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Sparks 


State Associations 
Michigan Rejuvenated 

Confuscius Say 
71,000,000 Motor Vehicles 

neal 
By 

| Chris Sinsabaugh 

IS CONDUCTOR is particu- 
ids dealer-minded as he starts 
grinding out the column for this 
issue. Why? Because he attended 
the annual meeting of the Michi- 

Automotive Trade Assn. in 
Lansing last week, when it changed 
'; monicker to Michigan Automo- 
hile Dealers Assn., eminently more 
Mitting for a hard-hitting body of 
Ma dealers such as this is turning out 
to be. Rubbing elbows (and bend- 
ing them, too) with the Michi- 
ganders made me realize how, in 
late years, state associations are 
no longer the paper organizations 
most of them were a decade back. 
It used to be that they were 
overshadowed by local associations, 
the tail wagging the dog, as it | 
were. Time, though, has accom | 
plished wonders in bringing about | 
a united front, the city folk find- | 
ing a common interest with the | 
small-town dealers in wrestling | 


with the problems that confront | 
them. 






























* * 


AS OF TODAY we find state as- 
sociations like Pennsylvania, Ohio, | 
Wisconsin, Iowa and New York — | 
just to mention only a few of ’em 
—wielding a tremendous power 
in the shaping of legislation, boost- 
ing road improvements, working 
for the common good and giving 
the parent body, the National Au- 
tomobile Dealers Assn., the great- 
est of cooperation. Everyone is 
pulling at the oars in unison. | 


Take the case of the Michigan | 
association, which has grown up| 
overnight, it might be said, from 
the ugly duckling stage to swan- 
hood. It’s passed the age of puberty, 
its voice has changed and today 
the Michigan association stacks | 
up as one of the leaders, as it | 
should be. This change has taken | 
Place in the last two years —| 
ever since Frank W. Herrick hoes | 
wer as managing secretary. Un- | 
der his direction and management | 
it has gone up from 169 paid | 
members to 1,327, just a few under | 
Michigan's all-high, which mark | 
Was made under NRA when mem- | 
bership was “compulsory.” 

* 





; Gp eRRICK HAS demonstrated 
Hy ‘hat he knows his stuff. That's be- 
(See SPARKS, Page 23. Col. 1) 
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Suppliers Strikes 
End; Oldsmobile, 
Packard Reopen 


Labor Unrest Is Calming; 
CIO Threatens Strike 
In Ford Plants 


On Labor Front 


Defense jobs to exceed Page 
unemployed total ............. 14 
CIO demands on GM............ 23 


Congress shuns anti-strike bills. 14 


DETROIT. — Following a 
hectic week, labor unrest in 
defense plants calmed late 
Friday as federal government 
officials settled the two-day- 
old strike at Bethlehem Steel’s 
Lackawanna (N. Y.) plant and 
neared aé settlement at Allis- 
Chalmers in Milwaukee. 

The week also saw settlement of 
the two-week-old strike at Motor 
Wheel, Lansing, which had not 
only halted work on national de- 
fense orders but likewise forced 
Packard to stop new-car output 
for three days, due to shortage of 


NADA Asks Makers’ Aid 


In Mechanics Program 
DETROIT.—National Automo- 
bile Dealers Assn. has invited 
sales managers of car companies 
to a meeting here Mar. 7, at 
which time details of the 


NADA’s mechanics-training pro- 
gram will be announced and co- 
operation of factories sought, it 


was announced late Friday. 

NADA officials are working 
out details of a pamphlet, des- 
cribing problems and pointing 
out ways and means to obtain 
workers, how to “upgrade” pres- 
ent employes and assure dealers 
against a possible shortage of 
trained help. Dealers will be 
asked to cooperate with local 
associations and federal agencies 
in furthering the program. 





wheels. Both plants resumed full 
operations Wednesday. 

After numerous “slowdown” dis- 
putes in Fisher Body’s Lansing 
plant, which had caused Oldsmo- 
bile to lose at least two days’ car 
production because of body short- 
ages, quiet also reigned Friday 
with both Fisher and Olds back on 
full operations. 

Meanwhile, CIO-UAW continued 
its drive on Ford with the latest 
move being CIO’s filing of inten- 
tions to strike in Ford plants. Ford 


|spokesmen discounted the union’ | 
‘claims, but Washington and state 


officials left no stone unturned in 
an effort to halt a possible disturb- 

ance. U. S. sent James F. Dewey, 
(See LABOR, Page 18, Col. 5) 
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ON : ; . ; ree , 
Kang! DAY OFF from national defense work in Washington, William S. 


left 





who succeeded Knudsen as 


President » last week visited C. E. Wilson, r i 

ie*-skating’ General Motors, und who some time ago broke a hip while 

uaily busi, Wilson, who is recovering in Detroit’s Harper hospital, conducts 
Ness sessions with corporation officials 
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Mich. Dealers Alter Setup; 
DADA Joins Assn. in Body 


IATA Reelects Popplewell, 


Backs Legislation on 
Out-of-State Sales 


On Defense Front 


All motor plants working Page 
on defense orders .......... -16 

Easier customs rules urged ..... 6 

Women’s role in defense ........ 14 


By Mel Adams 
Staff Correspondent 


SPRINGFIELD, Ill. — Al- 
though national defense and 
the adjustments it requires of 
dealers came in for much 
attention during the 21st 


annual Illinois Automotive Trade 
Assn. convention here last week at 
Hotel Abraham Lincoln, delegates 
were reminded also that they have 
an immediate selling job to do in 
order to take care of consumer 
demand for motor vehicles. 

Both problems exist, and there 
is a relationship between the two 
if the national economy is to be 
maintained, it was agreed by those 
on the program. 

For instance, Harry G. Moock, 
vice-president of Plymouth, deliv- 
ered a_ straight-from-the-shoulder 
talk on selling fundamentals. He 
listed his rules for success in sell- 
ing cars. 

“Goodwill is the most precious 
thing anyone, man or store, can 
have,” Moock said. “It is as preci- 
ous as a gold nugget, as hard 
to find, and easily lost, and once 
lost, is very difficult to regain. 
It is still the most valuable asset 
in business and is important to 
everyone on the payroll from porter 
to president. 

“Only by strict attention to the 
details of serving the public better 
can any business grow and pros- 
per. As a matter of cold, realistic 
fact, the public expects it, will 
generously reward those who pro- 
vide it, and ruthlessly punish the 
businessman who neglects this all- 
important basic rule. 

“Why not make it easier for 
the public to do business with 
you, instead of harder? When an- 
alyzed, most troubles usually con- 
sist of some simple failure to 
serve the public as it wants to 
be served. The successful merchant 
must so organize and conduct his 
business that every customer is 
;}convinced his or her patronage is 
| appreciated and that extra _ ser- 
|vice is the salesman’s principal 
| (Continued on Page 12, Col. 4) 


| The Top Ten 
PASSENGER CARS 
First Ten in Registrations as 
Reported in AN Today: 
1941 
Pos. 
1—31,766 
2—22,422 


1940 
Make Pos. 


Chevrolet 3$1,149— 1 
Ford 19,420— 2 
Plymouth 14,158— 
Buick 9,836— 
Pontiac 6,907— 
Oldsmobile 6,095— 
Dodge 6,859— 
Chrysler 3,071— 
Studebaker 3,395— 8 
Mercury 3,049—10 
Total All Makes 
133,374 116,432 
For complete standings of all 
makes, see Page 19, this issue. 


41—11,519 
5— 9,517 
6— 8,370 
I— 7,321 
8— 4,918 
9— 3.941 
10— 3,223 
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Dual Job Outlined (— 
To Illinois Dealers 


Automotive 


Washington 


Epiror’s Note: With this issue, 
AvuTomMoTIvVE News begins a new 
feature, dealing with “inside” 
automotive news in the nation’s 
capital. 


By William Ullman 
Washington Correspondent 

WASHINGTON.—The automo- 
tive industry has three capitals 
today — Detroit for production, 
New York for finance, and Wash- 
ington for laws, regulations and 
ukases which in these national 
defense days will have the final 
say-so. Let’s look behind the 
scenes into the heart of automo- 
tive Washington: 


Knudsen 


Rumors 

OUT of this busy rumor factory 
has come a tale that William S. 
Knudsen, erstwhile General Mo- 
tors chief and now Office of 
Production Management director 
and by long odds the outstanding 
figure in the defense set-up, is 
becoming restive and about to 
resign. Knudsen, so the story 
runs, is fed up with the confining 
administrative side of his job, 
with red tape, with inter-office 
conflict and the like. 

Those here in a position to 
know discount the rumor heav- 
ily. They say that while there 
certainly are some things 
Knudsen doesn’t like in the 
current arrangement, he is not 
the type to quit at a time like 
this. He has been told (and 
it’s the truth) that his resigna- 
tion would be a terrific shock 
to the whole defense commis- 
sion morale and that it would 
be considered a severe setback 
to the entire program. 

Insiders in Washington agree 
that Knudsen may be restive, but 
they don’t believe he will resign. 
And they are convinced, further, 
that the President will use all of 
his abundant powers of persua- 
sion, whenever needed, to keep 
him on the job. Incidentally, 
Washington, a coldblooded town 
in which the stiletto may be out 
of sight but never is out of 

(Continued on Page 23, Col. 3) 


To Meet Alum 


By A. H. Allen 


DETROIT —Establishment of | 


mandatory prierities on virgin 
aluminum and diversion of pri- 
mary aluminum scrap to virgin 
aluminum producers have inten- 
sified concern of automobile build- 
ers over the outlook for aluminum 
pistons in the immediate future. 


Aluminum pistons are used in 


|all engines, except those of Chev- 


rolet, Pontiac and Ford, the latter 
using a cast steel, the others cast 


;}iron tin coated to improve initial 


run-in. Ford uses some aluminum 
pistons, in replacement 
and commercial car engines. 

It is estimated that monthly re- 
quirements for pistons at present 
production levels approximate 2,- 


500,000 pounds of aluminum. The 
average piston, cast in permanent 
(metal) molds, weighs about 1% 
pounds as cast, about one pound 









engines | 


¢ 


Mich. Convention 


Attended by 900 


Assn.’s Name Is Changed; 
Membership at 1,300; 
Draper Reelected 


On Dealer Front 


Losses in dealers’ 


service shops cited ........... 20 
Dealer inventories rise ......... 3 
PAA renews war on 

doubledecker ban .........-.-- 6 


By Pete Wemhoff 
Managing Editor 


LANSING. — Indicative of 
the state association’s rapid 
growth in the past two years, 
approximately 900 Michigan 
dealers attended the 20th 
annual legislative convention of 
Michigan Automobile Dealers Assn. 
here Tuesday and Wednesday. 
Highspots of the two-day session 
in Hotel Olds were these: 


Members voted to change of- 

ficial name of the association 
from Michigan Automotive Trade 
Assn. to Michigan Automobile 
Dealers Assn. 


Membership in the association, 

it was reported, now totals in 
excess of 1,300, a phenomenal in- 
crease from the 150-odd members 
at the time the group was reor- 
ganized and moved to Lansing two 
years ago. 


Detroit Auto Dealers Assn. 

joined the MADA in a body; 
hereafter all DADA members will 
automatically become members of 
the state association. 


Plans were laid to increase to 

about $600,000 the amount of 
business to be done by the MADA’s 
Purchasing and Discount division 
during 1941. 


Support was rallied for two bills 

in Michigan legislature, one es- 
tablishing a sliding scale of costs 
for license plates, and the other 
calling for a decrease in the cost 
of dealer license plates. 


Chief among resolutions adopted 

was that calling for change in 
selection of executive officers to 
“three elected executive vice-presi- 
| dents, one from Northern Penin- 
I (See MICHIGAN, Page 16, Col. 5) 


Car Makers Pushing Plans 


inum Diversion 


| finished. Suppliers include Alumi- 
num Company of America, Bohn 
Aluminum & Brass, Sterling and 
Amplex Division of Chrysler Corp. 

Since aluminum pistons weigh 
considerably less than cast iron, it 
is not feasible to substitute one for 
the other, without taking into con- 
sideration other aspects of engine 
design, such as cooling, bearings, 
balance, etc. However, one of the 
| leading producers is understood to 
| have appropriated more than $100,- 
| 000 to make an immediate study of 
the feasibility of a changeover to 
cast iron. 

Any wholesale switch to cast iron 
| pistons would call for substantial 
|enlargement of iron foundry ca- 
pacity, since the need for 2,000,000 
| pistons a month could not be met 
by present facilities. 

Aluminum pistons do not require 

‘Continued on Page 16, Col. 3) 
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National Income Shows 4.4: Billion Increase in 194( , 


73 Billion Total is Highest 


For Any Year Since 1929 


Special to Automotive News 

WASHINGTON. — Secretary of 
Commerce Jesse Jones reported 
last week that national income of 
the United States in 1940 showed a 
substantial increase over 1939, as 
did retail distribution, consumer 
credit, and employment. Prelimi- 
nary estimates place the national 
income, as distinguished from in- 
come payments for the past year, 
at 73.8 billion dollars, an increase 
of 4.4 billion over 1939. 

National income, it is pointed 
out, is the measure of net produc- 
tion of commodities and services 
by all private and public enter- 
prises. 

“The most comprehensive mea- 
sure of the economic improvement 
of the country in 1940 is that af- 
forded by the national income,” 
Jones said. “Since the major share 
of defense activity was concerned 
with industrial materials and 
equipment, the expansion of 
national income was paced by the 
commodity producing industries. 
The industries — agriculture, min- 
ing, manufacturing and contract 
construction—in the aggregate pro- 
duced a net product in 1940 valued 
at 2.7 billion dollars more than in 
1939, an increase of 10 percent.” 

The 73.8 billion dollar aggregate 
for national income in 1940 was 
the highest value reached in any 
year since 1929, and was 84 per- 
cent above the 1932 depression low 
of 40.1 billion and 3.5 percent above 
the previous recovery high of 71.2 
billion in 1937. 


“Income payments to individuals 
during 1940 aggregated 74.3 billion 
dollars,” Jones said, “compared 
with a total of 70.1 billion for 1939. 

“The flow of income to in- 
dividuals advanced sharply during 
the second half of 1940 and closed 
the year substantially above the 
preceding year-end figure. During 


Rickenbacker Hurt 
In Plane Crackup 


ATLANTA.—One of the nine in- 
jured in the smashup of the 
Mexico Silver Sleeper of the East- 
ern Airlines near here last Thurs- 
day was Capt. Eddie Rickenbacker, 
president of Eastern Airlines, presi- 
dent of the Indianapolis Speedway 
and chairman of the Contest Board 
of the American Automobile Assn. 
Nine others died in the wreck. 

Rickenbacker’s injuries were 
severe and for a time it was 
thought he might not pull through. 
Latest reports, though, are that he 
is on the road to recovery, despite 
several broken ribs, a fractured 
left leg and possibly internal in- 
juries. He now is resting easily in 
the Piedmont hospital here. Rick- 
enbacker was flying to Birming- 
ham, Ala., where he was scheduled 
to make a speech. 





the second quarter, income was 
disbursed at the annual rate of 
73 billion dollars. By the final 
quarter it had advanced to 77 bil- 
lion, reaching an annual rate of 
78 billion in December. 

It is estimated that net income 
of all corporations was 20 to 25 
percent higher in 1940 than in the 
preceding year. This comparison is 
based on net incomes adjusted for 
inter-corporate items and _ taken 
after all taxes are deducted and, 
of course, it reflects the provisions 
made for the increased corporate 
income-tax rate and the excess- 
profits tax applicable to 1940 in- 
come. 

Estimated net sales of retailers 
in 1940 amounted to about $45,500 
million. This represents a rise of 
8.3 percent over the 1939 total of 
$42,024 millions reported by the 
bureau of the census. 

In terms of the physical quantity, 
not only the 1940 total but the per 
capita volume of goods distributed 
exceeded that of 1939—the year in 
which dollar volume of goods was 
highest. The 1929 dollar volume 
was $48,330 millions, 6 percent 
above the estimated dollar volume 
in 1940, for a per capita average 
of about $398. Because the popula- 
tion rose about 8.3 percent between 
1929 and 1940, estimated sales in 
the latter year were only $345 per 
person, or 13 percent less than in 
1929. Retail prices of consumers’ 
goods, however, fell considerably 
during the intervening years. 

A contributing feature of the 
1940 retail trade advance was said 
to be the substantial increase in 
each of the two broad classes of 
consumer credit—cash lending and 
retail credit. In recent years more 
than 30 percent of retail sales have 
been made on credit, two-thirds of 
which were characteristically on 
open accounts (regular charge ac- 
counts), the remainder being in- 
stallment transactions. At the end 
of 1940, outstanding indebtedness 
on open account is estimated to 
have been about $2,000 millions, 
most of which was to be liquidated 
in 60 to 90 days, being replaced by 
new obligations. Estimates of the 
total volume of open account credit 
granted during the year are less 
accurate than estimates of install- 
ment credit, but it may be roughly 
put at $9,000,000,000 for 1940, about 
10 percent higher than in 1939, 


Average employment for’ the 
year is estimated at about 46,000,- 
000 persons, which was about 4 
percent under the 1929 average. 
This figure does not include the 
addition after June, 1940, of more 
than 400,000 men into the military 
or naval personnel of the United 
States, and excludes persons em- 
ployed on WPA or NYA projects, 
as well as the CCC. 


Pete Wembhoff’s Fourth Dimension 
offers news of automotive advertising. 


CHRYSLER ENTERS new field with this new “Town and Country” car. 
A solid steel top, a streamlined body built of white ash and Honduras mahog- 
any, an adjustable rear seat that can be moved 18 inches, and an auxiliary 
seat accommodating three persons, giving the vehicle a total capacity of nine 


assengers, are among the features. 


Fluid J 


The 
he standard Windsor chassis, with an engine 
ye and Vacamatic transmission are standard equipment. 


“Town and Country” is built on 
developing 112 horsepower. 





Dodge Dealers Confer .. . 





WHEN dealers attended last week’s regional meeting of Dodge merchants 


in Detroit, Ed Rone 


y of Roney-Cramer Co., 
Shorter and Edwin H. Cook with an entertaining ta 


— fellow dealers Harry 
e. 





AT THE LEFT is Thos. J. Doyle, who in 1914, was one of the first Detroit 


car merchants to obtain the Dodge dealer franchise. Flankin 
sales manager, Bill Peach. The kibitzer in the center is Ed 


Doyle is his 
wry, Detroit 


city manager of the Dodge organization. 


Sales Volume Doesn’t Mean 


Volume of Outlets, It’s Found 


CHICAGO.—An interesting com- 
parison between the number of 
new car outlets and registrations 
for various makes of cars in Cook 
county has just been compiled by 
the Chicago Automobile Trade 
Assn. 

It is the second survey of this 
nature made by CATA, which ob- 
serves on the basis of its findings 
for both 1938 and 1940 that the 


“volume of registrations did not De 


Jan. Retail Sales 
Of Cars, Trucks 
Hit 303,303 Units 


DETROIT.—Retail sales of new 
passenger cars and trucks in the 
United States during January to- 
taled 303,303 cars, and 68,499 com- 
mercial vehicles, according to 
Automobile Manufacturers Assn. 

Retail sales in January, 1940, 
were 239,509 cars and 45,929 trucks. 


Seattle Spring 
Show, Mar. 3-8 


SEATTLE. — So successful was 
the “show room show” at the vari- 
ous dealerships last fall, that 
Seattle dealers will have a “spring 
auto show” opening March 3, to 
run through March 8. H. J. Mc- 
Grath has been retained to direct 
the publicity and supplement the 
promotional plans of the individ- 
ual dealers with pertinent sugges- 
tions. 

The three newspapers are co- 
operating in the plan. A new angle 
is a contest, sponsored by the 
Seattle Automobile Dealers Assn., 
entitled “$100 for 10 words.” This 
contest will be heralded over local 
radio stations and in the news- 
papers. Visitors to show rooms are 
entitled to enter it, the “gag” being 
to complete this sentence: “TI think 
that now is the best time to buy 
a new car because : ag 
The blanks are for insertion of the 
10 words, or less. 


More Studebaker Dealers 


SOUTH BEND.—Appointment of 92 
new Studebaker dealers during Janu- 
ary is announced by K, B. Elliott, 
vice-president in charge of sales of 
Studebaker Corp. 


necessarily mean a volume of 
dealer outlets.” 

Outlets and new car registra- 
tions, given by percentages, were: 


1940 1938 
% New % New % New % New 
Car Reg- Car Reg- 
Out- = istra- Out- istra- 
Make of Car lets tions lets tions 
Free 4.8 11.0 49 11.6 
Cad.-LaSalle . 1.6 1.8 1.8 2.2 
Chevrolet .... 7.3 19.6 To i277 
Chrysler ..... 5.1 3.2 5.8 2.7 
a “a -0001 aa sie 
Ps «s0on 5.4 3.0 6.1 2.9 
=e 6.0 6.9 6.2 7.1 
NE ai xaaames 9.0 9.8 SS Ws 
HuGSon .ccces 6.4 2.9 4.0 1.6 
Lin.-Zephyr .. 5.7 8 5.5 1.2 
Mercury ...... 6.5 2.5 2.7 8 
Mn pivsnee xa 5.1 2.0 5.2 2.3 
Oldsmobile . 4.8 6.5 5.2 5.8 
POEROATG .cccce 2.9 3.6 2.4 4.5 
Plymouth ....15.8 14.0 17.2 15.0 
Pe sovcse 6.0 8.3 6.1 6.7 
Studebaker .. 5.0 2.9 3.6 2.3 
MEET. sessces 2.5 4 4.1 5 
Misc., cabs, etc. 8 2.6* 3 


*Hupp, Graham, etc. 


9 
Davis’ New Job 

CHICAGO.—Davis Motors, organized 
and headed * S. L. Davis, has been 
awarded the Oldsmobile dealership on 
Michigan Ave. ‘‘auto row,’’ with head- 
uarters at the northwest corner of 
th St. Davis several years ago served 
3 pace of Hupp Motor Car Corp., 
and for years was chief of the Hup- 
mobile Illinois Co. 
distributorships 
Pierce-Arrow. 


He also headed 
for Graham 





and 








National Defense | 
Spurring Activity 
On Pacific Coas 


DETROIT. — Returning from 
Pacific Coast trade investigatios 
tour during which he interview, 
business leaders in many branche 
and addressed dealer meetings j, 
Seattle, Portland, Sacramento, 
Francisco and Los Angeles, Fores 
H. Akers, Dodge sales vice-preg 
dent, brings encouraging observ, 
tions of economic benefits arisin; 
to a large extent from the nation; 
defense program. 


Akers found the lumbering, mip 
ing and canning industries of On 
gon and Washington more actiy 
than they have been in years. In 
dustrial activity at Seattle, Taco 
and other salt water points is ; 
an all-time high, with shipbuildip 
and plane production expanding » 
rapidly as additional facilities 
provided. Home building is pr 


N 


ceeding at an accelerated pac It can 
under the impetus of increased en} if fir 
ployment of thousands of new Chicago 
workers. advertis 
In California areas, where del people | 
fense activities are gaining subj less bre 
stantial headway, business men ar store th 
experiencing the first benefits of af fort to 
economic feature which the seq But, if 
tion has lacked for many yea 
namely an industrial payroll, Aker} and the 
said. bring 1 
cael nietsiepsReeiainhassiiheactiamai it were 
no size 
CATA Will Set Up] 2% 
Training Progr 
£ SLAN [ses 
CHICAGO.—Chicago Automotiv ‘Golde 
Trade Assn. is working on a pr EAD! 
gram, first to develop all possib 
sources of apprentices, and secon the | 
to start a long-range plan of ma “ect | 
chanic training. “Your 
Dealers are being urged to suy sling 
vey their employes’ wage and hou ® year 
conditions and make improvement§ busines 
where necessary, so as to minimi# Man, § 
the chance of mechanics or othe eght a 
service employes moving to inj owner 
dustries they think are more sutomo 
munerative. only or 
+ * * success 
Vancouver Mechanics a 
Want Half-Day Holiday | Te u 
VANCOUVER, B. C.— Automo} Worthy 
bile mechanics here are now seek} UWactw 
ing to secure a weekly half-holidayy built f 
A determined move towards thif ‘ake it 
















end has been launched jointly b 
the Vancouver Motor Dealers Asst 
and the Garage and Motor Trade 
Assn. 

In Vancouver the scheme wa 
first discussed with city official 
last summer but was _ postpone( 
until necessary changes could b 
made in the proposed legislation 
since then it has become mor 
necessary as “owing to long hours} ; 
many mechanics are quitting re 
pair shops to join the active ser 
vice forces or enter other occupa: 


tions. ness m 


S. C. State Convention 


COLUMBIA, S. C. — Directors ¢ 
South Carolina Dealers Assn. announe 
the annual state convention will > 
held at Myrtle Beach June 23-24. 





BUICK is placing particular stress on the balancing of engine and parts 


Every Buick engine is balanced after assembly on this special machine whic? 
holds each engine to within 3/16 oz. in. for perfect balance. Placed in th¢ 
chuck the engine is revolved at critical speeds and by means of electri 
| gauges the vibration is measured. Stock is then removed from the flywhee 


| when necessary to bring the engine to perfect balance. 
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Dealer Inventories Up 27% 


Dealers’ or salesmen’s comments, questions 


addressed to John O 


By John 0. Munn 


or requests may be 


» Munn in care of Automotive News, Detroit, 


and the writer’s name will be kept in confidence if requested. 


EALERS are telling me their 
opinions on ee ae I 

; ‘ was room in this column 
dt ieee all of them. But after all, 
it would just be re-stating facts 

own to all, so I will limit the 

resent discussion on price selling 

to printing @ couple more letters 

that are characteristic of the con- 

tents of most of them. I acknowl- 

eige, with thanks, letters from 

many outstanding dealers on this 
abject. I have written them all di- 

rect. Many of them point out most 
rice-cutters buy into an old re- 
sponsible dealership, then use the 
goodwill developed from many 

ars of service to the public, as 

the background of their so-called 


sreamlined operation. 
* * * 


It can well be pointed out that 
it a firm like Marshall-Field of 
Chicago would today run a page 
advertising of cut prices, the 
people in Chicago would doubt- 
less break in the windows of the 
store the next morning in an ef- 
fort to be the first to get in. 
But, if the practice were re- 

it would take two, four, 
and then eight-page sections to 
a the same results. Then, if 
it were continued long enough, 
no size ad would make a dent in 
the public consciousness. 
* * # 


Uses 


Golden Rule’ 


EADERS will be interested in 
the thoughts of dealers on this 
subject quoted below: 


“Your column on streamlined 
selling read with interest. After 
2 years in the retail automobile 
business, three as a retail sales- 
man, six as a sales manager, 
eight as part owner, and five as 
owner and operator of a retail 
automobile business, I know of 
only one way for the continued 
successful operation of a retail 
automobile business and that is 
the use of the ‘Golden Rule.’ 
The unfortunate part of this 
worthwhile business is only man- 
vat g, and distribution is 

or permanency, one price 
take it or leave it. 


Weathered 
The Storm 


OT many years back when the 
’ business storm was at its 
| ‘eight, certain manufacturers de- 
cided the day of reckoning was at 
d. Dealers’ councils were set 
|. Quality dealer programs were 
| Naugurated, dealer reconditioning 
| “td merchandising educational pro- 
| Sams on ‘used cars were advanced, 
. to build stronger, better busi- 
“ss men in the retailing of auto- 
mobiles—new and used. 
* * *& 


“The storm has passed, and the 


Oppose 
Price’ Ads 


wNCINNATI. — When Ford 
ertising, offering “$100 Over 
k” on trade-ins on new cars, 
®ppeared in Cincinnati papers 
on the radio last week, 
onal dealers feared it 
d upset sellers’ market by 
tradine one price wars and wild 
8. They appealed to Cin- 
c Automobile Dealers 
- to take prompt action. 
mech eon directors adopted 
rations opposing such adver- 
rn at this time and by tele- 
ficaly advised Ford factory of- 
lution of their action. The reso- 
. Ss condemned the adver- 
buyin as “tending to make the 
selon public more price con- 
tition’ Precipitates price compe- 
result among all dealers and 
edtine. are disastrous to the 
“4 dealer’ body since wild 
decrn® follows, all of which 
the 4ses public confidence in 
automobile business.” 


same dealers who were already 
good business men before the 
storm, or they would not have 
survived to take advantage of 
the education given during the 
storm, are now informed by 
factory key men that the new 
dealers added during the past 
three years are doing the real 
job for the factories. 


s+ *£ 


Now Getting 
Needle 


"re other words, the dealers who 
weathered the storm and on 
whom factories have depended for 
their very existence during the 
great crisis, are now being needled 
because they are not streamlined 
and up-to-date in present-day re- 
tail operations — such as, ‘no 
enough salesmen,’ ‘wholesale your 
used cars,’ ‘percent of price class,’ 
all handled in a very diplomatic 
way, but the needle is about six 
inches long. 
s * ¢& 


“In summing up, I am of the 
opinion another day of reckon- 
ing is not far off. The stream- 
liners, as in the past, will van- 
ish, for two reasons—finance and 
lack of goodwill. We, who have 
been here and stayed over night, 
don’t worry about this kind of 
competition, due to the number 
we have seen come and go over 
the years. Like the old fable of 
the ‘Tortoise and the Hare,’ 
eventually they stop. The public 
and finance sign their death 
warrant. As Abraham Lincoln 
once said, ‘You can fool some of 
the people some of the time, but 
not all of the people all of the 


time.’ 
~~ * 


Education 


Is Needed 


“f([MHE responsibility is with the 

factories through not only al- 
lowing operations of this kind to 
continue, but continued encourage- 
ment of this type of business opera- 
tion. If factories know what a 
healthy percent of price class is 
for a given community, they also 
know an unhealthy percent of 
price class in communities where 
these streamliners are operating. 
There is room for every manufac- 
turer and dealer now operating in 
the United States, if percent of 
price class is replaced with dealer 
good business education and owner 
satisfaction.” 

* * * 


This one from L. D. Ormsby, 
an outstanding Chevrolet dealer 
in San Antonio: “If you receive 
anything but commendation with 
reference to your article in the 
Automotive News of Feb. 3, I 
would class the critic as just an- 
other one of those things, as you 
so ably put it—a chiseler.’ 


What 
W ould Happen? 


“TMHERE are many more argu- 

ments that you and many of 
us could offer against value or so- 
called streamlined selling, more 
particularly as applied to automo- 
biles. This type of selling may 
apply to perishables or merchan- 
dise having a rapid turnover, and 
no trade-ins, but there is a definite 
limit to the number of automobiles 
that can be profitably or unprofit- 
ably sold or used. What would 
happen if every dealer resorted to 
rapid turnover and short profits? 
We would have a glutted market 
overnight. 

*” s + 


“The chiseler has caused the 
conditions that exist today, and 
if it were not for the dealers who 
are striving to do business as 
merchants should, some new 
plan of retailing automobiles 
would of necessity be in use. It 
doesn’t require ability to outbid 
the other fellow. To train sales- 
men to do a creative selling job, 

(Continued on Page 23, Col. 4) 


Head Michigan Dealers . . . 


NEW OFFICERS of Michigan Automobile Dealers Assn. ae 
Automotive Trades Assn.), who were elected at n 


—aAutomotive News photos by Ray Glonka. 
Michigan 


last week’s conclave Lansing. 


Left to right, seated, Harold E. Draper of Saginaw, reelected president; H. 


Cook, Lansing, treasurer, and William 
Left to right, standing, J 


vice-president, and Verne Mars 


ames A. Mason, Detroi 
Brackett, Escanaba, regional vice-president; L. A. Wright 

hall, secretary of Flint 
head of the MADA’s Purchasing and Discount division. 


Muskegon, first vice-president. 
regional vice-president: Harry 
ackson, regional 
ealers association and 
See story on page one. 


waeseat 


L. CLARE CARGILE, right, president of National Automobile Dealers Assn., 
was greeted by Frank Herrick, executive secretary of the Michigan Automobile 
Dealers Assn., as he arrived in Lansing to attend the MADA’s annual meeting 


last week. 


JAMES A. MASON, left, president of Detroit Auto Dealers Assn., 
resident of Michigan Automobile Dealers 
check covering membership for DADA’s members in the MADA. All 


to Harold E. Draper, 


wm 
ssn., & 
DADA 


members hereafter will become members of MADA under the new arrangement. 


Boston Dealers ‘Open House’ 


Is Declared a Big Success 


BOSTON. — President Albion L. 
Danforth, Boston Automobile Deal- 
ers Assn., said that as a result of 
the Washington Birthday “Open 
House” by the automotive dealers 
in this section, it would not be ex- 
aggeration to say that sales of new 
and used cars on the holiday would 
eventually reach 10,000 units. 

Danforth figured that approxi- 


7 
Chicago Reports 
* ~ 6 3 
Rise in ‘Imports 

CHICAGO.—Noting that out-of- 
state sales to Cook county resi- 
dents rose to 3.4 percent of new 
car registrations in January as 
against 2 percent a year ago, Chi- 
cago Automobile Trade Assn. urges 
dealers that “when a proposal is 
introduced in the state legislative 
session for an investigation fee, it 
should have the support of every 
new car dealer.” 

The CATA report reveals that 
“importations” of new cars during 
January totaled 761 units, of which 
out-of-state dealers sold 419 and 
dealers outside the county 342 to 
Cook county residents. 


9 


Pete Wemhoff’s Fourth Dimension 
offers news of automotive advertising. 


holiday crowds, and that a mini- 
mum of 10 new and used cars were 
sold by each dealer. In Boston 
some dealers reported that they 
had sold 10 or 12 cars in the first 
hour. 

All the dealers are enthusiastic 
over what they said was the best 
spring drive sales start in many 


years. It was a real buying crowd. 


mately 1,000 dealers catered to the 


tcl 


SEEING THAT THINGS are kept 


president of Illinois Automotive Trade Assn., and C. 
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Sales Rise 23%, 
U. S. Survey of 
Nation Reveals 


WASHINGTON.—The JU. S. cen- 
sus bureau reports an increase of 
27 percent in inventories of motor- 
vehicle dealers during 1940. Reports 
from 1,211 retailers in 34 states 
were included in this survey. These 


| stores reported their inventories as 


amounting to $49,421,110 at the end 
of 1940 compared with $38,830,361 
one year earlier. 


This outstanding gain during 
1940 follows the 7 percent gain in 
inventories in 1939. The marked 
rise in inventories in 1940 was ac- 
companied by an increase in sales 
of 23 percent. The 1939 gain of 7 
percent in inventories was associ- 
ated with a 24 percent increase in 
sales between 1939 and 1938. Thus 
the change in inventory position 
this year is significantly different 
from that recorded last year. 


Major changes in_ inventories 
were noted for motor-vehicle deal- 
ers in most of the 34 states, with 
a wide range of variation reported. 
In two regions, the Atlantic and 
the East North Central, the in- 
crease in inventories averaged over 
30 percent. Comparable gains were 
reported in three other geographic 
divisions: Pacific up 29 percent, 
West North Central up 28 percent 
and New England up 26 percent. 
Sales during 1940 in these regions 
ranged more than 20 percent high- 
er than a year earlier. Increases in 
both sales and inventories were 
recorded in each of the 34 states 
covered by this survey. 


Deficit Turned 
Into Surplus in 
1940 by NADA 


DETROIT.—Turning a 1939 
deficit of $3,188 into a 1940 surplus 
of $6,500, National Automobile 
Dealers Assn. last week reported 
assets of $179,003, an increase of 
$8,000 over the 1939 figure. 


Total income for 1940 amounted 
to $232,257, while total expense was 
$222,587, leaving a net addition to 
surplus of $9,669, according to D. 
E. Castles, NADA treasurer. Sub- 
tracting the $3,188 deficit for 1939, 
the organization was able to at- 
tain a surplus of $6,500 for the two- 
year period. 


NADA’s assets, at the end of 
1940, were divided as follows: Cash 
in banks or on hand, $107,116; U.S. 
savings bonds, $15,000; deferred 
charges, accounts receivable, postal 
deposits, etc. $6,791. Liabilities 
were listed as follows: Accounts 
payable, including amounts due for 
purchases, commissions, etc., $11,- 
287; unearned income set aside, 
with which to pay for obligations 
to the membership to be fulfilled 
within the coming year, for which 
they have paid, $93,585; reserve for 
income tax liability, $48,689, 


Regular operating expenses, 
Castles reported, showed a slight 
decrease of about $2,400 from the 
previous year’s controllable ex- 
pense. Extraordinary expenses, in- 
cluding conventions, Donald Rich- 
berg’s retention as special counsel, 
and expense connected with Wage 
and Hour campaign, showed an in- 
crease of $6,400 over 1939. 


on schedule, K. R. Popplewell, left, 


W. Coons, manager of 


| HATA, ran the IATA’s annual convention in Springfield last week. 


See story on page one. 
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OUR PLATFORM 


A continuing understanding between manufac- 
turer and dealer, and fair profits for both. 





vehicle handled. 
operated at a profit. 
use in highway construction and maintenance. 


No government bureaucracy control of the auto- 
motive industry. 
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Workmen Replacements 


. 2 industry, through the Automobile Manufacturers 
Assn., makes a cheering report on its accomplishments to 
date in the cause of defense. Our manufacturers have re- 
sponded nobly to the S.O.S. sent out last fall and, while 
they haven’t as yet struck their full stride, the time has not 
been lost. It’s been used to prepare for the making of the 
tanks, aviation motors and the like. It’s been erecting new 
plants, installing equipment, rounding up skilled labor and 
it won’t be long now before they begin pulling the mechan- 
ized rabbits out of the hat. 

It is calculated by AMA that by the latter part of 1941 
the defense program will have pulled out of this industry 
more than 150,000 of its skilled workmen. At first glance, 
this may sound fearsome to those who depend on the auto- 
mobile business for their livelihood—fear that our labor pool 
may be drained so the manufacture of cars will be slowed 
down materially through lack of workmen. But already our 
makers have sensed this possibility, and the AMA report 
shows that now the younger workmen are being trained to 
take the places of those put on war work. 

Another threat is that automobile dealers are going to 
find it hard to get mechanics for their shops, because so 
many of those now working there will be weaned away by 
the higher wages paid defense workers. That peril already 
has been anticipated and steps taken by National Automobile 
Dealers Assn. to begin the education of replacements. But 
each individual dealer should take it upon himself to train 
his own recruits, keep up his shop personnel, even if he has 
to pay higher wages. In so doing he will have his house in 
order and be prepared when the storm breaks. 


Barber’s Itch 


N these times of stress when all loyal Americans are sup- 

posedly giving their all to the defense program the atti- 
tude of union labor might be likened to what we men folk 
know as barber’s itch, a form of tinea or sycocis affecting 
the bearded parts of the face and neck, Mr. Webster says. 
It’s irritating, if nothing else, and the automobile industry 
is one of the sufferers. With this business of ours, it seems 
to be a sort of heckling on the part of union labor, a jockey- 
ing for position in its effort to take advantage of the war 
hysteria to strengthen its position and without thought of 
patriotism or giving 100 percent support to Uncle Sam. It 
might be compared to the thug who shoves a gun into the 
mid-ribs of the old gentleman and says, “stick ’em up!” 

With the automobile industry we find the term “barber’s 
itch” most applicable in several instances because most of 
these strikes and threats of strikes are irritating and not 
major objectives, quibbling over little things and often 
wrangling among the unions themselves as to seniority, ap- 
parently senseless demands for more men on a particular 
job and slowing down when the request is denied; those and 
many other little things in which local unions do not listen 
to the advice of their national leaders. In the meantime the 
employers pay the piper so that labor may dance and unity 
is not in the picture. Labor should listen to the voice of the 
conciliator rather than use the strike bludgeon to gain its 
point. Let’s use the round table more. 


M. Trepp; 
Pinkson; Washington — William Ullman; New York — Bethune Jones; 


New Orleans—Fred 
Cumbus; Lincoln, Neb.—George W. Kline; Baltimore—Harold A. Williams; Pittsburgh—Margaret 
W. Va.—Fdith 


annual Almanac 


An eventual profit for the dealer on every used 
Better dealer service and lubrication facilities 
No diversion of fuel taxes from their intended 


STOP, LOOK Few men in _ these 
AND United States can 
LISTEN! boast of more friends 
in the automobile 
business than can Capt. Eddie 
Rickenbacker, so the _ accident 
which came so near to claiming his 
life struck too close to home for 
comfort. His cool nerve and unsel- 
fish consideration of the others in- 
volved will again establish this 
claim to heroism; a fine example of 
the best traditions of our industry. 
That he has been spared from 
death will in my opinion have a 
great effect on the future of safety 
in flying in America because as a 
national hero and head of one of 
our major airlines he can awaken 
this country to what may assume 
the proportions of a national scan- 
dal in aviation control. 

H. Bond Bliss, writing in the 
Miami Herald, puts the problem 
more bluntly than I can attempt. 
He says: “In keeping with the 
powers bestowed upon him, Presi- 
dent Roosevelt last June abolished 
the air safety board, transferred 
the independent civil aeronautics 
authority to the political Depart- 
ment of Commerce. Congress ap- 
proved despite the almost unani- 
mous opposition of the air lines 
and pilots and editorial criticism. 

“This column deplored the action, 
intimated that the change might 
bring tragic results. It has. Dur- 
ing the year of the air safety 
board there was a single major 
commercial aviation accident. Since 
June there have been five air dis- 
asters, some 50 person killed, in- 
cluding the seven dead in yester- 
day’s strange crash of the new 
$120,000 Eastern air liner’ in 
Georgia. While building the de- 
fenses of America, It would be ad- 
visable to consider protecting 
American lives at home.” 

Criticisms of the Roosevelt air 
organization occurred during Sen- 
ate debate of the Lease-Lend bill, 
which proposes to turn even great- 
er authority to President Roose- 
velt, possibly risking the safety 
not only of those who fly but of 
all America, not a few lives but 
millions. “This is an example of 
legalized murder,” said Senator 
McCarran, Democrat, Nevada. 
Democrat Clark, adding this mis- 
hap to the plane accident his com- 
mittee is investigating, criticized 
Congress for permitting the Roose- 
velt reorganization. Included 
among the killed is Rep. William 
D. Byron, Democrat, Maryland. 
Frequently the plane _ accidents 
take toll of Congressmen. Among 
the seriously injured is Eddie 
Rickenbacker, president of the 
company, World War ace No. 1. 
He flew safely through danger of 
battles. He suffers in peaceful fly- 
ing. That accident should tend to 
awaken Congress to what happens 
when vast authority is placed in 
the hands of the executive. 

*€ * cd 


As a top-flight example of gaso- 
line tax diversion probably Dade 
county, Florida, will take the year’s 
solid concrete loving cup. News- 
paper reports from down in that 
land of sunshine, where they col- 
lect seven cents on every gallon 
of gasoline avowedly for building 
and maintaining highways, show 
that all but 1% cents from every 
dollar collected was diverted from 
the use for which the motorist 
cheerfully cough up on his hard- 
earned dough. Can anyone conceive 
of greater stupidity on the part of 
a state which is trying by every 
means to attract more tourists? 
Some day someone is going to be 
smart enough to think up a Fed- 
eral law which will prevent just 
this sort of thing but until then I 
presume the 30,000,000 motorists in 
this country will have to be put 
down as the best boobs in all his- 
tory.—G. M.S. 


Touring Boom? 


WASHINGTON.—tTravel experts 
throughout the nation are prac- 
tically unanimous in predicting 
that touring will continue in boom 
proportions during 1941, provided 
there are no drastic changes in the 
nation’s foreign relations, Ameri- 
can Automobile Assn. reported last 
week. 

“A recent survey of the travel 
picture,” said Thos. P. Henry, 


| 
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Auctions 

Please advise us if used car auctions 
are being held in Detroit and, if so, | 
the dates. — L. A. Fetter, treasurer, 
Cloyd W. Wagner, Inc., Massillon, O. 

Editor’s Note: Used car auctions | 
are no longer being held in Detroit. | 
Due to the peculiar situation of Detroit | 
being a wholesale market, dealers here | 
were reluctant to pay commissions to 
an outside auction company when they 
themselves could wholesale their used 
cars from their own lots. 


Every Line 

Do you know I have read every line 
of Chris Sinsabaugh’s “‘ o, Me?’ It 
is indeed a very, very interesting piece 
of work. I like it. Ernest Ingold, 
Ernest Ingold, Inc. (Chevrolet), 
Francisco. 


San 


San Francisco 


Used car stocks here are still ex- 
ceedingly high, but sales during Janu- 
ary were probably as high as they 
have been at any time during the 
past two or three years at this early 
date in the season. This undoubtedly 
is due to the defense program which 
put 20,000 men to work building ships 
in the three or four shipyards in and 
about this region, and also an addi- 
tional 20,000 in the Government Navy 
Yard at Mare Island. 

Due to the fact that Mare Island 
is located at Vallejo, which is near this 
city, most of the people live in San 
Francisco and Oakland and neighbor- 
ing cities and must drive to work. 
Therefore, they are buying used cars 
in great numbers. Many of the persons 
now working in the shipyards are 
enjoying the first real money they 
have had for a number of years. and 
one of the very first things these 


president of the national motoring 
body, “indicates that travel this 
year will be featured by a con- 
tinuation of domestic touring at 
the boom proportions of the past 
several years; by a big increase in 
over-the-border travel to Canada 
and to Mexico; and by a shift in 
normal channels of travel due to 
the anticipated large volume of 
travel to army camps and can- 
tonments. 

“Determined to get their fair 
share of tourist patronage, a num- 
ber of the states are contemplating 


increases in their advertising ap-| 


propriations, and the year un- 
doubtedly will be marked by an 
intensification of efforts to attract 
visitors and win a greater propor- 
tion of travel expenditures. 


“How valuable is the prize for| 
which the states are competing so| 


hotly is 
cation expenditures 


established in the previous year.” 


NEED ANY 


| speed 


pale indicated by the pre-|26-26—Milwaukee. (Schroder Hotel!) S* 
liminary estimate that motor va-| 
in 1940 were). 
well over the $5,000,000,000 mark 30-Nov. 1—Los Angeles. 










OH, FOR A 
MECHANIC 





Automotive News Cartoon by Ford McDou 


To the Rescue 
In This Corner 


‘Used Car Auctions... .’ 


mn are those of our readers. 
accepted but confidence will 


men seem to think of is a new aut 
mobile or a better used car. 

New car sales since the first < 
February are not on a par with th 
in which they were going | 
January and late fall. However, ¥ 
believe this is but a temporary lu 
and that with the advent of sprin 
sales will exceed those of last yea 
The reflection of good new car sales 
due to the same factors that hai 
increased used car sales, namely t 
defense program. / 

he weather for the first six wee 
of the year was the wettest that ¥ 
have had here for 10 years, but 
spite of this both used and new ¢ 
sales are considerably ahead of a ye 
ago. New car stocks are very hig 
due to dealers figuring on a shortag’ 
However, it appears that this will 1 
materialize, and from present produ 
tion dealers will not be greatly ham} 
ered at least for the next two 
three months. 

Taking this picture as a whole, t 
industry is in a good condition, a 
should look forward to better thin 


during the coming months,  unles 
something unforeseen should enter th 
picture which is not visible at th 
time. — E . Dahlem, general ma 
ager, Wm. L. Hughson Co. Inc., S 
Francisco. 

Arizona 


New car sales and stocks in th 
territory continue about the same & 
last month. 

Used car stocks remain almost U 
changed, with sales showing a slig! 
increase over last month.—Henri 5 
hoteguy, manager, Arizona Automobi 
Dealers Assn., Phoenix. 


Coming Events 


MARCH 

2- 4—Fort Worth, Tex. Annual Sprit 
Automobile Show. 

3- 7—Washington (Mayflower). Ame 
ican Society for Testing Materia! 
Meeting. 

13-14—Washington. (Washington hote: 
SAE National Aeronautic Meetité 


MAY 
12-13—Milwaukee. (Schroder Hotel) S* 
National Production Meeting. / 
22-23—Detroit (Statler). American Bé 
tery Manufacturers, Inc., sprit 
meeting. . 
28-29—Mobile, Ala. (Battlehouse). 4! 
nual Conclave of Automobile Dé 
ers Assn. of Alabama. 


JUNE 
1- 6—White Sulphur Springs, W. ' 
(Greenbrier) SAE Summer Meetit# 


23-24—Myrtle Beach, S. C. South Ca! 
lina’ Automobile Dealers A%* 
convention. 


23-27—Chicage (Palmer House). Am 
ican Society for Testing Mater's” 
Annual Convention 
AUGUST 
4- 7— Chicago (Stevens). 
Accessories Assn. Show. 


SEPTEMBER 


Automo! 





National Tractor Meeting. 

OCTOBER +} 
(Biltmore # 
tel) SAE National Aircraft Prod”) 


tion Meeting. 
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Join Studebaker’s new “twelve hundred” _ 


Check off these five advantages : 
of holding a Studebaker franchise: 


Roll up the strikes with this “in-the- 
groove” Studebaker line that gives you 





complete coverage of every car or _ You feature jst one reins Nae ee Me ie 
truck prospect in your territory. You — You make just one investment = aes 


know that Studebaker really has some- You carry just one line of parts oe 

thing whenit has won1200 newdealers | You pay just one overhead - ae 

in the past year—and made them happy! | — You do business with just one factory—the __ 
friendliest, livest factory in the business wens 


Studebaker now has more than three thousand satisfied dealers. Write or wire at once for — 
full details to Paul G. Hoffman, President, The Studebaker Corporation, South Bend, Ind. 
Export dealers address: The Studebaker Export Corp. Cables: “Studebaker” South Bend, Ind. 


Another dealer 
| writes a success 
“| story based on 
|  Studebaker’s new 
of “complete coverage’ line 


*‘Lansing is another “home town” in the automobile business, 
but it has been a mighty good town for me since I got my 
Studebaker franchise three years ago. I’ve handled other 
cars, but none that gave the “‘complete coverage”’ and profits 
of the Studebaker line and none that created so much owner- 
satisfaction through trouble-free dependable service.” 


Dtfe0 
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—Pennsylvania Automotive Assn. 
has resumed its fight against the 
section of the motor vehicle code 
which would seriously injure the 
hauling of cars by carrier vehicles 
in this state when the law becomes 
effective on Jan. 1, 1942. 

C. S. Klugh, manager of PAA, 
who said the law is “discrimina- 
tory, prejudicial to the best inter- 
ests of the public taken as a whole, 
and in a sense confiscatory,” re- 
ported his group will attempt to 
have the legislature repeal the 
sections considered damaging. 

“The law which we hope the 
legislature will see fit to repeal is 
contained in section 1033 of the 
motor code, first was enacted in 


States Seeking 
Liberal Control 
Over Trucks 


WASHINGTON. — Liberalization 
of severe size and weight restric- 
tions imposed on trucks by several 
states, may be a result of national 
defense efforts, American Petro- 
leum Industries Committee de- 
clares. In several states, the com- 
mittee says, the attention of the 
legislature has been attracted to 
the seriousness of the situation by 
delays which defense shipments 
have encountered as a result of 



































































the restrictive size and weight 
laws encountered. 
Pointing out that liberalized 


weight allowances have been intro- 
duced in California, Indiana, Mas- 
sachusetts, New Hampshire, North 
Dakota, Oregon, Rhode Island, 
South Dakota, Texas, Vermont and 
Wyoming, the committee states 
that in Tennessee, the only state 
which has completed its legislative 
session to date, the old limitation 
of 24,000 pounds on gross weight 
of vehicles was raised to 30,000 
pounds. 

Most of the other measures in- 
troduced in state legislatures to 
liberalize truck weight limits either 
follow the scientific formula de- 
vised by the American Assn. of 
State Highway Officials or seek to 
raise the limits to the level of 
the surrounding states. 


K-D Lamp Co. Celebrates 


CINCINNATI. K-D Lamp Co., 
founded in 1916, celebrates its 25th 
anniversary this year. 
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Citrus Fruit grown In extreme South 
Dade County, Florida, is especially 
well flavored. We believe a trial box 
of this fine fruit will hep a = 
eat customer. The following prices ar 
EXPRESS PREPAID DELIVERED 
TO YOU—anywhere east of the Rockies. 


ORANGES 
GRAPEFRUIT 
MIXED BOXES 


Specify which in Order 


FULL BOX ... $6.00 
HALF BOX... $4.10 
QTR. BOX... $2.40 










QORDER AOURS TODAY? 


SAM MURRAY + MIAMI, FLA. 
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PAA Sees Motor Carriers’ End if Present Law Holds 


Resume Fight to Repeal 
Sections Considered Harmful 


HARRISBURG, PA. — (UTPS) |1937 and was amended in 1939,” 


ee 


Klugh said. 

The section reads:— (a) No per- 
son shall operate a vehicle on the 
highways of this commonwealth 


|having two levels for the carriage 
‘of other vehicles. 


(b) No person 
shall operate a vehicle on the high- 
ways of this commonwealth carry- 
ing other vehicles any part of 
which is carried at a height of 
more than 115 inches above the 
ground. (c) No person shall oper- 
ate a vehicle on the highways of 
this commonwealth carrying any 
other vehicle the weight of which 
is directly above the cab of the 
carrier vehicle or directly over the 
head of the operator of such car- 
rier vehicle. (d) No person shall 
operate a vehicle on the highways 
of this commonwealth carrying 
any other vehicles any axle of 
which is more than three feet high- 
er than any other axle on such 
carrier vehicle. 

Klugh pointed out that sub-sec- 
tion (c) of this law is now in effect, 
“and with the legislative intent on 
this sub-section we have no quarrel. 
All carrier vehicles operating in 
this state now comply with this 
law and we are in complete accord 
with it. 

“The effect of these sub-sections 
is to prohibit the transportation of 
automobiles, farm tractors and 
similar vehicles by truck transport 
after Jan. 1,” the PAA manager 
declared. “Highway transportation 
of motor vehicles will be prohibited 
if this law becomes effective be- 
cause the carrier could not trans- 
port more than two vehicles on one 
vehicle.” 

Klugh said there are two results 
of this restriction, either one suffi- 
cient to put carriers out of busi- 
ness. They are: 

“1. He will be compelled to levy 
a prohibitive charge for the trans- 
portation of these vehicles and 
hence will lose his business. 

“2. If he does not levy a pro- 
hibitive charge, his costs of opera- 
tion will become so high that only 
his losses — rather than profits — 
will result, and he therefore will 
cease operations.” 


R.I. Bill Would Require 


Car Owners Certificate 

PROVIDENCE, R. I. — A bill 
requiring persons seeking to sell 
used cars, which have not been 
registered in Rhode Island for six 
months. prior to date of sale, to 
obtain from registrar of motor 
vehicles certificate as to ownership 
and mechanical condition has been 
introduced in the state legislature 
here by Senator George D. Green- 
halgh of Gloucester. 

Another bill sponsored by the 
same legislator would require per- 
sons who sell or dispose of an 
automobile in the state to furnish 
purchaser or transferee a certi- 
ficate of title issued by registrar 
of motor vehicles. 








Propose Insurance Change 

DENVER.—One of the principal pro- 
visions of SB 364 in the Colorado 
legislature is that it would extend 
the unemployment insurance setup to 
all employers, whereas the present law 
and the federal law apply only to 
employers of eight or more persons. 
The bill also would reduce the period 
that an unemployed person must wait 


before he becomes eligible for insur- 
ance payments from two weeks, as 
provided in the present law, to one 
week. 


CONCLUSION of an extended tour of the 
Chevrolet zone and regional sales conferences, a 
of the division’s 100 Car Club salesmen, found K. 
on the west coast, where he was greeted by the ; ? 
K. White, vice-president, Campbell-Ewald Co.; Chase; F. N 


sales manager, 
Left to right, R. 


Phelps, Pacific coast regional manager, and J. W. Settle, 


| 





OLDSMOBILE’s 1941 station wagon, announced last week, is offered on a 


wheelbase of 119 inches, 
eight passengers. 


birch panels. Large doors, 


so ample room for either three, five, six, or 
Removable seats are of a tubular steel frame type. Body 
construction introduces a framework combination of white ash with 
similar to passenger doors, curve out over the 


stained 


running board sill, thus protecting the concealed running board. 


Mortgage, Insurance Bills 


Hold Spotlight in Texas 


By B. C. Reber 
Staff Correspondent 

SAN ANTONIO, Texas—While 
considerable interest has been man- 
ifested throughout Texas in the bill 
now before the legislature which 
would increase the load limit for 
trucks, much greater concern is be- 
ing shown in two bills, identified 
as H. B. 35 and H. B. 403, accord- 
ing to word coming from the offices 
of the Texas Automotive Dealers 
Assn. here. 

The former is designed to control 
the sale of mortgaged property, 


Tenn. Truck Bill 
Passed, Maximum 


Weight Now30,000 


NASHVILLE. — The state legis- 
lature, before its adjournment sine 
die for the regular term, passed in 
both houses the bill increasing the 
maximum allowable weight of 
trucks from 24,000 to 30,000 pounds. 


An amendment was_ accepted 
which would prohibit more than 
16,000 of the allowable 30,000 
pounds weight being carried over 
one axle. 

Another amendment offered, but 
not approved, would prohibit re- 
ciprocal agreements to permit 
trucks from other states to oper- 
ate in Tennessee without a 
license. 


Trailer Show 


Draws Crowd 


CHICAGO.—tTrailer coach manu- 
facturers and dealers who con- 
verged here last week for the con- 
vention of retailers at the Stock 
Yard Inn and the trailer show in 
the International Amphitheater 
faced the care of consumer needs 
as a mutual problem this year. 


Reason for the difficulty was the 
demands of the federal government 
for trailers to be used as defense 
emergency mobile housing. This 
program calls for 3,000 to 5,000 
trailer coaches to be _ delivered 
within 120 days from the awarding 
of contracts. Bids for the units 
closed Mar. 1. 

More than 400 dealers and manu- 
facturer representatives from the 
coach trailer and related industries 
visited the convention and show. 
The latter event presented approxi- 
mately 100 units, along with acces- 
sories for trailers. 





southwest and west, conducting | 
and dinner meetings in honor | 5 


M. Chase, assistant general 
group above. 


Portland zone manager. 





| 


and stipulates what steps shall be 
taken in appraising the value of the 
property to be sold, and specifies 
that such property cannot be sold 
for 75 percent less than the ap- 
praised value. 

The second would prohibit a 
finance company from participating 
in the sale of, or taking any com- 
mission on, any insurance covering 
property against which the finance 
company has a lien. 


In H. B. 35, before any mort- 
gaged property could be sold, it 
would be necessary to have a dis- 
interested appraiser determine the 
value of the property. When sold 
under execution, or other judicial 
order of sale, the plaintiff would 
name an appraiser, and the defend- 
ant another. If these two failed to 
agree on a figure, then they would 
select a third, and the figure set by 
this third appraiser would be the 
one accepted. When the plaintiff 
and defendant tail to agree upon a 
third appraiser, then same may be 
named by the sheriff. 


When an appraisal has been 
made, and the figure named, the 
sheriff, or other official, may sell 
the property for not less than 75 
percent of the appraised value. If 
such figure is not bid when first 
offered for sale, the sheriff may 
after the expiration of three 
months again offer it for sale, and 
if it still fails to bring the re- 
quired figure, he shall hold it 
another three months before again 
offering it for sale. 


With the used car situation what 
it is today, the effect of such a bill 
on the industry in Texas may be 
readily appreciated. 


Protest Permanent Tax 


BOSTON.—Vigorous protest against 
proposed legislation to make perma- 
nent this state’s present 1-cent emer- 
gency gasoline tax was expressed at 
a recent legislative hearing here by 
motorists, truck operators, farmers and 
merchants. 


Texas Truckers’ 


LEGISLATION 


Load Limit Bill 


Passed in House 


AUSTIN, Tex. — Climaxing the 
first major fight of the session. 
the house of representatives finally 
has passed and sent to the senate 
a bill raising the truck load limit 
under a scientific formula to 4 
maximum gross weight of 35,00 
pounds. 


Drafted to allow a maximum 
gross weight of 56,000 pounds over 
the highways, the scientific formula 
bill barely escaped emasculation 
when, on a test vote, the house 
refused to table an amendment to 
restrict truck loads to 14,000 pounds 
net. The present law limits truck 
loads to 7,000 pounds net but it is 
widely violated. 


Faced with the prospect of de. 
feat, proponents of the scientific 
bill strengthened their forces by 
accepting a 35,000-pound gros; 
weight limit as a compromise. 

In the senate proponents hope to 
push through a 48,000-pound gross 
weight bill, but privately they ad- 
mit they would be satisfied by 
final passage of the house meas- 
ure in substantially its present 
form. 


Utah Dealers War 
+ e 
On Equity Bill 
SALT LAKE CITY.—Utah auto- 
mobile dealers are opposed to 
House Bill No. 88 now before the 
state legislature, according to 
Charles C. Freed, Salt Lake City 
De Soto-Plymouth dealer and 
chairman of the legislative com- 


mittee of Utah Automobile Dealers 
Assn. 


The bill, if approved, would re- 
quire the holder of a title-retaining 
note or a conditional sales contract 
to offer to the purchaser a “reason- 
able value” for his equity in the 
property involved before the prop- 
erty could be repossessed. Freed 
pointed out that Utah automobile 
dealers did business totaling $25,- 
000,000 in 1940, with more than 60 
percent of the business transacted 
on time payment plans. 


“To pass this bill would drive 
much of that credit business out 
of the state,” Freed told the leg- 
islators. “In the long run it would 
only prove detrimental to the pur- 
chasers who pay up on their con- 
tracts.” 


Freed quoted figures to prove to 
the legislators that there could be 
no “reasonable value” of an auto- 
mobile equity, because dealers have 
been losing money on their repos- 
sessions. He _ stated that Utah 
dealers lose an average of $58 on 
each car they are forced to repos- 
sess, and added that repossessions 
were the main cause of business 


failures among Utah automobile 


dealers. 





Ease Customs Regulations 


For Truckers, AMA Asks 


DETROIT.—Modification of Ca- 
nadian customs regulations so that 
United States motor carriers will 
be accorded the same privileges as 
American railroads in_ serving 
points in the U. S. through Canada, 
was urged by the Motor Truck 
Committee of the Automobile Man- 
ufacturers Assn. in a communica- 
tion from Robert F. Black, chair- 
man, to Secretary of State Cordell 
Hull. 

The committee points out that 
modification of the customs regu- 
lations would enable the motor 
carriers to shorten their running 
time considerably between midwest 


| points and upper New York state 


| 


by using the shorter route through 
Ontario. 

A similar position has been re- 
corded with the Secretary of State 


by the governors of the several | 
| owners 
sentatives of shipper and carrier| things, that the province is com- 


states affected, as well as repre- 


groups. en, 
In his communication, Black said, 


' “facts presented to us indicate that 





the highway mileage between Buf- 
falo and Detroit on heavily trav- 
eled highways in the U. S. is 365 
miles; a distance between the two 


ee 


points through the Province of On- | 


tario is 261 miles, or a net saving 


of 104 miles; between Buffalo and | 
Port Huron, Mich., the saving }s | 


210 miles. 

“While we have not made an 
over-all survey of the effect the 
lifting of this barrier would have 
on increased efficiency in the move- 


ment of materials for defense pur- | 


poses, it is obvious that the more 
facilities that are made available, 
the more effective will be the trans- 
portation agencies in the defense 
activity,” he stated. 

“We understand that the govern- 
ment of the Province of Ontario 15 


|willing to permit the use of its 


highways by U. S. motor truck 
provided, among other 


pensated for the use of its roads, 
and provided the responsibility of 
the U. S. truck owners is proved. 
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A STATEMENT OF Pouicy 


By The New Publisher of Macfadden Magazines 








ITH THE retirement of Bernarr Macfadden 

W as active head of Macfadden publications, 
it is proper that the management which is to carry on 
in the tradition he began should make known its course 
and purpose. This message, then, is addressed to all 
who have been readers of these magazines; to the adver- 
tisers who have invested many millions in the progress 
of Macfadden publications; and to those trustees of 
good opinion, the advertising agencies. 

For more than half a century, Bernarr Macfadden 
has worked for the welfare of people. He did much to 
make public health a matter of individual well-being, 
and his early efforts were directed toward a dramatiza- 
tion of physical fitness. He opened the windows of the 
American home; he made exercise intelligent; he put 
vitamins, fruit juices and whole-grain bread on the 
American family menu. With bold and honest words, 
he tore away the private secrecies of disease to expose 
it as a public problem. As American life grew more 
complex, Macfadden magazines were expanded in 
number and broadened in concept to meet the new ne- 
cessities of living. The necessities of the mind and the 
spirit; the new pressures and problems, the added re- 
sponsibilities of the individual. 

Bernarr Macfadden early recognized magazines 
as mediums of public education. Beginning with a pam- 
phlet as a vehicle for his then advanced ideas, his publi- 
cations have grown in number and circulation, have 
become a force in American opinion. Today, the Ameri- 








e@e 











can people buy nearly two hundred million copies of 
Macfadden magazines a year. These magazines have 
achieved this importance in American life because the 
ideas they carry from publisher to reader are vital, real 
—close to the aims and wants of people. 

His work so well begun and done, Bernarr 
Macfadden now retires; but the principles and pur- 
poses toward which he strove continue. He passes com- 
mand to those men most closely identified with the ac- 
complishments of this company. Men who have worked 
for upwards of a quarter of a century to build this insti- 
tution; men whose intelligent labors are not measured 
alone in years of service. 

Publishing, it has been said, is a business of paper, 
and ink —and brains. I think it is something more than 
that, something bigger. Publishing is also concerned 
with the public good, with that understanding of human 
hopes and motives which makes a publication at once 
a leader of opinion—and the voice of the people. We 
believe in America and its people. In the right of the 
individual to be happy; in the necessity of the individual 
to understand himself, his fellow-men, and the forces 
which make his world. We accept the responsibility of 
the publisher to arouse this understanding; to interpret 
the problems which confront Americans; to provide the 
materials for their major decisions and minor pleasures. 

It is in this image that the new management is 
made. It is in this belief that we continue. It is with this 
goal that we carry on. 






QM. J. Elder 
President and Publisher 








eso 


Macfadden Publications, Inc. 
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LEGISLATION 


Truckers Protest ICC’s Decision in Kansas Rail Case 


Wholesale Invasion Seen 


Of Highway Transport Field 


WASHINGTON. —A storm of 
protest, both from the organized 
trucking industry as represented by 
the American Trucking Associa- 
tions, and from railroad labor, has 
greeted the Interstate Commerce 
Commission decision in the Kansas 
City Southern case which removed 
.vital restrictions on railroad use of 
motor trucks. As the ATA inter- 
prets the decision, it throws open 
the gate for large-scale invasion of 
the highway transport field by the 
railroads. 


Written by Chairman Joseph B. 
Eastman, the ICC decision adopted, 
in effect, the rails’ theory of coordi- 
nated rail-and-truck service. 

“We are persuaded,” the commis- 
sion said, “that the motor portion 
of such coordinated service could 
most efficiently and effectively be 
supplied either by the rail carriers 
themselves or by motor carriers un- 
der their control rather than by 


Fancy Fixtures Boost 


Insurance Rates 10% 

MONTREAL. — Fancy grilles 
and other intricate car fixtures 
that involve expensive repairs 
were held responsible today for 
the boost of 10 percent in auto- 
mobile collision insurance in 
Quebec province. 

“We can’t help it,” said P. M. 
May, assistant manager of the 
Royal Insurance Co., a member 
of the automobile executive 
committee of the Canadian Un- 
derwriters Assn. “If they put 
these expensive fixtures on cars, 
someone has to pay. A few years 
ago, for instance, a grille that 
was damaged in a crash was 
comparatively simple to repair. 
Today, repair costs have risen 
sharply.” 





existing independent motor car- 
riers.” 

1CC’s decision eliminates condi- 
tions which in the past have to 
some extent restrained railroads 
engaged in truck operation. The 
rails, it is pointed out, still will be 
restricted to truck service at points 


which are stations along the rail. 


line, but no longer will truck serv- 
ice be limited to shipments which 
have moved or will be moved by 
rail under a thorough bill of lading. 
This long-standing restriction has 
been replaced by a new provision 
which merely prohibits the rails 
from using trucks to transport 
shipments from one designated key 
point to another. 

The decision was made in a case 
involving the application of the 
Kansas City Southern Transporta- 
tion Co. and several other rail sub- 
sidiaries for certificates to perform 
truck operations. These applica- 
tions had been approved by the 
Motor Carrier division and were 
consolidated into one case for re- 
view by the whole commission, 
which then reaffirmed the division’s 
orders granting the applications. 

“In a sweeping decision which 
strikes at the very foundations of 
the independent trucking industry,” 
the ATA declared, “the commission 
virtually has given railroads carte 
blanche to engage in motor vehicle 
operations without restraint. This 
policy, if carried out in practice by 
the railroads, which have been cast- 
ing envious eyes at motor vehicle 
operations, can lead to but one re- 
sult. Many, if not most, of the in 
dependent truck lines will be shoved 
out of the picture. Railroads will 
set up competing lines which will 
offer transportation service at at- 
tractively reduced rates, and the 
motor carriers will be forced either 


to sell out or gu into bankruptcy.” 


x*k * 


First MILuioN FIRSTS 


According to the latest Starch Consumer Magazine 
Report covering eighteen publications, The National 
Geographic Magazine’s leadership in that group is 


shown as follows: 


First among all weekly and monthly magazines 
in thorough readership of black and white ad- 


vertising pages. 


First among all weekly and monthly magazines 
in thorough readership of four-color advertis- 


ing pages. 


3 


First among all weekly and monthly magazines 
in percentage of major executives who are 


heads of reader families. 


4 


of reader families. 


D 


$5,000 or more. 


6 


$3,000 or more. 
Sell the First 


THE NATIONAL 


GEOGRAPHIC 


First among all weekly and monthly magazines 
in percentage of professional men who are heads 


First among all weekly and monthly magazines 
in percentage of families having incomes of 


First among all weekly and monthly magazines 
in percentage of families having incomes of 


Million First 


MAGAZINE 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 


Net Paid Circulation Exceeds 1,000,000 
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A CONGRATULATORY scroll, 
was 


Holler, left, the committee is E. H 
of Detroit, and Robert Coyle of Detroit. 


Wash. Motor Legislation 
Advancing in Final Sessions 


OLYMPIA, WASH.—With the 
state legislature entering its final 
two weeks, considerable automotive 
legislation is making progress, 
while some of it is marking time. 

Summary of the situation fol- 


Repeal of Weight 
Tax Depending on 


Truck License Bill 


INDIANAPOLIS.—A bill to in- 
crease state truck license fees stil) 
is being held in committee in the 
Indiana house of representatives 
and upon its passage depends the 
repeal of the truck tire weight tax 
which commercial truck users say 
is taking away all their profits. 
The bone of contention is the 
farmer, who under the proposed 
bill, would have his fees increased 
considerably. 

Under the tire weight tax, the 
state is collecting about $1,500,000 
a year in fees and the proposed 
bill is aimed to assimilate part of 
this load. Under the proposed bill 
50 percent of the fees would be 
used to widen highway hill ap- 
proaches and summits on_ the 
theory that heavy vehicles could 
pull to one side, allowing lighter 
traffic to pass safely. 


Iu the Honpner 


Sunday Ban Asked 

ALBANY. — Operation of trucks on 
Sundays and holidays would be placed 
under regulations to be promulgated 
by the State Public Service Commis- 
sion, under terms of a bill introduced 
in the state legislature here by Sena- 
tor Robert E. Johnson, Staten Island 
Republican. 


* * 


N. Y. Road Program 

ALBANY.—A five-year highway con- 
struction program, to be financed by 
a $200,000,000 bond issue, is proposed 
in a bill introduced in the_ state 
legislature here by Senator Arthur 
H. Wicks of Kingston and Assembly- 
man Harry A. Reoux of Warrensburg, 
both Republicans. 

* * * 


Chain Store Tax Exemption 
ATLANTA.—A bill ‘‘to relieve own- 
ers of only one store from payment 
of the chain store tax’’ has been 
introduced in the house by Rep. Craw- 
ford Pilcher of Warren. 


* * - 
Mont. Caravanning Bill 
BUTTE, Mont.—A bill to regulate 


the caravanning of motor vehicles from 
factory to dealer was rushed out of 
committee in the Montana legislature 
with a ‘‘do pass’’ recommendation. 
The measure was introduced by Rep. 
C. J. Williams, automobile dealer from 
sillings. Pa 


Separate Trailer Certificates 


LINCOLN, Neb.—Commercial trail- 
ers must be registered annually with 
county treasurers with an accompany- 
ing $i fee, according to an amendment 
offered by Senator Howard of the 
Nebraska legislature, to his own LB 
109. a measure to soften bus license 
requirements, which has been sent up, 
with the amendment, to final reading. 

* * 


N. H. Headlight Bill Advances 
CONCORD, N. 


so-called “headlight dimming bill’’ has 
been passed by the upper branch of 
the state legislature. The bill, sent 
| to the house for action, provides that 
| all motorists ‘“‘upon approaching a 
'motor vehicle at night shall dim_ the 


highlights of their motor vehicles.”’ 





signed by all the young men who are 
members of the Chevrolet School of Modern Merchandising and Management, 
resented last week to W. E. Holler, general sales manager of Chevrolet, 
on the occasion of his and Mrs. Holler’s 30th a 
Heiman jr. of Chicago, Wilfred Whyte 
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Registration Act 
On Cars, Trucks 


Passed in Tenn, 


NASHVILLE.—W. F. Clark, qj. 
rector of the automobile registra. 
tion division, Tennessee depart. 
ment of finance and taxation ha 
notified all automobile dealers ap; 
county clerks that the new law pp. 
garding registration of trucks an; 
automobiles is in effect and thy 
there are heavy penalties for viols. 
tion of the act. 

The measure, passed by the 72h; 
general assembly, requires _ thy 
duplicate registration certificate; 
|must be carried in automobiles 
all times and must be available fo; 
inspection by agents of the depart. 
ment, the highway patrol and aj 
peace officers. 

Persons failing to comply ar 
= to a fine of from $2.50 ty 


| Out of Hopper 


Wyo. Truck Bill Loses 
CHEYENNE, Wyo. Wyoming's 
house of oo ae has killed « 
trucking bill designed to permit th 
operation of larger trucks and trail. 
ers on the state's sighways. 


Mont. Title Bill Loses 
_BUTTE, Mont.—The certificate titl 
bill, requested by Montana Automobik 
Dealers Assn., and introduced by Rep 
C. J. Williams, second vice-president 


anniversary. Next to 


lows: House bill 16—automobile li- 
censes Apr. 1 instead of Jan. 1. In 
committee: HB 25—would put the | 
state into the gasoline business, In 
committee: HB 151—provides for 
filing of conditional sale contracts 
and > es ae oe 
tor of licenses here, instead of in| C; Y 
the various counties: HB 161—|2f,MADA, failed to pass the Montan 
exempts bad debts and accounts 7 ** @ 
from the payment of state two per usnetmeant Diversion 
cent sales tax, which would permit tremabersinn $6 300,000 coe te nan 
deductions on repossessions. En-| license fund to help continue a $14. 
pore by ra oe HB 274— | teas . —— until June Was 
prohibits ad valorem taxes on mo- | 2° a eek in the senate as 
tor vehicles, 1941 and thereafter, | toys"! 1esislation, but passed & 
requested by the department of li- ede 
censes and endorsed by dealers. Ban License Plate Extensions 
HB 280—Uniform Trust Receipts | schricker has sinned a oii neety, & 
act, which is sponsored by the deal- | unlawful for any state, county or city 
er association. Has passed the y pong to make any proclamation or 
house and is in the senate: HB og Ay Gny moter vehicle lccast 
285—requires 20 days’ notice of | plates beyond the limit fixed by law. 
intention to forfeit conditional sales | eee 
contract and repossess; gives ven- Pe ae eee en 
dee 90 days thereafter to redeem. | Sumner Sewall has signed a bill clip- 
Still in committee: HB 363—gives 
car owners until Jan. 31 to secure 






























Defeat Sales Tax Reduction _ 
LANSING.—By a vote of 42 to 1b 
the Michigan house has_ rejected ¢ 
proposal by Rep. Walter F. Remer 0! 
Saginaw, to decrease the sales tax on 
new car purchases. Under present law 
the full price of a new car is con 
sidered when the sales tax is communes 
the net 


ping the executive council’s power 
over the state highway commission 
a 5 The bill will become law 90 days after 
license plates; provides for penalty | the legislature adjourns. The measur: 
of $3 if not procured by that date. ae a — Roa = aes 
. . . i e highway commission ani 
Still in committee: HB 380—re- limits the powers of the executiv 
peals the caravan law. | council with relation to edministratio 
: |o e commission. It will eliminat 
. Senate Bill 9—state compulsory | council approval of employment ¢! 
insurance: SB 70—where property | chief engineers. salaries ito be paid 
is repossessed, must refund to pur- | {2€, Construction and maintenance © 
5 high ses y n 
chaser 50 per cent of amount paid, | pos a a a a 
in certain cases. Still in commit- 
tee: SB 84—three per cent sales| 
tax. In committee: SB 107—li- 
censes and regulates persons in 
motor vehicle financing. Still in 
committee: SB 174—Wage-Hour 
act now pending in the house, with | 





* : Remer proposed that only 
recommendation of committee to purchase price—the full price less th 
pass. ' trade-in allowance—be taxed. 








AT THE MEETING in Detroit last Tuesday of regional managers and dis 
tributors of the Great Lakes region of Nash Motors were, left to right, H. 


| Little, advertising manager; W. A. Blees, general sales manager; R. H. Israel.) 
| assistant general sales manager; G. Strelinger, assistant to the general sales) 


i 


manager, and A. R. Boscow, fleet sales manager. 





ALSO PRESENT at the Nash meeting were, left to right, Howard Kram™, 
Indianapolis branch manager; E. A. Molenske, Youngstown distributor; Howard 
| Bauer, vice-president, Nash Detroit Co.; E. T. Keller, Toledo distributor; RB. M. 
for 


Kelley, Buffalo branch manager; Don D. Boden, organization manager 
Great Lakes region; H. K. Levering, Cleveland distributor, and E. I. LeJusté 
service manager for the Great Lakes Region. 








—_ 
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High Tensile 







ITS INHERENTLY FINER GRAIN 
wanes ALL THE ma 





is Available IMMEDIATELY 


You can get, for immediate delivery, this superior low alloy, high tensile, high ductile steel, 
which is regularly being used in the manufacture of many types of equipment for the defense 
program. Great Lakes Steel Corporation has placed N-A-X HIGH TENSILE on the priority 
list—-that is, orders calling for the use of N-A-X HIGH TENSILE in defense equipment get 
special handling and special position on all rolling schedules. This policy was adapted by Great 
Lakes in order to speed up as much as possible the all-important defense program. 


N-A-X HIGH TENSILE is being used for a variety of defense and other parts because it has: 





DUCTILITY — assuring long fatigue life and ease of fabrication. IMPACT RESISTANCE 
——————— ne  .._._._—R SS ° r 
STRE 75°F. 65 foot pounds (Charpy Keyhole) 

NGTH . ‘iiss —25°F. 50 foot pounds (Charpy Keyhole) 

Typical Properties of 7/16 inch Thick Plate P way SET 

Condition Yield Tensile % Elonga- 
of Plate Doias Strength tion 2” R.A. EXCELLENT WELDABILITY—A steel with the combined 
As Rolled......... 56,690 p.s.i. 83,000 p.s.l. 40% properties of N-A-X HIGH TENSILE as given above and 
Stressed Relieved...55,410 p.s.i. 81,650 p.s.i. 44% possessing the excellent weldability as this low alloy high 
(6 hrs. at 1115°F. Furnace cooled) tensile does, enables the fabricator to produce products that 
Heat Treated........ 126,200 p.S.i. 135,150 p.S.l. 22.6% 54% meet the very exacting specifications for defense equipment. 


N-A-X HIGH TENSILE also enables the fabricator to turn out parts and products 
economically because this unusual low alloy steel goes through each phase of manufacture 
smoothly, easily, quickly. 

A Great Lakes engineer will be glad to show you how you can use N-A-X HIGH TEN- 
SILE to advantage. Wire, write or telephone for one today. Great Lakes Steel Corporation, 
Detroit, Michigan. 


—— = a 7 in ai Se ae — 





LIST OF PRODUCTS 
Hot Rolled Strip (down to 1 inch wide) .. . Hot Rolled Strip Sheets (up to gi inches wide) ... Spring Steel (carbon and alloy)... Merchant 
Bars... Forging Bars... Automobile Bumper Sections... Bar Mill Sections... N-A-X HIGH TENSILE Bars, Shapes, Sheets, Billets . . . 
Sheet Bars .. . Hot and Cold Rolled Sheets... Michigan Metal for Vitreous Enameling ... Deep Drawing Quality (in all grades, widths up to 


yg! inches) ... Stran-Steel Metal Framing for Residential and Commercial Construction. 


GREAT LAKES STEEL CORPORATION—DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


Sales Offices in Principal Cities 


NATIONAL STEEL CORPORATION 


Executive Offices, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


aivist On of 
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Ky. Decision Cives New Slant 
To Car F inancing Practices 


LOUISVILLE. -- Circuit Judge 
William H. Field last week put a 
new angle on automobile financing 
practices here. 


Judge Field declined to National 
Bond & Investment Co. an award 
of $305.70 deficiency judgment 
against Vincent J. Biller, after 
ordering the company to return 
Biller’s $350 down payment on an 
automobile on which he was unable 
to keep up installment payments. 

Judge Field’s decision held that 
the automobile company didn’t sell 
the car to Biller but merely gave 
him possession of the vehicle, the 
sale being contingent on Biller’s 
completion of payments on the 
note. 

Biller bought the car for $1,180.70, 
paid $350 down and signed an 
installment note for $830.70 which 


was turned over to the bonding 
company. Biller failed to make the 
prescribed payments, the car was 
taken back, sold for $525 and the 
suit for $305.70 deficiency was 
brought. 


Judge Field held that the down 
payment actually was a _ consid- 
eration for the privilege of entering 
into an agreement for acquisition 
of title to the car and said it fol- 
lows that _“sequestration of the 
down payment wears the earmarks 
of a forfeiture — a penalty for his 
failure to pay his note—in a 
word, usury.” 

In addition, Judge Field said it 
was indicated that the bonding 
company failed to exercise ordi- 
nary care to sell the car for the 
highest price obtainable in order 
to protect Biller’s interest, thus 


FINANCIAL 


Profits Tax Ups Shares Slightly 


making itself liable to Biller for 
conversion. 

He said that cars reclaimed 
should be disposed of at a public 
sale so that the failing owner will 

ave some chance to protect him- 
self and regain some of the money 
he has invested in the automobile. 


Gain Is Shown 
By International 


CHICAGO. — Net income of the 
International Harvester Co. for its 
fiscal year ended Oct. 31, 1940, 
was $23,161,110, it was announced 
last week in the annual report 
made public by Sydney G. McAl- 
lister, president. This was equiva- 
lent to $4.11 per share of common 
stock, after provision for preferred 
dividends. 

Total 1940 sales in the United 
States, and sales of products manu- 
factured in the U. S. to foreign 
subsidiaries, amounted to $274,682,- 
000 


—— 


Possible Shortage of Cars 


Fails to Upset Wall Street 


By Dana Stuart 
Wall St. Correspondent 
NEW YORK.— Demonstration 
that the security markets may 
have removed themselves from en- 
tire domination by foreign events 
was given in the past week when 
stock prices advanced on the news 


regarding impending changes in 
the excess profits tax law. 
Although benefits to individual 


companies as a result of these 
changes will vary, with some reap- 
ing virtually none, the financial 
world found considerable consola- 
tion in the fact that the necessary 
reforms in this measure apparently 
are to be made at once and not 
after the law has been on the books 
for several years. 


The upturn in stocks on the news 
of the tax relief provisions was not 
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Bookmark 3rd Cover 


THE 8-HOUR 


EXCLUSIVELY AMERICAN 


Such venturesome spirits of in- 
dustry as those who moved the 
gearshift from car floor to wheel 
. the cracker from barrel to box 
_will recognize a comtparable 
achievement 
Magazine's exclusive new adver- 
tising advance. 


space units—new sizes and shapes, 
opening up challenging possi- 
bilities in advertising design . . . 
mé 
and reading...already contracted 
for by many of the country’s pace- 
setting advertisers. See the first 
of the dynamic new Book- 
mi 
current APRIL issue. 


—AND A HIT! 


The American 


in 


This is a series of unique new 


iking for heightened noting 


irk Third Covers in the 


READING 


HABIT 


of it! 


A great audience, too! 2! 


sively read magazines. 


Read the 


THE 


IN 2% 


MILLION 


XCITEMENT, speed, action... 60 stirring minutes 


Multiply that by 8! Then youll know why the wide 

variety of appeals contained within the covers of The 
American Magazine make it so absorbing that the reader 
averages 8 full hours with each issue ...eternity, con- 
sidering the life of most advertising. 
; million families . . . biggest 
general monthly circulation of all ...comprised of peo- 
ple who cheerfully pay a quarter for a magazine as un- 
concernedly as others spend a nickel. 

Most surprising—your advertising can tap this super- 
market at no greater cost than it takes to reach audi- 
ences of lower purchasing power through less inten- 


APRIL issue of The American Magazine 

..as a prelude to hearing the amazing advertising facts 
about it. The Crowell-Collier Publishing Company, 250 
Park Avenue, New York, N. Y. 


American 


MAGAZINE 


A CROWELL-COLLIER PUBLICATION 


FAMILIES 





STOCK PRICE AVERAGES 


Previous Latest 


Year 

Week Week Change Ago 

24 motors esos 29.32 30.43 +111 35,97 
10 car-truck co.’s .... 30.21 31.44 41.23 39.59 
10 parts-access. .. . 25.89 26.69 +0.80 25.5% 
4tire-rubbers .. - 16.50 17.50 +1.00 23.9% 


ee 


aggressive, however, indicating 
that the many uncertainties stil] 
overhanging the world and domes. 
tic situation are too strong an ip. 
fluence to be thrown entirely aside 
at this time. It was encouraging to 
Wall Street, however, to find even 
a modest response to favorable do- 
mestic news. 


Another favorable development 
in the stock market as far as the 
automotive industry was concerned 
was the failure of published re. 
ports about future automobile pro- 
duction to unsettle motor shares, 
These reports were that shortages 
of materials and strikes might in- 
terfere seriously with automobile 
output of 1941 models. Action of 
the motor stocks following publica- 
tion of this news indicated that 
either the possibility had been dis- 
counted already or that the threat 
was not taken too seriously in 
financial quarters. It also was 
noted that not a great deal of at- 
tention was paid to reports that 
Mrs. Roosevelt had indicated 
people might be asked to reduce 
their purchases of such products 
as motor cars. As it developed, 
Wall Street was right in its judg- 
ment of these reports because they 
turned out to be misconstrued. 

One of the most noticeable de- 
velopments in the automotive group 
of stocks in the past week or so 
has been the tendency of prices to 
move in unison. This may mean 
that the various cross currents as 
among different companies have 
been smoothed out and that se- 
curities of the automotive industry 
may move along more parallel 
lines than has been the case for 
some months. 


New Anti-Trust 
Trials Are Faced 
By 7 Oil Firms 


SUPERIOR, Wis. — Twelve new 
cases charging seven major oil 
companies with violation of the 
Sherman anti-trust and Clayton 
acts have been filed in federal 
court here and are scheduled for 
hearing at the March term. 

Price-fixing and conspiracy are 
charged in the complaints entered 
by the oil companies against Soc- 
ony-Vacuum, Continental Oil, Pure 
Oil, Shell Oil, Sinclair Refining. 
Mid - Continental Petroleum and 
Phillips Petroleum. 

The plaintiffs and amounts they 
are seeking are as follows: Con- 
sumers Oil Co., Delaware, $360,000: 
Sterling Oil Co., Minneapolis, $660,- 
000; Olmstead County Oil Co. 
Olmstead county, Minn., $56,400: 
Golden Rule Co., Eau Claire, $525, 
000; Petroleum Service Co., Min- 
neapolis, $1,800,000; Highway Oil 
Co., Mason City, Ia., $120,000; Su- 
perior Refining Co., Minneapolis. 
$180,000; O’Brien Oil Co., Superior 
and Duluth, $210,000; Fisher Oil 
Co., Minnesota, $96,000; 906 Master 
Service, North Dakota, $63,000; In- 
dependent Oil Co., Aitkin, Minn. 
$120,000, and the Westland Oil Co. 
Scobey, Mont., $300,000. 


Walker Is Retained 


By Standard Products 
DETROIT. — George W. Walker, 
industrial stylist, has been re 
tained as consulting designer bY 
Standard Products Co., with head- 


quarters in Detroit, according to | 


an announcement made by r. 
J. S. Reid, the company’s president. 

Walker, whose revolutionary 4deé- 
signs for motor cars made largely 
of plastics have created widesprea 
discussion in the automobile 1” 
dustry, will collaborate with eng 
neers of the company’s Therm 
Plastics division in developing ne* 
shapes and forms for automobile 
trims and accessories. 
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LET’S GET TO THE 


lo Every Man in the 
Automotive Industry 


who is interested in stepping up the sales appeal, improving 
the performance and increasing the efficiency of the motors 
he builds, the story of Fram is a story of vital importance. 


ln seven short years Fram has become the acknowledged 
leader of the filter field. Fram is used as standard equipment 
01 more motors than a// other replacement-cartridge-type 
oil filters made. Today there are more than 3,000,000 Fram- 
‘quipped cars on the road—and thousands more now on 
production lines carry Frams as standard equipment. 





look below at the list of famous engine builders who now 
use Frams on some or all of their products. Then look at the 
illustrations on this page. They'll show you why Fram has 
shot to the top—on merit alone. 


are made of heavy, one-piece pressed steel. Threaded 
extrusions are reinforced with special FRAM patented 
heavy steel rings. A FRAM is built to outlast the motor 
on which it serves. Many manufacturers have found that 
FRAMS on their cars give them a definite sales advantage. 


FRAM CORPORATION, PROVIDENCE, R. I. 
Factories: East Providence, R. I., Ann Arbor and Otsego, Mich. 


FRAMS USED ON FAMOUS MOTORS 


"sé manufacturers of famous car, truck, bus, tractor, marine, 
esel and Stationary motors have adopted oil cleaners embodying 
t . ° 7 e 
¢ Fram Principle of chemical filtration. 
;LOCAR TRACTORS 
te TRUCKS 
TRACTORS 

WX STEEUNER BUSES 
Nt STEWART MOTORS 
“ONDOR TRUCKS 
on NENTAL MOTORS 


GUIBERSON DIESELS STAR MARINE ENGINES 
KERMATH MARINE MOTORS STUDEBAKER COMMANDER 
LINCOLN-ZEPHYR CARS CARS 

MACK TRUCKS (ED, EE, EF, EG) STUDEBAKER PRESIDENT CARS 
MERCURY CARS STUDEBAKER BUSES 


PACIFIC MARINE MOTORS STUDEBAKER TRUCKS 
TRIUMPH (ENGLISH) CARS 


FORD Caps PERKINS DIESELS ~ an 
RUSTON HORNSBY DIESELS K. R. WILSON ELECTRICAL, : : 
"OD TRACTORS SCRIPPS MARINE MOTORS INDUSTRIAL AND MARINE Minute Man of the Motor. teres ine 


MOTORS 
WILSON MFG. CO. MOTORS 


FRAM patented Dip-stick—first device of its kind ona 
motor to tell the motorist when his filter cartridge needs 
replacing. And with clean oil always in the crank-case, 
repair bills will be cut. Your motors, equipped with FRAMS 
will earn a reputation for greater operating economy. 


STANDARD GAS ENGINES 





Built To Take it: All FRAM bodies and covers 
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If You Had X-Ray Eyes teres now a rRam 


would look to you. Fiber cartridge filling, chemically im- 
pregnated by a patented process, not only removes dirt, 
sludge and impurities, but impedes the formation of harm- 
ful chemical contamination. Keeps oil good as new. Packed 
in metal containers,can’t ruptureor dump dirt into oil stream. 





s 
Adequate Capacity -A half-ton pick-up can’t 
carry a 12-ton load. Neither can an oil filter with inade- 
quate capacity give a motor the protection it needs. Every 
FRAM is built to do its particular job well . . . to clean oil 
really clean, to clean it faster and to keep it clean longer. 
A correct capacity FRAM for every motor size and use. 


FRAM Oil & Motor Cleaner 
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Goodrich Acts 
To Prolong Life 
Of Its °41 Tires 


NEW YORK.—Described as “an 
important research contribution for 
conserving supplies of natural rub- 
ber,” Duramin, a combination of 
chemical age- resisters discovered 
in the Akron laboratories of B. F. 
Goodrich Co., will be used in the 
1941 Silvertown tire line of the 
company, President John L. Collyer 
announced last week. 


“In addition to coonerating with 


dustry in every effort to accumu- 


late reserve stocks of rubber, we| of rubber products by retarding the 
are drawing upon every resource effects of oxidation, 
our research has made possible to| cause of premature aging. 
0 : i “So potent 
the American public will purchase| stated, ‘that it is effective in mi- 
during the coming year,” Collyer] nute amounts. In tires, the quantity 
said used ranges from 
Duramin, he said, is an achieve-|to 2 percent of the amount of 
ment of the company’s research| rubber in the compound.” 
The development of Duramin 


prolong the service life of the tires 


efforts to lengthen the service life 


of 1 percent 








ALL ABOARD for Florida to collect their reward, as winners of a sales 
contest, are these Detroit Hudson dealers and their wives. This is the fourth 
annual prize winners trip hosted by Aaron DeRoy Motor Car Co., Hudson 
the government and the rubber in-| distributors of the Detroit territory. 





extends the program, aimed at! 


forestalling the possibility of ra- 
tioning of rubber in this country 
which the Goodrich company 
launched in June of last year when 
it began the manufacture of the 


first synthetic rubber passenger | 
car tires ever offered for sale to)! 





| 
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Defense, Selling Tasks Outlined to Illinois Dealer, 


IATA Reelects Popplewell, 
Backs Sales Tax Reduction 


(Continued from Page 1) 


aim. It’s still true: ‘He who serves 
best, profits most.’” 

Moock discussed the importance 
of the national defense program 
in his talk at the banquet meeting, 
winding up the convention. This 
subject was dealt with at greater 
length by a surprise visitor, L. 
Clare Cargile, president of National 
Automobile Dealers Assn., who was 
called upon to address the lunch- 
eon session Tuesday. 


Cargile referred to the training} Walter Blanchard, manager, ang! 


of mechanics to replace those 
drafted into military and indus- 
try service as “a serious situation” 
for dealers, and predicted that “a 
definite curtailment in the produc- 
tion of motor vehicles” is in pros- 
pect later. 

“With the situation as it is, we 
dealers should quit working for 


the American public, it was stated.' the public for nothing,” Cargile 


Presenting the 


EVIDENCE IN THE CASE 


These three unretouched photographs show the results of tests of 
three nationally sold, popular brands of motor oil. 





oy, 
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SLUDGE ... TRACE 
Stabilized Quaker State Motor Oil. 


After comparative test... crankcase 
shows only slight trace of sludge. 


SLUDGE . . . CONSIDERABLE 


30¢ motor oil. After comparative test 
. . . crankcase pan has considerable 
deposit of lumpy, granular sludge. 


@ The New Stabilized Quaker State Motor Oil not only resists 
the formation of sludge, it also fights varnish and corrosion. 
Quaker State has developed a way to remove the unstable elements 
in motor oil that cause these harmful deposits. No greater advance 


in scientific lubrication has ever been made. 
Prove for yourself, in your own car, how far science has 
progressed toward elimination of the damage and annoyance 


caused by inferior lubricants. 


You will then be happy to recommend the New Stabilized 
Quaker State Motor Oils to your friends and customers. Quaker 
State Oil Refining Corporation, Oil City, Pennsylvania. 


The New 
TABILLZED QUAKER STATE MOTOR OIL 


SLUDGE... HEA 


25¢ motor oil. After comparative test 
...crankcase pan contains heavy, thick 
accumulation of black tarry sludge. 








QUAKER 


STATS ot 


MOTOR OIL 


CERTIFIED — 
GUARANTEED 


Retail price, 
S¢ per quart 
. L— 





i ject of apprentices and help re. 





| automobile department, turned his 





















declared. “Don’t let people make 
monkeys out of us, as they have 
been doing in the past. So far ag 
we are concerned, the defense pro 
gram is flexible, not mandatory, 
It is highly important that 
keep public transportation going 
and keep the dollars coming 
dealers.” 
Other NADA officials in addition’ 
to Cargile at the convention jn! 
cluded David Castles, treasurer; 


Charles Bishop, general counsel, 
who addressed the opening session 
on the wage-hour law. 

Efforts to enact wage-hour laws 
in a number of states were fore’ 
cast by Bishop, who urged upon! 
dealers a policy of keeping beyond 
the scope of such legislation ag’ 
far as possible by avoiding inter. 
state commerce operations. He ex. 
pressed hope that a definition of 
wholesaling and retailing, prom- 
ised by Washington officials by 
last December, would be forth 
coming soon. 

Sam Shapiro, general manager 
of Chicago Automobile Dealers 
Assn., who was assigned the sub- 


placements, stated in his address 
that the best sources of supply 
are youths under the draft age 
and men beyond it. 

“Dealers must make improve- 
ments and adjust wages to keep 
their present mechanics happy,” 
Shapiro asserted. “We recently 
made a survey in Cook county 
and found that the number of 
apprentices is one to every 20 to 
25 mechanics, whereas it should 
be one to seven. More of them 
must be developed and_ secured 
because of the active bidding going 
on in the aircraft, machine shop 
and other industries.” 

Shapiro declared that high school 
students should be employed as 
mechanics on the basis of two 
or three hours daily and all day 
Saturday, and that they should be 
engaged with the understanding 
that they will enjoy promotions 
with a choice of work in the deal- 
er’s establishment. 

Also representing CATA on the 
program was J. B. Van Tassel, 
dealer management consultant, who 
stressed the need for what he 
termed “balanced operation.” 

John J. Nash, chief of the state 


talk into a question-and-answer 
clinic to create a better under- 
standing of relations between that 
department and dealers in such 
matters as financing, certificates of 
title, and other points. 

K. R. Popplewell of Rock Island, 
A. G. Miller of Galesburg, and 
Joseph T. Bower of Peoria were 
reelected president, vice-president 
and treasurer, respectively. C. W. 
Coons of Peoria, was reappointed 
manager of the association. 

One of the bright spots of the 
convention, attended by more than 
200, came when Popplewell intro- 
duced members of the Illinois-Mis- 
souri Chevrolet Dealers Assn., in 
cluding Harvey Reilley, president: 
Gene Kemper, secretary; W. W. 
Burns and B. B. Burns, for pur 
poses of announcing that the Ili 
nois division of this Chevrolet 
dealer group, numbering 86 mem- 
bers, had just joined the IATA 
He then presented Joseph A. 
Schlecht, secretary of Missour! 
Automobile Dealers Assn., who 
made known that the 64 members 
of the Chevrolet organization 1 
that state had done likewise !! 
the Missouri state association. 

Popplewell turned the banquet 
meeting over to Lynn S. Snow, 
CATA president, IATA director and 
NADA regional vice-president, wh? | 
introduced Lake Hays of Memphis, 
attorney for Universal Underwrit 
ers, the toastmaster. ’ 

Resolutions pledged cooperatio? 
with national defense, opposition t 
diversion of gasoline tax and l- 
cense fees, unfair and burdensome | 
labor laws, and recommended 4 
reduction of the state sales ta 
from 3 to 2 percent, along Wi? | 
legislation to protect Illinois dea’ 
ers from out-of-state transaction 
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What do YOU know 
about the most talked-about 
Car in America? 













ee HERE’S not much doubt in the mind of anyone Especially how much you know about the kind of franchise 
W familiar with things automotive which 1941 motor- that goes along with this fast-selling package —the kind of 
md car holds the center of the stage in buyer interest. sound, profitable, forward-looking opportunity a Buick 


dealership represents to the right man. 


tro- You still find owners groping for words to describe 

7: Buick’s nimble action — still hear them around the gas There’s no better time than now, with Buick quality 
W pumps comparing notes on the astonishing thrift of its hitting an all-time high in perfection, to start selling 
ur FirEBALL power with Compound Carburetion. these business-building beauties. 

li 

olet ~ : ; . . | 

TA You even find competitive salesmen talking Buick— — There are still a few open spots available — and if you 
A. doubtless out of sheer necessity; you'd almost think act quickly, there’s time to get in on the bulk of the 
a their measure of merit in their own car is how close spring rush. The man to write, you know, is: 

~ it comes to equaling Buick’s size, room, power, ride 

" and value. Wo. F. HUFSTADER, General Sales Manager 

oF But the important thing is not just how much talk you’ve Buick Motor Division, Flint, Mich. 

“ho | heard about Buick — it’s how much you actually know 

nt | about it firsthand. 





EXEMPLAR OF GENERAL MOTORS VALUE 
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AMA Cites Car Industry’s Role in Defense Progra 


Manpower Contribution Seen 


Reaching 150,000 in 1941 


DETROIT.—The important part 
the automobile industry is playing 
in the defense program is graph- 
ically portrayed in pictures and text 
in a report issued last week by 
Automobile Manufacturers Assn. 


The foreword is written by Pres- 
ident Alvan Macauley, who states 
that “all along the line the job has 
been, and is, a fight against time. 
Energetic and devoted efforts of 
many hundreds of men — at draft- 
ing boards, in tool departments, on 
construction jobs and elsewhere — 
have pushed through the thousand- 
and-one preparations for produc- 
tion as never before. The record 
of accomplishment to date is one 
of which the people of the country 
generally, as well as those within 
the industry, can feel proud. In 
it is evidence again of America’s 
ability to produce for the well- 
being of all.” 


Prediction is made that the auto- 
mobile industry’s contribution in 
manpower will reach a total of 
150,000 men working on defense by 
the latter part of 1941, and, for 
virtually all, the work will be new. 


Hundreds of foremen, thousands 
of production workers, were in 
training in mid-February, the re- 
port states, with more to come 
behind them. Peak of training, 
plant by plant, will be reached as 
initial production units are made | 
ready and machines installed. 


In February one company had 
8,000 trainees working under 350 | 
supervisors. Another had 400 key | 
executives learning their tank | 
supervisory jobs. A third was using 
a marine-engine production plant 
as training ground for aircraft 
motor work. On another aviation 
motor job, 2,800 production work- | 
ers already had obtained their | 
schooling at the machines, learning | 
while output was in progress. 


With tens of thousands of work- | 
ers in the industry due to be moved | 
up from present automotive} 
jobs, one company was prepared | 
to give special instruction to 12) 
percent of its total personnel. An-| 
other car company, in production | 


Cars Are Vital 
In BuffaloArea | 
For Defense Work. 


BUFFALO. — Buffalo industrial-| 
ists are making strong protests) 
against suggestions that automo- 
bile production be curtailed in the 
interests of the national defense 
program. They point out that auto-| 
mobiles provide transportation for 
90 percent of the men working in 
plants making airplanes, ordnance 
and other defense items in the sub- | 
urban area. 

In the last war, they explain, it 
made little difference whether use 
of automobiles was restricted. Most 
plants, then, could be reached by 
carline. But since then, industries 
have reached out into the open 
spaces of the country where land 
is cheap and taxes low. Widespread 
automobile ownership has made it 
possible for workers to reach these 


plants without any inconvenience. 


ya 


- 








/Many types, 


on aviation parts, reported releas- 
|ing skilled veterans to this exact- 


ing work by advancing younger 
employes to automotive jobs. 

The report goes into each divi- 
sion of the national defense pro- 
gram, as follows: 


Airplanes 


Airplane engines from the auto- 
mobile industry went into service 
as early as July, 1940. The first 
of several factories, General Mo- 
tors’ Allison, was turning them out 
350 a month in February this year, 
with 1,000 a month to come. As 
the other companies’ plants get 
into production, the automobile in- 
dustry will be producing several 
times that number of airplane mo- 
tors of all types. In addition, sev- 
eral new airplane engines designs 
are under test by several companies 
in the industry. 


In Detroit, Dearborn, South Bend, 
Chicago and Indianapolis builders 
are working double and triple shifts 
to hurry the structures for the 
added engine production. The ma- 
chine tools required by the thou- 
sands for this specialized work — 
lathes, boring machines, drilling 
machines, broaches, and others, are 
being delivered on schedule to 
plants nearest completion. 

Progress report on Packard’s 
Rolls-Royce airplane engine, Feb. 
21: 

Six hundred men at work build- 
ing trial engines. Plant structures 
ready by April. Delivery of 3,000 
machine tools running on schedule. 
All pre-production work on sched- 
ule and output on first 9,000 en- 
gines orders to start in early sum- 
mer. 

Ford’s progress report on the 
Pratt & Whitney engine, Feb. 21: 
Inside a board and tar-paper 
shelter, work is progressing on a 
24-hour construction day schedule 
to assure completion of a new 
engine plant in March. Start on 
production due in the spring; vol- 
ume output scheduled to be reached 


|in August. 


Meanwhile, Studebaker and Bu- 
ick, newly assigned: to produce 
large quantities of Curtiss-Wright 
and Pratt & Whitney types re- 


| spectively, have scheduled first de- 
livery for around year’s end. 


Guns and Shells 


Automobile forge plants, machin- 
ing departments and _ stamping 
plants in Detroit, Lansing, Sagi- 
naw, Toledo and other points are 
tackling production of shells of 
shell casings, fuses, 
percussion caps. Others are busy 
on parts for big guns and design- 
ing sample weapons for the Army. 

A $13,000,000 arsenal for produc- 
tion of gun and torpedo parts and 
ammunition components for the 
Navy was undertaken by Hudson 
in January with more than 4,000 
men slated for jobs there. Hudson 
already is making bomb compon- 
ents. Elsewhere in the industry 
four plants are far along in con- 
version or construction for early 
production of late-model machine 
guns. 

International Harvester is among 
the several companies at work on 
artillery ammunition. Chrysler is 

(Continued on Page 16, Col. 1) 
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CHRYSLER CORP. planning engineer uses a small cardboard model of the 
25-ton tank which the company will soon build, in order to help him visualize 
some of the problems which will be involved in manufacturing this tank. The 
first heavy machinery for the new plant, nearing completion at Detroit, was 
placed last week, five months after ground was broken. 





| 





GMC Defense Activity . . . 





PLANT EXPANSION, made necessary by defense orders, is being rapidly 
pushed to completion at the main factories of General Motors Truck and Coach 
at Pontiac. Latest addition to the GMC factories is a single story building of 


approximately 40,000 square feet, 


which will 


be completed early in April, 


and will constitute the fourth of a series of plant additions since last June. 





THE WAY this GMC Army truck pulls through this man-made mud hole 


at Fort Holabird, Md., leaves no doubt as to its ability to serve anv defense 


need it may be called upon to perform. More than 10 different GMC trucks 
are built for the various branches of the Army. 


NEW YORK.—Recent major in- 
creases in America’s defense pro- 
gram will bring about a demand for 
labor that “will certainly exceed 
the number of unemployed persons 
in the labor market.” 

This revised conclusion has been 
reached by the research staff which 
is now making a survey of labor 
policy under the defense program 
for the Twentieth Century Fund. 
Previously the staff, which is 
headed by Dr. Lloyd G. Reynolds 
of Johns Hopkins University, had 
estimated that under the original 
16 billion defense program, present 
reserves of labor were adequate. 

Since that time, however, “Presi- 
dent Roosevelt has requested addi- 
tional defense appropriations of 
almost 11 billions, plus an undefined 
amount for shipment of war mate- 
rials to Great Britain and other 
belligerents. The defense program 
as defined by the President is now 
limited only by the capacity avail- 
able for armament production.” 

Preliminary tabulations taken 
last year indicate that there were 
5,110,000 persons completely unem- 
ployed and seeking work in the last 
week of March 1940. Adding 
1,300,000 who had jobs but who 
were on temporary layoff and not 
actually at work, plus 2,905,919 
employed on WPA and other emer- 
gency work programs, gives a total 
of 9,315,919. After deducting the 
estimated workers on government 
projects, those on temporary layoff, 
and those likely to be affected by 
the draft, the fund staff now says 
that “the number of idle workers in 


'the labor market available for em- 


‘plovment in the near future is 
probably not far from 4,000,000.” 
“It does not follow, however,” 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 





savs the revised research report, 
“that all will be well until the pres 
ent unemploved have been com- 
pletely ahsorbed, and that we will 
then be faced with a sudden and 
sbsolute ‘general shortage’ of la- 
hor.” The staff notes that severe 
shortages already exist in certain 
lines and certain parts of the coun- 
try, especially in the skilled trades. 
while there are large surpluses of 
workers in other lines and other 
sections. 


As the demand for labor in- 
creases there may be pressure in 
some quarters for revision of the, 
present Fair Labor Standards Act, 
which permits workers to work 


National Defense Jobs Seen 


Exceeding Unemployed Total 


more than forty hours per week, 
but requires time and a half pay- 
ment for all overtime above that 
figure. Analyzing such a possible 
future condition, the staff says, “As 
labor shortages develop and over- 
time becomes the general rule, this 
would then produce a general in- 
crease in average hourly earnings. 
Higher labor costs would lead in 
turn to higher prices and profits, 
though there is no reason why they 
should generate a cumulative infla- 
tion if appropriate measures of fis- 
cal policy are adopted. The impact 
of higher prices would be felt pri- 
marily by salaried persons, pen- 
sioners and other groups whose in- 
comes are relatively rigid.” 


These findings are part of a 
research report which is being sub- 
mitted to a committee of distin- 
guished authorities in the field of 
labor relations appointed by the 
Trustees of The Twentieth Century | 
Fund. Although this committee | 
bears no responsibility for the re- 
search report, it will make recom- 
mendations for action on the basis | 
of the facts. William H. Davis, the | 
retiring Chairman of the New York | 
State Mediation Board, is Chair- 
man of the Committee. | 

The other members of the com- | 
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‘Congress Shuns 
Anti-Strike Bill 
At Present Tin}, 


amed 
WASHINGTON. — Anti-stp} y, RA 
legislation is “out the window” ¢hyinted D' 
| this session of Congress. 
With that question settled ad 
nitely by the Knudsen-Hillman J 
gument against regulatory laws % 
seemed equally certain today the @ 
fs 

























tires 





ne., 


it would only cause confusion, Rp 
Mary T. Norton, chairman of ¢ 
delays. 

The New Deal high command big 
and threatened tieups on defen 
iobs is now in the making. 
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no new labor legislation of any \j 
| will stand a chance of passage, 
| Senator Elbert D. Thomas 
| Utah, chairman of the senate 
| nittee on education and labor, ho 

A 
house labor committee, will trp ackerm 
along with the national administy 
tion, already dead set against shpars, forn 
vroposed legislative remedies fdecently 4 
labor racketeering and  defenftruck mer 
lieves that a solution can be foy 
for the strike problem through ¢ 
operation between the governme! 
and labor organizations. A ne" 
formula for dealing with strike! 

OPM Chief Knudsen. likes ti, sae 
“cooling off” idea which has prove} cars and 
effective in railway wage disputelyst my 1 
Associate OPM Director Hillmani,jn Ent 
a champion of the “impartial arti{,.¢ dem: 
trator” principle which he himsefpore ant 
introduced in the garment trait my ti 
more than 25 years ago. attention, 

Neither would restrict the righfiecided t 
to strike as a last resort. quish cor 

Macfadde! 
‘ ‘ lications, 
been com 

Willys Offeringh= 

Role in Defense, 

‘T will 

Work to Womenhwis’ 

TOLEDO.—The first practig tt | 
ovportunity for millions of Amer I may be 
can women to become definif 9 J p 
units of the nation’s defense pr publisher 
gram on a nationwide basis hz 
been offered by J. W. Frazer, pres Promot 
dent of the Willys-Overland Co. 

Frazer announced that Willy} , “hevr 
distributors in 100 cities were pre 
paring to teach the women of th} Providin 
country the fundamentals of au 
mobile construction and operatio Soap Bo 
which would enable them to bj ™ 2eW 
come skilled drivers of ambi} % C0 
lances, trucks, food relief cars, an} "ith Ch 
other vehicles necessary to hom In a 
defense. Chevrol 

The course as outlined by Fraze rule boc 
will include instruction in exper 
driving such as that required fc 
ambulance and truck work, chang}; 
ing and repairing tires, changin 
spark plugs, cleaning carbon fror E 
the engine, adjustment of part}4lror 
emergency motor repairs and nigh] How y 
driving in blackouts. Preview, 

Women interested in preparing} "4 indi 
themselves for such activities it} Ypograp 
the defense program are invited ti| ‘he mag, 
register with Willys-Overland deal} correct 
er in their localities, Frazer said} Minor ey 
Classes will be conducted in dis} Scores ¢ 
tributors’ salesrooms and_ expert! er the 





mittee are: William L. Chenery,|in automobile driving and engin] ~4 Weel 

editor of Collier’s Weekly; William | repair work will serve as instruc] The m 

M. Leiserson, of the National Labor | tors. tion of 1 

Relations Board; Frazier Maclver, R 

vice president of the Phoenix Hos- ee . eC 

iery ; Sumner H. Slichter, La- Childers at Asbestos Co. RW. 
mont University professor, Har- . HUNTINGTON, Ind.—M. H. Childers tor of 

vard University; Robert J.’ Watt, formerly with, Bendix Products. #8 9) “ay, 

AFL international representative. | the Detroit office. “sing ij 

—__———_— —————— — —— _ March | 
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Curre 

Be 

£ Stressin, 

: and th 

Ryan, 

noun, 

4d cam 

Most @; 

> sup 

agency 

The } 

the 194 

Poag, ¢ 
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FORD AIRPLANE engine plant emerges from “cocoon.’”? Workmen ha‘) ,, 
begun tearing down the huge fibre board shelter, inside which the $21,000,00 | “Entage 


Ford airplane engine plant has risen in the dead of winter at Dearbor® | ‘ing , 


Shown above is part of the first section of the plant, which will be complet*¢ 
during the next week. The entire plant will be completed late in Marcel 


more than six months from the time 
production in April. 


The 
Dinteg 
‘eWspg 


i—_— little | 
. » 1D 
ground was broken — and will be ! 
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the 4th Dimension 


Dodge Names Ackerman; 


ns 
bills 


Titthimed 


\ti-sty; J. R. 


dow” jointed Dodge’s director of mer- 


chandising and 
advertising, tak- 























‘led del wi ing over the post 
Iman formerly held by 
’ laws, E. J. Poag, who 
day is now Dodge as- 


sistant general 
sales manager. 
Ackerman, who 


any kj 
sage, } 
oMas 


ate cy formerly was 
or, ho general sales 
ion, Re manager of Hup- 


mobile, has been 

rman associated with 

- Dodge for several 

ainst formerly as a field man and 

dies fiecently aS assistant director of 
defendtruck merchandising. 


n of tf 
rill tr, 
Ninistp, 


land hap 


e fou Bernarr Macfadden last week 
ugh ¢ snnounced his resignation as presi- 
“Inmet. .t of Macfadden Publications, 
niin, and made 
i nw following 
fens stement: 
| “Having reached 
kes tine age of 73 
Prove ears and finding 
'Sputefinat my Founda- 
Iman i}}jon Enterprises 
al arbiire demanding 
himse more and more 
t tradiof my time and 
attention, I have 
decided to relin- 
qish control of 
Macfadden Pub- 


etire. 


















e rig 


O. J. Elder 


ng n completed for the executives 
of the Macfadden Publications, 
nse In, to take over from this date 


forth the entire management. 

‘I will continue to act as edi- 
trial consultant, in which ca- 
pacity I shall stand ready at all | 
times to render whatever service | 
I may be called upon for.” 
0. J. Elder is now president and 


len 


‘actica 
Amer: 
lefinit 


Ackerman has been ap-| 


lations, Inc.’ Arrangements have | 












e pre 
is he 
- presi 
Co. 

Willy 
‘e pre 
of th 
au 

ratio 
to bel 
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'S, al. 
hom 


publisher of the publications. 


Promotion 


Chevrolet (Campbell-Ewald) is | 
issuing a comprehensive packet | 
providing raft of stories and | 
photos for promotion of 1941 
Soap Box Derby. Will go to about 
3 newspapers, most of which 
are co-sponsors of the Derby 
with Chevrolet. 

In addition to the packet, 
Chevrolet is distributing 100,000 
rule books for kids; guide books 
fo newspapers detailing how lo- | 
tal derbies should be run; labels | 


for kids’ cars; posters on boards 
mand near Derby towns. 


“raze! 
exper’ 
dd for 
hang: 
ngins 
fror 
parts 
nigh’ 


Error 


aan Nash’s consumer magazine, | 
ew, 18 going across nationally 
"as indicated recently by the first 
Pographical error to appear in| 
¢ Magazine, it’s reported. Preview | 
a" Meorrectly listed the date of a 
sai¢} MiNor event in rural Wisconsin and | 
| dis} cores of people drove from all | 
pert} over the state to attend the affair | 

| 


aring 
es it 
ted tt 

deal: 


ngint} ~a week early! | 
struc} The ma . 
' gazine now has a circula- 
tion of 140,000, has a circula 
+ | Record 
0. | Rwy 7 
Ider} tor og p Ccum, advertising direc- 
g not} tf Collier's, reported Friday: 


. it 
i 


0 


teint business in both adver- | 
md ines and dollars is biggest 
In Collier’s entire history.” | 


‘ampaign 
“te advertising plans for 
stressing eeneer cars include the 
and re of the Dodge Fluid Drive 
<i . low price, Ruthraff & 
anno) Odge advertising agency, 
Soar last week. The 1941 
most oe represents one of the 
to mpport “tee ever drafted 
e Dod > 
‘eency pointed ca ge car, the 
e 
the Iau) npeper appropriation for 
® : 
0g, aatistant year, said E. J. 





repr Sales manager, will 
centage eo, unusually large per- 
tisi € total Dod yer- 
Sing expenditure, odge adver 
ittle} “He R @& 
| Dinted out 


R announcement also 
that this increased 


age will not only ap- | 


Macfadden Retires 
By Pete Wemhoff 


| ply to the factory's national news- 
| paper expenditure but that the 
agency’s field organization reports 
that dealers generally throughout 
the country are planning to step 
up their local cooperative news- 
paper advertising as well. 


Switch 

Dan M. Stall, formerly with Cos- 
mopolitan in Detroit, has joined 
Time’s Detroit office, under Bill 
Grafton, Detroit manager. 


New 


Time magazine is starting a spe- 
cial Air Express Edition in English 
for distribution by plane through- 
out the world. 

First issue will serve Latin 
America, including Cuba and Mex- 
ico. Similar service in prospect for 
Alaska, Hawaii and Philippines. 





THIS LIST 


ARIZONA 
Yuma 

ARKANSAS 
Jonesboro 


CALIFORNIA 
Santa Maria 


FLORIDA 
Ft. Myers 


Thomasville 


IDAHO 
Lewiston 
Pocatello 
Wallace 


ILLINOIS 
Carbondale 
Herrin 


INDIANA 
Frankfort 
Lebanon 
Marion 
New Albany 
Wabash 


COMPLETE 
YOUR LINE 
WITH..... 


Transfers | 


Transfer of McKee Thompson | 
from the Los Angeles office of | 
McCann-Erickson, Inc., to Detroit 
is announced by D. C. Hight, vice- 
president in charge of McCann- 
Erickson’s Detroit office. Thomp- 
son becomes account executive on 
Ford Motor Co. national advertis- 


ing. 
With McCann since 1925, Thomp- 
son was account supervisor in the 
Los Angeles office before coming 
to Detroit. Among the accounts 
under his direction on the West 
Coast were the Ford Motor Co. 
dealer and branch advertising in 
the Long Beach (Calif.) branch; 
Southern California Gas Co., and 
the Southern Counties Gas Co. 


Clovers 


Genuine four leaf clovers, given 
away to drive home to America’s 
car owners the fact that the lucky 
driver is the one whose car is 
safety-tested, national Bear dealer 
advertising in Time and Collier’s 
magazines, direct mail and news- 
paper advertising for Bear dealers 
to use in their own trading area, 
these are the ingredients of the 
most comprehensive advertising 


program yet developed by Bear 
Mfg. Co., Rock Island, III. 

The first “Four Leaf Clover” ad- 
vertisement will appear in_ the 
March issue of Time. This adver- 
tisement is followed up with a 
large advertisement in the next 
P. S. number of Collier’s, March 
29. All during the spring and fall 
there will be other advertisements 
in these magazines, nine in all. 


Chairman 


Guy C. Smith, executive vice- 
president of Brooke, Smith, 
French & Dorrance, Inc., De- 
troit, and vice-president of Amer- 
ican Assn. of Advertising Agen- 
cies, has been named chairman 
of the program committee for 
the members’ day session of the 
annual AAAA conclave, to be 
held May 1-3 at Hot Springs, Va. 


Appointed 


Frederick I. Hamm has been 
appointed manager of New York 
market operations for General 
Outdoor Advertising Co., Inc. He 
succeeds the late Charles M. Bry- 
ant in the management of the 
New York and New Rochelle 
branches of the firm. 
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Boards 


Extensive use of outdoor boards, 
located on the major highways, 
will be a feature of Seiberling 
Rubber Co.’s expanded 1941 national 
advertising campaign. 

Outdoor program, highlighting 
Seiberling’s safety tire, will be in- 
augurated Apr. 1, and continue 
throughout the spring and summer 
months. Campaign will augment 
Seiberling’s dealer cooperative out- 
door advertising, which will con- 
tinue as an important part of the 
company’s 1941 program. Campaign 
is being handled by Meldrum and 
Fewsmith, Inc., Cleveland. 


Succeeds 


J. A. Miller has been appointed 
advertising and sales promotion 
manager of Standard Oil Co. of 
New Jersey and affiliates, suc- 
ceeding the late James A. Donan. 
Assistant manager since 1937, 
Miller joined the company’s adver- 
tising department in 1934. 

He previously had eight years 
automotive advertising experience 
in Detroit. In 1929 he went with 
Advertisers, Inc., working on all 
Chrysler accounts, and in 1932 
transferred to Lee Anderson. 


twa DOORS 


“se lines in the communi 
elow, can considerably 
profits at very small cost 


Automobile dealers handling lower- 


selves. The Cadillac franchise can be 
added for an investment so low that 
the gross profit on one new Cadillac 
repays it! And, this vear, Cadillac is 
a bigger profit-maker than ever. 


to Lxtra PROS 


The addition of the lowest-priced 
Cadillac V-8 ever built makes a 
Cadillac the outstanding buy in 
every field from the medium price 
range on up—and sales prove it! Uf 
you are interested write directly to 
D. E. Ahrens, General Sales Man- 
ager, at the Cadillac 
troit. Immediate action is advised. 


ties listed 
increase 
to them- 





factory in De- 
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IOWA MISSOURI NORTH CAROLINA 
Marshalltown Cape Girardeau Gastonia 
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AMA Cites Car Industry’s Role in Defense Progran wu 


Reaching 150,000 in 1941 


(Continued from Page 14) 


converting a machine gun design 
to American standards. 

Willys has undertaken produc- 
tion of shell cases in a plant con- 
structed for that purpose during 
World War days. Its Toledo auto- 
mobile plant has taken on Navy 
contracts calling for machining 
and assembling of breech housings, 
recoil cylinders and ammunition 
hoists. 

Machines designed and _ built 
especially for automobile forgings 
now are ramming out shell blanks 
in some of the great forge plants 
of the automobile industry. Today’s 
equipment is capable of producing 
shells six times as fast as during 
the World War. Utilization of au- 
tomotive forge tools was worked 
out through educational orders 
placed by the War Department 
early in 1940. These orders helped 
acquaint automobile production 
men with the complexity of the 
defense production problems fac- 
ing them. They also paved the 
way for getting from the tool 
shops the batteries of machining 
equipment for finishing shells in 
volume, which no automobile com- 
pany possessed. 

Dies to form the shapes of the 
shells were fashioned by the moto: 
industry’s own die makers. 

Tanks 

Fast- moving fortresses, 25- ton 
medium tanks, are slated to roll 
out of Chrysler’s quarter mile-long 
tank arsenal by early fall — ahead 
of schedule, if the current rate of 
progress is maintained. Steel began 
to rise in mid-November. In Feb- 
ruary the first third of the plant 
building was occupied, thanks to 
construction crews that worked 
through sleet and snow. 

First of the 1,000 huge machines 
and 8,000 fixtures, tools, and gauges 
needed for the job were brought 
in. Small parts were already in 
production, and training of men 
brought from automobile depart- 
ments to take charge of the new 
work was in full swing. 

Totally unlike automobile and 
truck production is this job. The 
largest tank ring gear could circle 
the front end of a passenger car 
like a quoit around a stake. No- 
where in the motor industry are 
there gear-cutting machines suit- 
able for such a task. 

While the tank plant was still 
rising, pattern makers produced 
scale models in wood, exact to 
thousandths of an inch, to make 
possible prompt production of 
heavy armor plate units and the 


Crash Victims Given 


RFC Loan for Smelter 


ATLANTA —B. C. Vander- 
hoop, killed in an airliner crash 
here last Thursday, and C. M. 
Tappen, one of those injured, 
had just completed arrange- 
ments to construct a huge tin 


smelting plant in Texas, accord- 
ing to Reconstruction Finance 
Corp. officials. 

The men were associated with 
the Dutch East Indies firm of 
N. V. Billiton Maatschappij. 
Last Wednesday the RFC 
granted a $3,500,000 loan for the 
plant to be operated by the 
Dutch firm. 





numerous intricate components of 
the tank shell and mechanism. As 
in automobile assembly these units 
have to be so exactly made as to 
be interchangeable. 


Bomber Parts 

First shipments of sub-assembly 
units for airplanes from Detroit's 
automotive plants, began in early 
February. 

Two programs are under way: 
Supply of units such as wing sec- 
tions, flaps, tail surfaces, ailerons 
and other sub-assemblies to aid 
Boeing, Douglas, Sikorsky and oth- 
ers in completing existing con- 
tracts; second, a huge project un- 
der which automobile companies 
are assuming responsibility for 
supply and manufacture of parts 
and sub-assemblies going into Mar- 
tin, Consolidated and North Amer- 
ican bombing planes. 

Briggs, Chrysler, Ford, General 
Motors, Hudson, and Murray Body 
are among the companies which 
have assignments and designations 
in the two phases of this work. 
From one to two hundred thousand 
men will be needed in fulfillment 
of these jobs, with a large number 
of supply plants due to share in 
the huge task. The preliminary 
steps required to expedite the 
bomber program were taken by the 
automotive industries in October. 

Marine Engines 

At the rate of 10 a week, Pack- 
ard’s marine engines are going into 
the Navy’s torpedo boats. As soon 
as additional machinery is deliv- 
ered, the production rate will ad- 
vance to 15 weekly. Ranking among 
the super-power plants, these en- 
gines dwarf even the largest auto- 
mobile motors. Production of these 
engines also is training ground for 
airplane work. 

It’s a Navy secret how many 
diesel engines are coming from 
General Motors’ Cleveland plant 
for service in submarines and 
other naval craft. Behind the cur- 
rent volume operation are eight 
years of experience in building 
engines for the Navy. Almost the 
entire production of this plant has 
been converted to making propul- 
sion machines for U. S. fleets. 

Supply Sources 

Sharing the load of making good 
on defense production, whether of 
motors, plane parts, tanks or ve- 
hicles, is a large and growing 
army of parts and accessory pro- 
ducers. Automobile plants such as 
Cadillac, Hudson and Graham- 
Paige have swung into parts 
manufacture to swell the output of 
precision units, making  crank- 
shafts, connecting rods and other 
parts for aircraft engines. Mack 
Truck turns out 8,000-pound trans- 
missions for tanks. 

To increase the supply of magne- 
sium, vital lightweight metal, a 
new foundry got into production 
at Ford’s River Rouge plant in 
February. 

Aluminum casting capacity of 
the nation was stepped up 300,000 
pounds a month by completion in 
12 weeks of GM’s Delco foundry 
at Anderson, Ind. Elsewhere in the 
industry research and preparation 
are going forward to relieve other 
supply “bottlenecks.” 

Through the Automotive Com- 
mittee for Air Defense, which es- 
tablished a technical exhibit of 





BENDIX-WESTINGHOUSE Automotive Air Brake Co.’s general office and 


factory. Now in the 


situated on 


process of erection near Elyria, 2 
a 36 acre tract and will feature a floor space of 167,000 square 


O., this structure is 


feet. The building will be ready by May 1 








CHECKERED FLAG is for the Studebaker-powered entry in the 1940 Gavea 
competition at Rio de Janeiro. The winner, which had a 90 percent stock Stude- 
baker President Eight engine, defeated such famous European racing cars as 


the Alfa Romeo and the Masserati. 


Car Makers Pushing 


Plans 


To Meet Aluminum Diversion 


(Continued from Page 1) 


virgin material, although some 
suppliers use a major percentage 
of virgin in alloy mixtures. How- 
ever, another interest produces 
pistons from mixes which contain 
as high as 80 percent and even 
more scrap or secondary aluminum. 
Supplies of scrap aluminum at 
present are extremely tight and 
bring high prices, despite efforts 
to stabilize price levels. At one 
time, secondary aluminum was 
bringing several cents a pound 
more than virgin material. 

On top of this, there has un- 
doubtedly been considerable specu- 
lative hoarding and building up of 


consumer inventories of aluminum. | aluminum for defense production, | by Eddie Peabody and Ray Gofiswe, dev 


Plants ordinarily having appreci- | 
able amounts for sale are out of 
the market altogether now. This is 
believed in responsible quarters to 
be a temporary situation, for the 
long-range outlook in aluminum is 
exceptionally bright. 

For example, in 1940, total con- 
sumption of virgin aluminum was 
about 430,000,000 pounds. This 
year, output will be increased to 
600,000,000 pounds and in 1942 again 
lifted to 825,000,000 pounds. Thus 
a steadily increasing supply of 
both virgin and scrap aluminum 
is bound to result, and since sec- 
ondary scrap cannot be returned 
to virgin producers for remelting, 
it will be available commercially as 
in the past. 

So it would appear that any im- 
mediate and permanent change to 
cast iron pistons by the automo- 


aircraft parts in Detroit, the in- 
dustry has compiled in recent 
weeks a comprehensive inventory 
of the facilities of hundreds of 
parts and accessory producers. 
This will speed the distribution of 
orders for execution by an expand- 
ing circle of plants, men and 
machines. 
Wheels 


Off the production lines of the 
automobile industry are _ rolling 
13,000 Army motor vehicles a 
month, a rate rising toward 20,000 
monthly as the Army’s expansion 
calls for them. By June the U. S. 
land forces will have 190,000 motor 
vehicles. Assembly lines were ready 
when the Army began calling for 
volume output of special military 
motor vehicles. 

At a score of different plants in 
the motor car and truck industry 
workmen are manufacturing and 
assembling vehicles for the Army. 
It is a wide and assorted list 
pygmy trucks 80 inches long, seven- 
ton jobs, armored reconnaissance 
and combat cars, field shops, hos- 
pital units and personnel carriers. | 

The midget trucks are coming | 
from Bantam, Ford, and Willys. 
White is turning out those strange 
looking units which are half-truck, 
half-tractor. In between are four 
and six-wheel vehicles, ranging | 
from a half ton to seven tons 
capacity, produced by Autocar, 
Biederman, Chevrolet, Corbitt, Dia- 
mond T, Dodge, Federal, GMC, 
International Harvester, Mack, 
Marmon-Herrington, Reo, Sterling 
and Walter; special military trail- 
ers made by Nash, field range cab- 
inets by Crosley, field kitchens by | 
Chrysler. 


| 


| 


bile industry is a little premature. 
True, the industry must take 
steps to insure against stoppage of 
production and it may be that 
some temporary change to iron 
will be resorted to as a stopgap, 
but in any event present hysteria 
seems overemphasized. 

Aluminum interests point out 
that many defense items come 
under government specifications re- 
quiring 100 percent virgin alumi- 
num, with 99-plus percent purity. 
In fabricating these parts, the 10 
percent or more of scrap which ac- 
cumulates in many cases cannot 
be returned for remelting into 


since specifications will not allow 
it. Therefore, some of this scrap 
will 
commercial uses. 

The aircraft industry is esti- 
mated to be using about 300,000,000 
pounds annually of aluminum at 
current levels, and it is believed 
that some 100,000,000 pounds of 
scrap from aircraft production can 
be reclaimed and refined into vir- 
gin metal to be used over again, 
which would reduce the drain on 
virgin aluminum reduced from ore. 


Nickel Supply 
Seen Ample 

NEW YORK.—Although immedi- 
ate calls for nickel are consider- 
ably larger than the supply now 
being provided, it is questionable 
whether actual needs for nickel, as 
reflected by the consumption of | 


the products of the nickel-consum- | ‘ 


ing industries, exceed the available 
supply, according to Robert C. 
Stanley, president of the Interna- 
tional Nickel Co. of Canada, Ltd. 

It seems apparent that there is 
an inflation of demand as com- | 
pared with real consumption, Stan- | 
ley declared in a statement here | 
Feb. 26. 

“The supplies of nickel available | 
to the United States market,” | 
Stanley stated, “have been brought | 
to record heights. Beginning in the ! 
latter half of 1940, the rate of 
deliveries has been about double | 
that of any previous year.” 
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be available for release to; 
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sula and two from South 
Peninsula of Michigan.” : 


Harold D. Draper, of Saging 









|who during the past year yi ee 
‘serving out the unexpired term sted * tate 
Fred Striffler, resigned, was , p the 8 ‘ 
elected president of the associat? mtr 
William DeVette, of Muskegght “— 
was named first vice-presiqeppt wae 
while the following were ele Following 
regional vice-presidents: Ho, en 
‘Brackett, of Escanaba; James Pf Re k 
Mason, of Detroit and L. A. Wrigsfat™ 7 
of Jackson. Harmer ss 
H. W. Cook, Lansing, was namgfot UC od 
treasurer, while Frank Herr ne noe 
who took over the post two yeagvel® a 
ago, was retained as executive site Senare 
retary. Draper also was namit the hous 
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for Nation! ry im 
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Wednesday's membership sessi partment 
'__preceded on Tuesday by sessiogtill has i 
on purchasing and discount, leggit will t@ 
lation and title problems—includg@ ale 
a discussion of wage and hour |,quureal lV 
problems by Charles W. Bisho 
NADA’s counsel; “What Selly 
Michigan Means to Automobi 
Dealers,” by J. Lee Barrett, exer 
tive vice-president, Southeaste; 
' Michigan Tourist Assn.; a repo 
/on the 1941 legislative program # 
Fred C. Striffler, chairman, a Pl 
talks by Draper and Herrick. 


Principal speaker at the closing NEW Y 
| banquet Wednesday night wagSates is | 
| Harry F. Kelly, secretary of stat production 

Lieut. Gov. Frank Murphy spobgorders for 
on the “American Way,” whidbecause P 
Herrick was toastmaster anfte had 01 
Draper introduced the new ofyear or t 
ficers. Entertainment was _headeg magazine 


Michigan’ director 
Automobile Dealers Assn. Detngis ¥° 
was selected for next year’s cogttl¥é 
vention. SB 
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| rell’s orchestra. ject of Ar 
A special service and parts mat “Wars ‘ 
agers sales clinic was conductef reaching 


Wednesday afternoon, with C. Wsions mu 
Mills, of M. & H. Laboratories, @ advance 0 
chairman. Talks were given ut” For 
Herrick, covering reasons for eg realized tl 
tablishment of the purchase angTh U. S 
discount plan; E. L. Hollowell, vice its Congre 
president, Pennsylvania Tire an§ strings of 
Rubber Co., on “How Dealers Ca did not re 
Recapture Service and Par§ “The ex 
Sales;” and C. M. Cocanougher, ¢ low prod 
Hyvis Lubricant Co., on advantages the order: 
of the plan. Numerous displays at} a shockit 
demonstrations of products wer the trutt 
held. calls for 
Ie ae 1000 plan 
Marketers to Hear Whipp} ‘sing del 
DETROIT. — Industrial sales av} "ut 1941, 
advertising executives in Detroit wi the year 
hear Wendell E. Whipp. preside} and : 
of Monarch Machine Tool Co., addrej lains. “ 
the Industrial Marketers of  Detr plains. “} 
it a meeting at noon, Mar. 6, in th to 35,000 
Hotel Statler. on orders 


being giv 
Ford Delivers First 
‘Blitz’ Car to Army 
DEARBORN. —The first of 
the new type “midget” recon- 
naissance cars, being made by 
Ford Motor Co. for the Army, 
rolled off a special assembly 
line in the Rouge plant last Fri- 
day. ; 
The cars will cost approx! 
mately $700 apiece or $1,037,500 
for the full order of 1,500. 


CAN 
formerly 
ager of '7 
has been 
office hey 
general sg 


ager of 
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the third consecutive year for roles i 
ears # 


“MAN 


Universal pictures. Shown here, as the third fleet of new Nash ¢ ‘9 business 
delivered to the studio by Spencer T. Honig, head of Nash California Co. York sal 
Southern California Nash distributors, are, left to right, Honig; David r Who lagi 
Garber, manager of operations at Universal Studios, and W. A. Blees, Nas’) Mall oy 
general sales manager, Nash Motors division. According to Honig, the o" the sam 
will serve a utility purpose in the studio’s transportation department ™) tey Dlar 
well as appearing in Universal films. Dlay veh 
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» | Farm Bill, 
a C.—North C 

\LEIGH, N. C.—WNor aro- 

Sagingl eae Dealers Assn. has 

par y oe , number of proposed bills 

term # * > state legislature of interest 


otor car dealers. Included is 
association’s recommendations, 
: or con, as the case may be. 
Following is the list of bills: 
nate Bill 145 and House Bill 
1 Reduction of license plates on 
ames F “trucks. This bill allows the 
Write erner to purchase license plates 
ior truck, for farm use only, for 
s nang? if the regular price. The bills 
Herri oo introduced simultaneously in 
‘0 yeu senate by Lanier of Pitt and 
ive § the house by Blalock of Anson. 
Tes ers were advised that this bill 


uskeg 
resides 

elect 
r ar 


— is very important and should re- 
at Tuive their utmost support. 


SB, 102.—Bill creating a state de- 

Apartment of motor vehicles—This 
a hi] has been enacted into law and 
it will take from the department 
revenue the motor vehicle 
bureau, division of highway safety, 
Bisho the state highway patrol and the 


Sellin 

e|Delay is Hit 

‘ro In Awarding of 
Plane Orders 


ram } 
n, ap 

k, 

closig NEW YORK. — If the United 
t webStates is ever to have an annual 
f staf production of 50,000 airplanes, 
spolg orders for them must be given now 
whif because planes and engines can 
‘r amibe had only by ordering them a 
w ofyear or two in advance, Fortune 
heade§ magazine declares in its March 
y Gog issue, devoted entirely to the sub- 

jet of American aviation. 
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; mag “Wars are won by a few far- 
ducte§ raching decisions, but the deci- 
C. Wsions must be made months in 
ies, @advance of the output of the prod- 
en bpuct,” Fortune points out. “Hitler 
or eg realized this. Goering realized this. 


e algTh U. S. people, acting through 
|, Vicg its Congress, which held the purse 
e at§strings of the Army and the Navy, 
'S Ca¥ did not realize this. 
Par§ “The explanation of our present 
ler, Glow production of planes is that 
ntage the orders were not given. This is 
ys alfa shocking realization. But it is 
wef the truth, The present schedule 
calls for a production of about 
_ |} planes in March with sharply 
Lpp} rising deliveries thereafter through- 
s ap} out 141, so that production for 
so the year should equal between 15,- 
idreq 80d 20,000 ships,” Fortune ex- 
petro} Plains. “Production of from 30,000 
in tt 35,000 planes in 1942 depends 
orders now under consideration 
being given immediately.” 


my| litken Co. Shifts Lindus; 


ot| Uther Changes Announced 

on} CANTON, O.—F. H. Lindus, 

by} “merly Los Angeles branch man- 

my, | 8 of Timken Roller Bearing Co., 

bly | been transferred to the home 

Fri- | “ie here, where he is engaged in 
general sales promotional work. 

oxi- J. Halderman, branch man- 

500 | “Ber of the Chicago office, has 

= Lindus’ place while Jack 

onl a formerly Detroit manager, 

&s filled the vacancy in the Chi- 

x 80 office. Joe Jesseph, resident 


an in t 
branch he Portland, (Ore.) 


~aich, has taken Gelomb’s place. 
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t. harles Wessbecher, New 
© last 2®2 of B. F. Goodrich Co., 

on sold 32,250,000 tires — 

me » to be sure, but tires just 
lanes jor use on some 8,062,000 
Vehicles UKs» tractors and other 
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ufmportant Motor Bills Proposed in N.C. Legislature 


K. C. Dealers Adopt Code 
For Automobile Advertising 


Are Covered 


theft bureau, and place them under 
a commissioner of motor vehicles. 


S.B. 67.— Hospitalization Bill — 
This bill was passed by the senate 
and is now before the house finance 
committee and it will come up for 
hearing this week. This bill will 
impose another burden on the al- 
ready over-burdened motor vehicle 
users of the state it was said and 
the association recommended op- 
position. 

H.B. 63.—Towing Bill—This bill 
was sent by the chairman of the 
house roads committee to a sub- 
committee for further study. The 
sub-committee is composed 
Crawford of Wayne, Moore of Wil- 
son, and Uzzell of Rowan. 

HB. 360.—A bill providing finan- 
cial responsibility for operators of 
motor vehicles—It provides that 
any person operating a motor ve- 
hicle who is involved in a wreck 
or accident in which damage to 
property in excess of $25 occurs 
shall have his driver’s license and 
license plates suspended unless res- 
titution is made for damages done, 
in the event he does not carry 
liability insurance. Reinstatement 
depends upon proof of financial re- 
sponsibility for a period of three 
years or the securing of liability 
insurance immediately and _ the 
continuance of it for three years. 
or the securing of liability insur- 
ance immediately and the con- 
tinuance of it for three years. The 
association opposed this bill stat- 
ing, “in our opinion it will cause 
many repossessions and will retard 
the sale of used cars to those who 
cannot maintain this insurance.” 


Major Changes 
Proposed in Del. 


__ DOVER, Del.— Major revisions 
in the operation of Delaware’s 
motor vehicle department would 
become effective July 1 under 
terms of a bill introduced in the 
state legislature here by Senator 
Harold W. T. Purnell. 

The proposed legislation would 
provide for a system of permanent 
license tags to follow an automo- 
bile throughout its life and the 
establishment of permanent licens- 
ing and inspection bureaus in each 
county. 

Another major change would be 
the staggering of registration and 
inspection over the entire year, 
with certain registrations and in- 
spections expiring at the end of 
each calendar quarter of the year. 


Moncrief Named 


PAINESVILLE, O.— Roy L. Mon- 
crief, of Willoughby has been named 
president of the Lake-Geauga Auto- 
motive Trades Assn. Fred Merrick, of 
Painesville, is vice-president. 
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APPLYING finishing touches to bar- 
rage balloon under construction at 
Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co. in Akron. 
The balloons are for experimental use 
of the U. S. Army. 


Crude Rubber Use 
Reaches New High 
For U. S. in Jan. 


NEW YORK.—Consumption of 
crude rubber by manufacturers in 
the United States during January 
is estimated to have been 64,225 
long tons, according to Rubber 
Manufacturers Assn., Inc. This rep- 
resents the highest single month’s 
consumption on record, and is 
greater by 12.4 percent than the 
previous high which was attained 
in October, 1939. During that 
month 57,155 long tons were con- 
sumed. 


January consumption represents 
an increase of 13.6 percent over 
December, 1940, and is greater by 
16.8 percent than January, 1940. 


Gross imports for January, as 
reported by the U. S. department 
of commerce, totaled 86,833 long 
tons, and was exceeded only by the 
97,984 long tons reported in De- 
cember, 1940. The January figure 
represents a decrease of 11.4 per- 
cent under December, but is 19.7 
percent over January, 1940. 


Total domestic stocks are esti- 
mated by the association as of the 
end of January at 340,857 long 
tons, an increase of 7 percent over 
the stocks on hand at the end of 
December and 139 percent over the 
stocks on hand at the end of Jan- 
uary, 1940. 

Stocks in the hands of the 
United States government Jan. 31 
were 134,338 long tons—an increase 
of 19.1 percent over Dec. 31. 

Crude rubber afloat to United 
States ports on Jan. 31 is esti- 
mated to have been 153,169 long 
tons, an increase of 4.9 percent 
above December, and 69.7 percent 
above January, 1940. 


Dealers Warned of Trend 


In National Labor Relations 


AKRON.—During recent months, 
there has been a decided drop in | 
unfair labor practice cases before | 
the National Labor Relations Board | 
and a jump in representation pro- | 
ceedings, aimed at establishing an| 
agency for collective bargaining, | 
it is pointed out by Akron District | 
Automobile Dealers Assn. 

“Reinforced with a long string 
of U. S. supreme court victories, a 
hammer - and - tongs administrative 
policy of the labor board and many | 
pro-labor interpretations of the | 
Wagner Act, collective bargaining | 
has been solidly established as a! 
fact in American industry,” the 
dealer bulletin declared. 

“Considering the effects as a 
nationwide proposition, two things 
stand out clearly: 

1] “The labor board will more and} 

more center its major efforts 
on extending the legal compulsion 
to bargain collectively to firms on 
the fringe of interstate commerce. 

“Dealer labor problems will be- 
2 come more and more focused 
on terms and conditions of work- 


ing out collective bargaining agree- 
ments — and less and less on fights 
over bargaining with organized 
employes. 
“Automobile dealers should all 
realize their relative position is 
much better under present condi- 
tions than should they be declared 
in interstate commerce, subject, 
therefore, to federal regulation. 
“A recent case indicative of feel- 
ing in Washington, can be summed 
up as follows: 
“*A local dairy, selling all its 
products within one state, was held 
subject to the Wagner Act because 
95 percent of its products were 
purchased through the local office 
of a wholesale dairy company 
whose plant was located in another 
state, the products being shipped 
to the local dairy by truck daily 
from the wholesale units out-of- 
state plant. (Kudile Brothers, Has- 
broch Heights Dairy, 28 NLRB 
No. 20.)’ 
“This case can be interpreted as 
a prophecy of what may occur in 
the not too distant future of 
automotive retailing.” 
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Special to Automotive News 

KANSAS CITY. — After many 
complaints from the Better Busi- 
ness Bureau and private  indi- 
viduals, Kansas City Motor Car 
Dealers Assn., in cooperation with 
daily newspapers, has adopted a 
code of ethics in advertising. It is 
hoped by following this standard 
that the buying public will be con- 
vinced of the sincerity of the car 
dealer as well as honesty in news- 
paper advertisements. Used car ad- 
vertising has been the chief source 
of complaint. 

The code as adopted has 15 
points or divisions: 

Truthful—And advertised state- 

ments and offers as to make, 
year, condition, etc. shall be 
clearly set forth and based on fact. 

Bait—Cars advertised for sale 

shall be in the possession of 
dealer or owner, at address given 
in copy. If sold, proof of sale shall 
be available to bureau. Bait ad- 
vertising shall not be used. Worn- 
out taxicabs must be identified as 
such. 

Compliance—Publication of un- 

truthful, misleading and unlaw- 
ful advertisements, refusal to fur- 
nish the bureau with pertinent in- 
formation, will be deemed suf- 
ficient cause to recommend sus- 
pension of advertising privileges. 

New Cars—New cars may be 

advertised only by authorized 
dealers and new car advertising 
must not be run in classified sec- 
tions of daily papers. 
5 “Current-Used” —In advertising 

used cars of a “current” series, 
the first line of the advertisement 
or the first line of the text under 
the heading must contain the word 
“used.” 

Year, Type, etc—The year and 

type of each car must be stated 
in each advertisement and must 
agree in every respect with the 


Tire Shipments 
Decline in Jan.., 


But Top 1940 


NEW YORK. — Shipments of 
automotive casings during Janu- 
ary, 1941, totaled 4,846,991 units 
according to statistics released by 
Rubber Manufacturers Assn., Inc. 
This is 2.5 percent lower than 
December shipments but are 13.5 
percent above January, 1940. 

Production, 5,472,043 units, was 
9.5 percent over December and 10.5 
percent above January, 1940. 

January shipments of casings for 
original equipment purposes totaled 
2,292,704 units, a decrease of 12.7 
percent under December but 27 
percent over January, 1940, it was 
stated. 

Replacement shipments during 
January, 2,420,947 casings, were 9.2 
percent above December and 1.9 
percent above January, 1940, re- 
placements. 

Stocks of automotive casings in 
the hands of manufacturers Jan. 
31 were 9,797,253 units, which 
compares with 9,178,537 casings for 
Dec. 31 and 9,347,953 units on hand 
Jan. 31, 1940. 





Accessory Show 


Set for Boston 


BOSTON.—The first annual 
Automotive Trade and Accessories 
Show in Boston will be sponsored 
by the Motor Truck Club of 
Massachusetts, Inc., on May 1 at 
the Parker House, according to E. 
C. Benway, club manager. 

The show will be held in the 
Roof ballroom at the Parker 
House. 

Booth spaces will be available for 
exhibits of latest equipment in the 
automobile accessories industry, 
and thus will be of interest not 
only to truck owners and drivers, 
but also to automobile owners, it 
is believed. 


uc Bris, Sinsabaugh’s sparklin; 
“Sparks column is read by 
wide-awake”’ in industry. 
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| registration in a recognized used 


car market report. 
Mileage Statement— Mileage 
statements are not permitted in 
advertisements. 
8 “Demonstrators” —The word 
“demonstrator” shall be under- 
stood to refer to a car which has 
never been sold to a member of 
the public; this term describes cars 
used by new car dealers or their 
salesmen for demonstrating per- 
formance. Demonstrators may be 
advertised for sale as such by an 
authorized dealer in the same make 
of car. 
“Executives and Officials Cars” 
—Such cars when advertised 
must have been used by executives 
of the parent motor car manufac- 
turers’ personnel or an executive of 
an authorized dealer in the same 
make of car, and not a salesman’s 
car, and must not have been sold 
to the public prior to the adver- 
tisement. 
10 “Repossessed”—The term shall 
only be used to describe cars 
presently and directly taken back 
from the purchaser. 
11 “Guaranteed”—Any terms im- 
plying a guarantee used in an 
advertisement requires that the 
purchaser shall be provided with a 
written document stating the terms 
of the guarantee. 
1 Finance—The words “finance,” 
“loan,” “discount” or similar 
words, in the firm name or trade 
style of a concern offering used 
ears for sale, shall not be used in 
advertising, unless the concern is 
actually in the finance business. 
13 “Credits”—Advertising copy or 
radio continuity offering auto- 
mobile credits shall, in every in- 
stance, include the name and ad- 
dress of the dealer against whom 
the credit is issued. Any medium 
of advertising shall first check its 
bona fide character with the dealer 
against whom the credit is issued. 
If the credit is nontransferable, ad- 
vertising thereof should be deemed 
unacceptable. 
1 4 “References” — The reference 
books in connection with these 
used car standards shall be reli- 
able and recognized, and a current 
month’s issue. 
1 5 “No Salesmen’s Commissions” 
—This is unethical and a very 
definite misstatement of fact and 
shall not be permitted. 


Dealers Charge 


Registration Fee 


YOUNGSTOWN, O.—A $4.85 
charge which some local automo- 
bile dealers assess car buyers for 
registering certificates of title is 
not made on the order of the 
county clerk of courts, William F. 
Quinlan, clerk, has announced. 

Quinlan said he frequently re- 
ceives complaints from automobile 
purchasers against paying the fee. 
In most instances, he said, the 
buyers have been informed that 
the charge is made by the clerk’s 
office. 

Quinlan said his office charges 
only 75 cents to register the title 
of a car which is not financed and 
$1.30 if the auto is financed. 

James S. Taylor, secretary and 
manager of Youngstown Automo- 
tive Assn., said the $4.85 fee is as- 
sessed by dealers for handling the 
registering titles. Sometimes, he 
explained, if there is a trade-in in- 
volved in the sale, the dealer also 
arranges a transfer of license tags. 


Coming to Buffalo? 





o4-, Stay at Hotel 
Lafayette. Right 
, In the center of 
i Buffalo's busli- 

. ness, theatre and 
shopping dist- 
ricts. 
















RATES 
Single $2.50 up 
Double 4.00 up 
Special rates 
for 4 or more. 
Write for 
Folder D-10 


HOTEL LAFAYETTE 


Buffalo, N.Y. K. A. Kelly, Mor. 
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By A, H. Allen 
HYSTERIA rules the roost 


top executives in the carbuilding 
plants all the way down to the 
office boy in a supplier's district 
sales office. It is a characteristic- 
ally American situation and there 
is probably not much anyone can 
do about it. Here and there one 
hears a frail note of reassurance 
but they are lost in a _ panicky 
roar. 
* * * 

For instance these are some of 
the comments heard in the hys- 
teria: Steel mills cannot get 
nickel, so the automotive boys 
have to go through all their 
specifications sheets and assidu- 
ously throw out all nickel steels, 
substituting the Lord only knows 
what. You cannot get aluminum, 
so all the nice shiny aluminum 
pistons will have to be changed 
to cast iron which will necessi- 
tate complete engine redesigns, 
vast switches in tooling setups, 
to the only end that motors will 


be sluggish and will refuse to | 


All Chrysler Units Use 
Auto-Lite Spark Plugs 


TOLEDO.—Auto-Lite spark plugs 


—which heretofore were standard 


equipment for deluxe passenger 
models of Plymouth and for the 
passenger car and truck lines of 
Dodge—have been officially adopt- 


ed as standard equipment for all 
types of vehicles 
Chrysler Corp.’s Plymouth, Dodge, 
De Soto and Chrysler divisions, ac- 


cording to Frank A. Nealon, sales 
manager of the merchandising di- 


vision of Electric Auto-Lite Co. 


SUIT, 


NEW YORK 
OFFERS YOU. 


E Belmont Plaza, be- 

cause of its convenient 
location, is hotel head- 
quarters for leading men 
in the automotive acces- 
sories field. You'll always 
meet someone you know 
here. 


Just a few blocks from 
Grand Central Terminal 
and across the street from 
Grand Central Palace, at 
the Belmont Plaza you're 
right in the center of 
things. 


Two excellent, popular- 
priced restaurants — The 
Pine Room and the fa- 
mous Glass Hat, one of 
New York’s smartest cock- 
tail, dining and dancing 
rooms. 


800 well-appointed rooms, 
each with both tub and 
shower, radio and _ full 
- length mirror, from $3.00. 


* 


Meet Your Friends at 


The Glass Hat 


Popular Circular Bar 
Cocktails from 25c 


HOTEL 
BELMONT PLAZA 


Lexington Ave. at 49th St. 
NEW YORK 


Joun H. SremsBer, Manager 





= 
= 
= 
= 
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in| 
the motor world these days, from | 


produced by 


pull a car up a 8 percent grade 
in low gear. 

* * * 
No more zinc, so all zinc die 
| castings will have to be thrown 
out and substituted by either plas- 
tics or plated stampings. But you 
cannot get nickel, so it’s no use 
planning to chrome plate. Another 
alternative is to put snap-on stain- 
less steel moldings over plain steel 
stampings; but there will be pri- 
|orities on stainless steel, which 
also takes a good bit of nickel 
itself, so that’s out. 

* * * 


Other Gossip 


Heard 


THEN, you hear, plastics may 
|} be all right, but they warp out 
of shape from weathering and have 
a wide range of expansion and con- 
| traction under heat and cold, so 
; you cannot get any suitable fast- 
enings to hold them in place. 

| * * * 


All in all, if you can believe 
| much of current conversation in 
| and out of the industry, it’s a 
| pretty bleak outlook. Better get 
| your new car now, the dealer 
say; next year you will be lucky 
if you can make a new model 
even creep around the block, and 
it will be something horrible to 
look at. And not only that. 
There will be so few cars built 
that you will have to wait in 
line to get one. You will pay a 
| terrific price for your 1942 model, 
— an enormous defense 
z. 





* * * 


And what’s more, in six months, 
most of the motor plants will be 
over-run with moose and caribou 
and every other assembly line 
hanging with dust of bygone days. 
Practically all the workmen will 
have been transferred to defense 
plants, leaving no one to build 
automobiles except little children 
and old ladies. These are only a 
few of the many screw-ball things 
making the rounds. 


One Way 


To Beat It 

THE SCARE-TALK and hysteria 
call to mind the recent action by 
the metallurgist of a prominent 
Toledo (O.) company, currently 
active in defense equipment manu- 
facture. For many years a capable 
engineer, widely known among his 
confreres, this gentleman one day 
became fed up with the whole 
business and retired to a _ small 
church in an Ohio town where he 
now greets his flock each Sunday 





.| morning from the pulpit. 


* * * 


Elmer Wetlauffer, for 12 years 
a body engineer with the com- 
mercial car division of Chrysler 
Corp., and prior to that associ- 
ated with several of the leading 
body companies as a layout and 
production man, is now connected 
with Hydro Mfg. Co., Detroit, 
where he is supervising installa- 
tion of equipment for manufac- 
ture of a line of sleeper cabs 
for General Motors trucks. These 
cabs, so called because they are 
designed to provide _ sleeping 
space for a spare driver just 
behind the driver’s seat, are built 
up of steel stampings welded into 
a rigid assembly. About April 1, 
the bodies will be coming off an 
assembly line, finished, trimmed 
and painted, at a rate of about 
10 a day. 


* * * 


Tool, die, jig and fixture men, 
as well as master mechanics, tool 
engineers and foremen, will be con- 
vening in Detroit in just three 
weeks for the annual American 
Society of Tool Engineers’ conven- 
tion and exhibition. Several hun- 
dred educational exhibits, many 
containing equipment in operation, 
will be spread over Convention 
Hall, and thousands of the society’s 
members are expected to be drawn 
from all sections of the country. 
Aircraft, logically, will be the cen- 
tral theme of technical sessions 
planned for the convention. 








WITH VOLUME defense deliveries 
beginning, no present need for priori- 
ties exists in the rubber industry, 
according to John L. Collyer, president 
of . F. Goodrich Co., shown here 
addressing all-day general sales con- 
ference of the company’s New York 
and New England districts at luncheon 
at Park Central hotel in New York. 
Other conferences were held in Atlanta, 
Cleveland, Chicago, Kansas City and 
Los Angeles. 


Program Arranged 
for SAE Aeronautic 
Meeting Mar. 13-14 


WASHINGTON. — The National 
Aeronautic group of the Society 
of Automotive Engineers will hold 
a meeting here, March 13-14, at 
the Washington hotel. 

The following program has been 
arranged for the two-day session: 

March 13—10 a. m.—Compound- 
ing Facts and Fallacies by F. L. 
Prescott, U. S. Army Air Corps, 
Wright Field; Design of Aijir- 
scoops for Aircraft Carburetors by 
M. J. Kittler, Holley Carburetor 
Co.; Present Status of Combustion 
Research by Ernest F. Fiock, Na- 
tional Bureau of Standards. 

2 p. m—Some Factors Influenc- 
ing Aircraft-Engine-Propeller Vi- 
brations by C. M. Kearns, United 
Aircraft Corp.; Consideration of 
the Design of Modern Aircraft 
Propellers by T. B. Rhines, United 
Aircraft Corp.; Vibration Charac- 
teristics of Three and Four-Blade 
Propellers for High-Output En- 
gines by R. M. Guerke, Curtiss- 
Wright Corp. 

8 p. m.—Development of the 
Ercoupe by F. E. Weick, Engineer- 
ing & Research Corp; prepared 
discussion by J. H. Geisse, Civil 
Aeronautics Administration; Some 
Present Day Problems in Light 
Airplane Engines by Ralph S. 
White, Civil Aeronautics Admin- 
istration. 

March 14—10 a. m.—More Air- 
craft Engines for National Defense 
by Henry C. Hill, Wright Aeronaut- 
ical Corp.; Cooling Characteristics of 
Submerged Light Aircraft Engines 
by H. A. Ellerbrock, National Ad- 
visory Committee for Aeronautics. 

2 p. m.—Icing Problems Attend- 
ant to the Operation of Transport 
Aircraft by R. L. McBrien, United 
Air Lines Transport Corp.; motion 
picture and discussion by Allan A. 
Barrie, Western Air Express Corp.; 
Development of a New Lateral 
Control Arrangement by Paul 
Baker, United Aircraft Corp. 

7 p. m.—Rose Room—Banquet— 
W. B. Stout, toastmaster; Coordi- 
nation of Aircraft Manufacture in 
Automobile Plants by C. C. Carlton, 
Automotive Committee for Air 
Defense. 


Van der Horst Corp. Opens 
U. S. Plant in Olean, N. Y. 


OLEAN, N. Y.—Van der Horst 
Corp. of America, recently organ- 
ized by Hendrik Van der Horst to 
introduce in America his patented 
process of “porous chrome harden- 
ing,” for cylinder walls, piston 
rings, bearings, etc., announces the 
establishment of its headquarters 
here, where a new plant has been 
constructed and is in full operation. 

Van der Horst began experiments 
on his present process in 1932, at 
Hilversum, Holland, where his 
original plant is in operation. Later 
he also established British Van der 
Horst, Ltd., with works at Sheep- 


bridge, Chesterfield, England, and| ( 
| certificate of merit. 


the new plant at Olean. 
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'NAPA Advises Liberal Policy | qa 


In Buying of Commoditie 


Special to Automotive News 

NEW YORK.— Further buying 
policy liberalization, anticipating 
requirements as far ahead as nine 
months, is advised in the current 
bulletin of the business survey 
committee of National Assn. of 
Purchasing Agents. 

“Buying policy recommendations 
tend toward liberal coverage of 
materials in practically all lines of 
trade,” said the bulletin. “Com- 
mitments are being extended fur- 
ther in goods that are made up of 
the less plentiful raw materials or 
fabricated from the scarcer items 
of steel 
Places must be found in produc- 
tion schedules even though de- 


livery dates may be considerably | 


extended. 

“There is little evidence that 
commodity prices will be any lower 
for several months to come, and 
there is every indication that in- 
dustrial activity will continue at 
high rate of production and dis- 
tribution at least through next 


year, and as a consequence every- | 
thing is to be gained by anticipat- | 


ing requirements three, six, and 
even nine months ahead in order 
that materials may be kept mov- 
ing and inventories increased on an 
orderly basis. 

“The cause of greatest concern 
now to manufacturers is the lack 
of current supplies of steel items, 
nonferrous metals and alloys to 
fulfill the needs of both commercial 
and government orders, with the 
great probability that priorities 
later will reserve available goods 
for defense programs exclusively. 
It is true that efforts are under 
way to make these materials more 
plentiful in supply, as exemplified 
in copper being imported from 
South America and tin smelting 
facilities being arranged for this 
country, but such projects take 
time to work out and there is im- 





Private Industry 
Operations Show 


Heavy Increases 


WASHINGTON. — Annual dollar 
turnover of private industry en- 
gaged in production, distribution, 
and merchandising of goods and 
services, increased more than $67,- 
000,000,000 during the seven years 
from 1933 to 1939 inclusive, ac- 
cording to the U. S. department of 
commerce. 

While value of manufactured 
goods and receipts from merchan- 
dising and service were rising from 
$90,272,552,338 in 1933 to $157,375,- 
295,223 in 1939, number of business 
establishments, pay rolls, and em- 
ployment showed almost equal 
ratios of expansion. 

Number of business establish- 
ments increased from 2,275,275 in 
1933 to 2,802,346 in 1939 — an in- 
crease of 527,071; salaried employes 
and workers increased from 12,020,- 
949 in 1933 to 16,195,695 in 1939 — 
an increase of 4,174,746, and pay- 
rolls increased from $11,725,126,000 
in 1933 to $19,842,338,000 in 1939 
— an increase of $8,117,212,000. 


By GM Employes 


DETROIT. — Emphasizing the 
importance of plant safety in the 
national defense program, General 
Motors Corp. announces that an- 
other all-time safety record was 
established in its 89 plants and 
service units in the United States 
and Canada during 1940. 

For every million hours worked 
there were but 3.43 lost-time acci- 
dents among the more than 200,000 
hourly-rated workers during 1940. 
This was an 8 percent improve- 
ment over 1939 and marked the 
sixth consecutive year in which a 
new record was established. 

In addition to this record, the 
Fisher Body plant at Janesville, 
Wis., has gone three years without 
a lost-time accident and four oth- 


ers have gone two years without a| 


Commemorating the achievement | 


lost-time accident. 


of the Fisher Body Janesville plant, 
the National Safety Council pre- 
sented the plant with a special 


and nonferrous metals. | 


| 





| on or before June 10, 1941. 



























mediate need for greater suppli 
of these materials. Consequently 
is suggested that commitments 
extended well through the yer 
where possible and inventories it 
creased where materials are jo, 
available. There seems little reagy 
to expect any easing in the Supp oy A 
demand situation for months ,}ENER 
come.” Chevrol 


Pontiac 
(Qldsmol 
Cadillac 
qRYSLI 
Plymou 


ASTE Convenitios 


Lists Sessions 


Sellout Indicate; fl 


DETROIT.—A complete sello, MED - 
of all floor space is predicted f Ford? . 
the annual meeting and expositiy Mercury) 
of the American Society of Ty Lincoln 
Engineers, to be held here MardettDEB/ 
25-28 at Convention Hall. NASH 

{UDSON 


At the present time all but 
few exhibit booths have been afpACKAR! 
signed to nearly 200 exhibitors, [WILLYS 
A special “preview” dinner wa 
be held the day before the expos : 
tion opens, sponsored by a grou) TOTAL 
of Detroit industrialists and wil] }| "Revise 






































attended by a number of promijienney, / 
nent executives, engineers, educ,|laterna' 
tors and Army and Navy officer 
engaged in national defense pre 
arations. a an 
The program for the ASTE mee 
ing follows: 5s 
Mar. 25, 8 p.m.—“Aircraft Pr. 
duction;” chairman, Walter fF 
Wagner, master mechanic, Lincol}secial to 4 
Motor Car Co.; C. W. Van Rans}| WASHI 
chief aircraft engineer, Ford Mofwry sales 
tor Co., on “Aircraft Engine Delnited St 
sign and Production;” Louis Bieh}i4126 ut 
ler, assistant chief tool designed January 
Vultee Aircraft, Inc., on ‘“Tooling:%39, the 
for Fuselage Production,” C. (rrted las 
Carlton, acting director, Automd ty) ¢ 
tive Committee for Air Defen: January \ 


will have charge of discussion fro 11990 wer 
the floor. %5 one 
Mar. 26, 8 p.m.—“Naval Ordnanq tory sales 


Production;” Homer C. Bayliss, 
manager Detroit branch, Motch 
Merryweather Machinery (© 
Joseph A. Davies, chief planne 
and estimator, Naval gun facton 


passenger 
trucks. 
The don 


Washington, D. C., on “Plannin PI 
for Production of Naval Ordnance 
Units;” E. Sims, president (We 


Metal Forming Corp., on “Prob 
lems of Production of Naval Ori 
nance Units.” . 

Mar. 27, 8 p.m.—P. W. Browr|Buick.... 
assistant works manager, Wrigt'|(adillac.. 
Aeronautical Corp., on “Industry! Chevrolet 
Need in Skilled Help;” Carl 4 | 
Gray, president, the Grenby Mfg Chrysler. 
Co., on “How Connecticut SolveijDe Soto.. 
the Industrial Training Problem; |Dedge.__. 
J. R. Weaver, manager, Louisvill Ford 
Ordnance Division, and past presi}, Ss 
dent ASTE, will describe the wor! adson. 
ASTE is doing for industrial train} 'incoin. .. 
ing and will lead discussion from} Nash 
the floor. 

Mar. 28, 6:30 p.m.—Book Cadillat 
hotel—Dinner 6:30 p.m.; meeting x 
8 p.m.; chairman, A. H. d’'Arcambel| "mouth. 
president ASTE, metallurgist, Pratt| Pontiac. .. 
and Whitney Division, installatiol ‘udebake 
of new ASTE national officers, s+}y; . 
ciety reports, L. R. Pennington viiys 
administrative assistant to J. E¢ N 

_—, 


gar Hoover, on “How to Prevet! 
Sabotage to Our National Defens 
Program.” 

Plant inspection tours have bee! 
arranged with Ford, Chrysler, Dé 
Soto, Dodge, Plymouth, Cadillac 
Chevrolet, Hudson, Packard 
Greenfield Village, Nash-Kelvit § 
ator, Thompson Products and Long 


Mfg. 
ee Thane 
val 22 § 
‘or Janua, 
apor bias 
(Continued from Page 1) Colorado 
veteran troubleshooter in the auto Patida 
motive industry, to Detroit to 1} 
quire into the CIO’s strike threat} unjay 
Observers saw slight chance for 4 a 
tieup of Ford plants, due to the} “ssouj — 
30-day “cooling off’ period re o— 
quired in plants turning out de} "a 
fense materials and, more im Wrska 
portantly, because of the CIOS] — 
doubtful strength in Ford plants. | \ag>— 
. mos 7 o "eon 
Hupp Liquidation a... 
DETROIT. Claims of creditors] “Mila 
against Hupp Motor Car Corp. have}; 
been ordered to be filed with Job? | "Yoming 


E. Murphy, trustee of the corporatio? -_ 
, {etal 33 § 
‘*? Janus 
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s Output at 123 065 Units 


i Feb. Production, : 


pRODUC TION—REGISTRATIONS 








Passoraer Car Registrations 
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AN’s Production Estimate 





— 








Uppli (U. S. and Canada) However, Falls 33 STATES FOR JANUARY 
ntly ; WEEKS ENDED MARCH 1. FEB. 22 Jan.to Jan. Total 1941 Total 1940 Unit 
nts "KS E} I , FEB. 22 Below Januar Date Pos. 1941 Pos. 1940 Pos. Gain 
re Week Sa Week F — 7 Chevrolet ..........-- 31,766 1 31,766 1 31,149 1 617 
ies jx Seded Week BD Feb. _ to to DETROIT.—While total produc-|Ford ................. 22,422 2 22,422 2 19420 2 3,002 
€ Noy ec tee Fen ed Total Mar.2 Mar.1/tion for February of 495,505 units|Piymouth ............ 16,385 3 16385 $8 14158 3 2,227 
reas _ a. 55° ek eee SWS Ss did not reach January's total of [Buick ............... 11,519 4 11,519 4 9,836 4 1,683 
mb ENERAL MOTORS .. a0 aaa ie canaae sah aas 431,720 515,901 new cars | Pontiac Pe 9,517 5 9,517 5 6,907 5 2,610 
buick i. el... 8680 «67028615 $4450 58,080 “e771 AUTOMOTIVE NEWS ak, cabeen —. een ae Tan ? 7331 ; 6850 é 7462 
BR evi asrvve sens 6,875 5,395 6,745 27,054 + 40,380 55,293) Production Estimate was well ahead|Chrysler ............. 4918 8 4,918 8 3,071 9 1,847 
oldsmobile opaseeanted 4,760 4,823 4,750 21,406 37,695 47,132 of last year’s|Studebaker .......... 3,941 9 3941 9 3,395 8 546 
ON | cydillac - . 1,595 810 = 1,582 = 6,177: 6,624 =—:12,037 total of 410,558/Mercury ............. 3,223 10 3,223 10 3,049 10 174 
mMYSLER .......-... 28,575 24,160 28,548 113,822 210,811 234,346 vehicles turned|Nash ...............- 2,895 11 2,895 11 2,276 13 619 
1S: plymouth* acecsreine Wes 14,000 11,820 14,098 56,807 100,430 118,067 out in Febru-| pe Soto 2,702 12 2,702 12 2,264 14 438 
” | podget 8,500 7,640 8,400 32,710 66,349 66,200 Last ary, according|/Hudson .............. 2,459 13 2,459 18 2,654 11 195* 
ted] chrysler 6... 3,545 2,710 3,510 14,229 24,462 29,207 WEEK to AUTOMOTIVE |Packard ............ 2,177 14 2,177 14 2,368 12 191* 
l - 2,530 1,990 2,585 10,076 18,570 20,872 | 124:342— News estimates.|Gadillac 2128 15 2128 15 1,203 15 925 
: aaa ae aaeee a icaaee 218,404 , Toe Production of|Lincoln .............. 776 «616 776 «(16 922 16 146* 
seveecesreeecess ’ , , 2, 70, 187,847 WEEK new cars and/Willys ............... 628 17 628 17 698 17 70* 
peepee views 3,100 2,130 3,000 12,100 20,520 25,390 trucks last week i aeeiieniaes Sisto dewintes 227 227 108 119 
a ak Sia san oan oa 2,400 5,839 5,167 totaled 123,865 —— ~- —a — 
seeeee en se : op Tae? py tae 102,489 Lo ae oa —* iveskincc 133,374 116,482 16,942 
— os ior — eae — EAR previous week’s 
’ ’ . 879 total of 124,342 2 percent, with 78 open hearths and 
“s oss ~ on - oe ont oon vehicles turned Ingot Production three Bessemers producing. Opera- 
. F 2, 9986 out and 102,489 ° ° tions in 1929 once hit 100 percent 
ie ies tame — ——___—_ units assembled At All - Time High but ingot production was not as 
ne wgiaiere eh ew 816 23,865 102,489 124,342 195,505 882,369 1 oll 406 in the compar- large as at present. 
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cial Special to Automotive News 


Rans} WASHINGTON. — January fac- 
d Mofwry sales of motor vehicles in the 
e DelUnited States and Canada totaled 
Bieb$s4126 units, against 449,314 last 
signed January and 356,962 in January, 
‘ooling 939, the U. S. census bureau re- 


1 fromi199) were passenger cars and 11,- 


%5 were trucks. Of the U. S. fac- 
tory sales in January, 411,258 were 
passenger cars and 89,673 were 
trucks. 
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for truck sales 


11,991. 


The 524,126 total of factory sales | total of 28,543 vehicles assembled 
for January 


this year was the|and 24,160 vehicles built 


December, 1940. 


‘Revised. tIncludes trucks. ¢Closed. Miscellaneous includes Crosley, | 
Henney, Autocar, Brockway, Diamond T, Divco, Federal, GMC, Indiana. | 
international, Mack, Reo, Sterling, White, etc. 


Production Reaches 


| 524,126, Highest Since 1937 


were 77,682 and 





able period of 
last year. 


With the Oldsmobile plant again 


losing one day’s operation 


last 


week due to shortage of bodies 


=" by 
Body in Lansing, 


“slowdowns” 


at Fisher 
General Motors 


divisions turned out 53,460 new cars 


and trucks. as 
units assembled 


against 52,592 
in the previous 


| week and 44,650 vehicles turned out 


passenger cars in January and|jin the same period of 1940. 
9,459 were accounted for by for- | 


Chrysler divisions remained steady 


with production 


last week 


totaling 28,575 units which con- 


| trasted with the 


previous week's 


in the 


i week which compared with the 


Near Youngstown 


YOUNGSTOWN, O.— Youngstown 
district steel operations last week 
were at the highest rate in 12 
years and was the largest ingot 
production in history, major oper- 
ators revealed. Rate will be 97 





previous week's total of 26,600 
units assembled and 19,572 vehicles 


turned out in the same period last 


year. 

Studebaker topped the independ- 
ents last week and Packard re- 
sumed operations Wednesday after 


Motor Wheel Corp. 


| 
i 


Truck Top Ten 


First Ten in ms as 

Reported in AN Today: 

1941 

Pos. Make 

Chevrolet 

Ford 

International 2,389— 3 

1,630— 4 

1,118— 5 
291— 7 
190— 8 
120— 9 
254— 6 
32—13 


Dodge 
GMC 
Plymouth 
Mack 


White 
Diamond T 
Studebaker 


C. Qported last week. highest monthly total since May,| comparable period last year. a shutdown in the previous week | T 
itomf total Canadian production in | 1937, and represented a substantial Production of the Ford divisions|due to the shortage of wheels | 1 — All Makes 
fens} january was 23,195 units, of which | gain over the 506,931 total for | hit 26,748 new cars and trucks last| resulting from the strike at the | wns 18,687 








New Commercial Car Registrations, 31 States for Jan. ’41-’40 
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Figures supplied by R. L. Polk & Co., and for New York City area by Sherlock & Arnold 
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New Passenger Car Registrations, 33 States for January, 1941-1940 


Figures supplied by R. L. Polk & Co., and for New York City area by Sherlock & Arnold 
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CATA Cites Losses in Dealer Service Departmen; 


Customers’ Dissatisfaction 





Held Another Vital Factor 


CHICAGO.—The amount of cus- 


from a low of $3.11 to a high of 


tomer labor sale for each repair | $12.37, with an average of $5.39. 


order written by member dealers, 
whose 1940 service department fig- 
ures were analyzed by Chicago 
Automobile Trade Assn., ranged 


Volume Selling: 
Kensinger Holds 
Tradein Price Is 
Most Important 


Eprror’s Note: Because of the 
interest generated by the discus- 
sion of volume merchandising at 
the recent NADA convention, 
Automotive News presents here- 
with a more detailed story on 
the speech given by George H. 
Kensinger, Memphis Ford dealer. 
Last week, in this same space, a 
review of the talk made by John 
R. Battle, New Orleans Chevro- 
let dealer, was presented. 


DETROIT. — “The allowance 
price on the used car is the most 
important thing to the buying 
public, under the system that I 
advocate,” George H. Kensinger, of 
Hull-Dobbs-Kensinger Co. (Ford), 
Memphis, declared in his address 
on volume merchandising at the 
recent convention of National 
Automobile Dealers Assn. in 
Pittsburgh. 

Kensinger, an exponent of a 
newer method of merchandising as 
opposed to the orthodox procedure, 
pointed out that “fundamentally 
everyone, who does not own a new 
car, would ‘if,’ and that ‘if’ is the 
allowance on his used car. It’s not 
important to talk product because 
all of us sell a good product. We 
do have price class, and every 
automobile owner recognizes this 
. . . they know our cars are per- 
ectly balanced, they know the 
wheelbases are right. So why talk 
about anything besides allowance?” 

Describing the scientific tech- 
nique, Kensinger declared, “to start 
with you can’t just jump out and 
allow used car prices that will not 
permit you a profit on your mer- 
chandise. You have to think in 
terms of the whole operation. The 
business must be set up right. 
Everything must be balanced for 
you to sell cars in volume. Co- 
ordination is one of the main prin- 
ciples.” ; 

The first thing to consider in 
volume sales, according to Ken- 
singer, is physical setup, i.e., how 
many new cars, used cars, parts, 
how much customer labor and 
how much it costs to do business. 
The next is accounting, whereby 
the dealer, department heads and 
the accountant work out a fore- 
cast or plan for the next month’s 
business. , 

Kensinger asserted that his plan 
is based on willingness to trade. 
“We train our salesmen in the 
technique of being traders,” he 
said. “We stand behind them; 
whatever they say they will do, 
we stand behind them. They are 
trained to ask a lot of questions, 
instead of making a lot of com- 
mitments. This kind of training 
and this kind of attitude generates 
prospects and people willing to 
trade. Then it is our job to define 
those on which we can make a 
profit. 

“Then our next job is to move 
the used cars to make room to 
sell more new cars, based on the 
fact that if a new car carries a 
$200 gross profit, our aim is to get 
as many of those $200 as we can 
get and hold together as much of 
that $200 as possible. 

“But never fail to liquidate used 
cars taken in, nearly at least the 
same amount as those traded for,” 
he warned. 


86 Distributors Get 


Cadillac Certificates 
DETROIT.—Award to 86 distri- 
butors of certificates stating that 
they conformed to regulations of 
the Cadillac Qualified Parts Pro- 
gram during 1940 has been an-| 


' 
nounced. 
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Making known these findings, the 
association in its current “Dealer 
Operating Facts” bulletin points 
out that in addition to loss of 
valuable revenue, the service de- 
partments which failed to secure 
the maximum value placed them- 
selves “behind the 8-ball” in terms 
of customer dissatisfaction. 

“We generally find the reason 
for a low amount of customer labor 
sale per repair order is that serv- 
ice salesmen accept the word of 
the customer as final as to what is 
wrong with his automobile, instead 
of first making a complete analysis 
of the work necessary to be done 
to the car to make it perform 
safely and satisfactorily and then 
trying to sell the customer this re- 
quired amount of work,” the bulle- 
tin explains. “Of course, this brings 
owner service complaints because 
the car does not perform perfectly, 
and your service department is 
blamed.” 

Just what these timid methods 
mean in the loss column is stated 
thus: 

“Based on our average percent- 
age of customer labor gross profit 
of 55.1 percent, would mean a total 
lost profit of $5,102 to the dealer 
showing the low amount of sale as 
compared to the dealer showing 
the high amount of sale for each 
1,000 repair orders written.” 

Here’s the suggested sales tech- 
nique for handling customers: 

“When your customer drives into 
your service station for repair 
work, we suggest that your service 
salesman write the order for the 
work to be done as requested by 
the customer. Then, if this work is 
not gcing to make the car perform 
satisfactorily, your service sales- 
man should make a quick analysis 
of the work essential to make the 
car perform perfectly, and then 
try to sell the customer the neces- 
sary work immediately. 

“Very few owners are sufficiently 
mechanically minded to know what 
is really wrong with their cars. 
Therefore, your service salesmen’s 
first responsibility to the customer 
is to find out what is really wrong 
with his car and to so advise him. 

“In this way you get not only a 
larger sale and profit per repair 
order, but you also get a satisfied 
customer, which in turn should 
help to eliminate owner service 
complaints and to build up your 
reputation. 

“We do not by any means 
recommend over-selling the cus- 
tomer. But we do believe that every 
effort should be made to see to it 
that the required amount of work 
to make the car perform ef- 
ficiently and safely is done on the 
car before the customer takes it 
out.” 


Name Changed 
MILWAUKEE.—Wisconsin Used Car 
Dealers Assn. has changed its name 
to the Badger State Automobile Deal- 
ers Assn. and has rejected a proposal 
to open used car salesrooms on Sun- 
days for a 60 to 90-day test period. 





ADDED to Pontiac accessories are 
these fender panels. They have chrom- 
ium strips matching those of the fend- 
ers to enhance streamlined appearance. 
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My First Sale 


” Y father, a successful insurance man, always prided himself 

on being an exceptionally shrewd buyer, and buying things 

at wholesale was his specialty,” recalls H. A. Wehmeier, general 

manager, Community Motors, Inc., Chicago, Pontiac distributor 

for Cook county. 

“He noticed an ad extolling the virtues of the Mighty Michigan 

, in an automobile magazine, which told in glow- 

ing terms about the remarkable features of this 

automobile, and also about the money making 

bossibilities for agents, and he immediately de- 

cided that here was a way to get a car at dealer’s 
price. 

“He wrote for information about the automo- 
bile agency, and in a short time he had the 
smoothest factory man in his office that ever 
drew breath, trying to sell him the idea of going 
into the automobile business. Since he was well 
set in his own business, he suggested that he 
had a son, 20 years old, who had been working 
for five years, who had saved about $2,000 and 
who might be interested. That wasn’t enough 
money for this fast stepping factory man, so my dad put up 
$4,000 with my $2,000, and the next thing I knew I had an auto- 
mobile showroom on Michigan avenue and was the distributor 
for the Mighty Michigan for the biggest part of Illinois, part 
of Indiana and Iowa. 

“If you will, imagine a kid 20 years old who had been raised in 
a rather strict family and forced to save his money, turned loose 
with a car of his own, a business he knew nothing about and a 
checking account, and then remember this was in the year 1911, 
before prohibition days. Thirty years ago it was the fast steppers, 
people who knew their way around who were supposed to be 
automobile buyers and I looked for that kind of people. There is 
no use telling the rest of the story. It lasted 18 months and then 
two things happened simultaneously — Wehmeier and the Michi- 
gan Buggy Co. went broke. 

“Now about that first sale. At the automobile show in the Coli- 
seum I picked up a live prospect. I remember him well, although 
I can’t recall his name. He asked me more questions about the 
Mighty Michigan than any man has asked me since. Of course, 
I had to prove my statements by a demonstration. I took him to 
Hubbard Woods, 20 miles away, to prove that it would take the 
hills. I took him through mud to prove it would take the hills. 
I took him through mud to prove that it had power. Then I got 
my first shock. He had a 1906 Mitchell to trade. 

“There I was—my first sale and a used car to take in trade. 
That didn’t stop me. But how much was it worth? I didn’t know. 
He showed me he paid so much for it when it was new. He showed 
me that his car was like new —that it was a perfect motor car. 
I don’t remember what I allowed him for it, but when I got it, I 
could not start it and I couldn’t stop it. When I did get it started, 
the clutch jerked my hat right off my head. It was one of my 
assets when I went broke.” 





H. A. Wehmeier 





Used Car Auction Wholesale Prices 


. 1935 Models 
Chicago Buick Coupe 40 Poor 55 
Held by Finance Company—Feb. 6 oe Sedan 21EA Poor 95 
or Coach Poor 80 
1941 Models Conti- Sates | 7°°4 Coupe Poor 47 
Make Model tion Price| jrora a — 2 
Plymouth Coupe P12 = Good $640 | ord } i 
Pontiac Coupe 8JC Good 850] Ford Coach Poor 67 
1940 Models Plymouth Sedan PJ Cr. Block 90 
Dodge Con. Cpe. D14 Good 635] Pontiac Sedan 8AA Poor 62 
Fora Senakt G84 HES] by alent Automate 
Hudson Coupe 41 Good 410 ee , Swe © 
Hudson Coach 41 Fair 435 1940 Models 
Hudson Coupe 41 Good 410 Condi- Sales 
Lin.-Zep Sedan Good 665 Make Model tion Price 
Nash Sedan HL Good 510] Buick Tudor Spec. Good $550 
Packard Sedan 1382 Good 590 a —— Std. Good 525 
odge edan Std. Good 525 
eis 1999 Models Good 479 | Plymouth Tudor Std. Good 430 
Buick Sedan 41 Fair 495 Plymouth Sedan Std. Good 480 
Ford Sedan Del. Good 355 1939 Models 
Hudson Sedan 91 Fair 305 ~~ ne see Good 415 
19388 Models adillac edan Good 725 
Chevrolet Truck B-Ol Fair 260 Dodge Sedan sta.  Geed avo 
e oO edan air 325 
Dodge Sedan D8 Poor 200 Sens aa ; ae = 
Dodge Sedan D8 Fair 295 | Ford Tudor Std Good 325 
Ford Coupe 60 Fair 245) Ford Tudor 85° Good 340 
Ford Coach 85 Wreck 180 - 
> Lin. -Zep. Sedan Std. Good 450 
Ford Coach 85 Good 240] Mercury Coupe Std. Good 410 
Plymouth Coach P6 Fair 225] Pontiac Sed. 6 Cyl. Good 410 
1937 Models Pontiac Sed. 6 Cyl. Good 425 
Buick Sedan 41 Wreck 160 Studebaker Cpe. Comm. Good 330 
Chevrolet Sedan 230 
De Soto Con. Cpe. S3 Poor 150 1938 Models 
De Soto Sedan S3 Fair 225 | Buick Sed. Cent. Good 280 
Dodge Coupe D5 Fair 220 | Chevrolet Sedan Std. Good 245 
Ford Coach 85 Fair 210} Chevrolet Coupe Std. Good 260 
Ford Sedan 60 Poor 130 | Chevrolet Sedan Std. Good 165 
Ford Coupe 85 Fair 165} De Soto Sedan Std. Good 325 
Ford Sedan 60 Fair 130 | Dodge Coupe Std. Good 225 
Ford Coach 60 Poor 130 | Dodge Sedan Taxi Good 145 
LaSalle Coach Fair 155 | Ford Tudor 85 Good 250 
Oldsmobile Sedan L37 Poor 165 | Lin.-Zep. Sedan Good 325 
Plymouth Sedan P4 Fair 215 | Oldsmobile Cpe. 6 Cyl. Good 285 
Plymouth Coupe P4 Fair 220 | Oldsmobile Sed. 6 Cyl. Good 330 
Plymouth Sedan Wreck 205 | Packard Sedan 115 Good 325 
Pontiac Sedan 8CA Fair 230 | Plymouth Tudor Std. Good 250 
Pontiac Sedan 8CA Fair 235 
Pontiac Con. Cpe. 6CA = Fair 200 1937 Models 
Terraplane Sedan 72 Fair 135] Buick Sedan Spec. Good 275 
Terraplane Pick-up Fair 135] Buick Sedan 37-48 Good 180 
Models Buick Sedan Spec. 48 Good 260 
Buick 1908 ™ 41 Poor 125 | Chevrolet Coupe Std. Good 175 
Buick Sedan 41 Rod Out 110] Chevrolet Sedan Std. Good 240 
Cadillac Sedan 8 Fair 115} Chevrolet Sedan Std. Good 255 
Chevrolet Coupe 21FC Fair 100 | Chevrolet Tudor Std. Good 175 
Chevrolet Sedan 3FA Fair 120 | Chevrolet Sedan Std. Good 220 
Chevrolet Sedan 3FA Fair 115} Chrysler Sedan Royal Good 175 
Chevrolet Coach 3FC Fair 175| Chrysler Sedan Imp. Good 140 
Chevrolet Sedan 21FA Fair 135 | De Soto Sedan Std. Good 165 
Dodge Sedan Fair 65 | Dodge Sedan Std. Good 185 
Ford Coach 85 Fair 105} Ford Tudor Std. Good 165 
Ford Sedan Poor 37] Ford Tudor 85 Good 195 
Oldsmobile Sedan F36 Fair 165 | Ford Coupe 85 Good 230 
Packard Coupe Super = Fair = —-130/ Ford zueet SS — = 
Packard Con. Cpe. 999 Fair 195} Ford Sedan 85 Good 205 
Packard Sedan Poor 100 Ford Tudor Std. Good 215 
Pontiac Sedan 8BA Fair 145 | Ford cusee & Good 150 
Pontiac Sedan 8BA Fair 160' Ford Tudor 85 Std. Good 175 
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Used Car Sales |): 
Begin to Clim}|— 


In San Antonjjsase 


—s ee Tex.—Useq J-— 
sales for January, as repor 
dealer-members of San’ fa ome 
Automobile Trade Assn., shoylac 6 
some improvement over thoge ; (aaillac” 
the preceding month. _— 

The report shows that 4 — 
were 1,384 cars on hand at , 
beginning of the month, with 1 yrolet 
sales reported for the month an 
a turnover of 105 percent ag,,) —— 
97 percent for December. The ty 
value of the cars sold was $434) 
for a turnover value of 94 per, 
against 84 percent for Decem 
and an average value of » 
against $319. There were 1,447 « 
on hand at the end of the moy 
having a total value of $495,928 , 
an average value of $343, as « 
pared with an average value 
$332 for December. 

During January, 1940, there w4— 
1,127 cars sold for a unit turn 
of 91 percent, a total value DeSoto _ 
$306,666, a turnover value of 
percent, and an average value | 
$272. There were 1,351 cars on hyj— 
at the end of the month havinj—— 
total value of $436,024, and 4Dodge 
average value of $323. 
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Farm Market Manual {|_~— 


Published by Chek-Chaj f4¥8 


CHICAGO.—A new brochure, ef —-_— 
titled “We’ve Paved the Way { 
your Sales Drive in the Fs 
Market,” has been released to t 
oil industry by Chek-Chart Cor 
here. 


The brochure describes the ¢ 
forts made by Chek-Chart to ei 
cate the farmer on the importam 
of proper tractor lubrication, a 
cites the cooperation extended 
tractor manufacturers, agricult 
schools, the farm press, etc. 
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Ford V-8 


——— 
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Hudson § 
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“Dealers Tell Me,’’ by John Lincoln ~é 
Munn, is an open forum for 
expression of ealers’ opinions. 





appears weekly in Automotive Ne 














Mercury 

Ford Tudor 85 Bad 
Ford Tudor Std. Good 1! Nash Am 
Ford Tudor 85 Good 
Ford Tudor 85 Good _ 
Ford Tudor 60 Std. Good 
LaFayette Fordor Std. Good |! —s 
LaSalle Sedan Std. Good ! 
Plymouth Tudor Std. a 
Plymouth Tudor Std. Good 1 Olds Six 
Plymouth Coupe Std. a Ff 
Reo Pick-up Speedwagon iced 
Willys Coupe Std. Good 

1936 Models 
Buick Tudor Std. Good ee 
Buick Sed. Spec. 48 Good Packard 
Chevrolet Pickup Fair ——— 
Chevrolet Sedan Std. Good en 
Chevrolet Sedan Std. Good 
Chrysler Sedan Std. Good ——— 
Chrysler Sedan Std. Good 4 
Chrysler Sedan Std. Good ee 
Dodge Sedan Std. Fair 1} Plymout 
Ford Tudor ae o ?;—— 
Ford Tudor Std. 00! 
Ford Sedan Std. Good ini 
Ford Tudor Std. Good a 
Ford Tudor Std. Good , 
Ford Tudor Std. Good J — 
Ford Sedan Del. Good = '} Plymout 
Ford Tudor Std. Fair — 
Ford Tudor Std. Good 
Ford S yw oa 5 aes 
Ford udor Std. ; 
Ford Tudor Del. Good a 
Ford udor Std. 01 
Ford Sedan Del. Good !} emcee 
Ford Tudor Del. Good  ® ontiac | 
Ford Tudor Std. cone. 2 
Ford Del. Sedan Good Jo 
Graham Tudor Good | 
Lin. -Zep. Sedan Std. Good +}——— 
Oldsmobile Sedan Std. Good = 
Oldsmobile Sed. 6 Cyl. cod 
Packard Limousine Good °¢ Studebal 
Plymouth Tudor me. o-~— a 
Plymouth Tudor Std. a 
entine Sedan Std. God 4 
Studebaker Sedan Std. Good 

1935 Models 
Buick Sed. 61 Std. Good 
Chevrolet Sedan Std. Good 
Chevrolet Sedan Std. Good 
Chevrolet Tudor Std. Good 
Chevrolet Sedan Std. Good 
Chevrolet Coupe Std. Good 
Chevrolet Sedan Sta. a— ' 
Chevrolet Tudor Std. 
Chrysler Sedan aa. Cr, Bae 4.— 
Dodge Tudor Std. ‘ 
Ford Sedan Std. — 
Ford Tudor Std. Good 
Ford Fordor Std. Good 
Ford Sedan Std. Good, 
Ford Fordor Std. Good | Used 
Ford Tudor Std. Good j “Sea OC, 
Ford Sedan Std. Good = This ig 
Ford Tudor Std. Good 
Ford Sedan Std. Good 
Ford Coupe Del. Good 
Oldsmobile Sed. 6 Cyl. Good 
Pontiac Sed. 6 Cyl. Good 
Pontiac Tudor Std. Goo 
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bottom prices on 1940, 1939, 1938 and 1937 A D V E R 7 | S E D —Sun Telegraph; Cincinnati — Post; Detroit — News; 
Chicago—Herald-American; St. Louis—-Globe-Democrat; 


jctual top and ; ; 
} i cars, a8 advertised in local newspapers. SEDAN s 8 _ 
er y used in this comparison. Newspapers co- Used Car Selling Prices Atlanta—Journal; Houston—Chronicle; Oklahoma City 





gave i Ti - Denver — Post; Los Angeles — 
i include: Boston—Globe; New York—Times, — Oklahoman, Times; enve st; § 

omer] American; Philadelphia — Bulletin; Pittsburgh For Week Ending Feb. 16 Examiner; Seattle—Times. 
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mb Boston New York Phila. Pittsb’rg Cin’nati Detroit Chicago St. Louis Atlanta Houston Okla. City Denver Los Angeles Seattle Natl. Avg. 
' 40] 795 | 795- 745| 765- 695| 825- 695| 795 | 599 | 775- 645| 785 | 845 | 825- 795| 765 | 929 | 791- 715 
OF 39] 695- 565) 545 | 625- 465| 595- 526| 585- 607| 575- 399| 575- 465| 550- 525| 695- 575 | | 595 | 645- 495| 675- 540| 730- 645| 622- 528 
sed d-—_a—————C«CT38] = 52G- 4655 | | B15- 385| 495- 425| 477- 397| 899- 205| 449- 345) 438- 415| 565- 395) | 550- 445| 495 | 575- 455| 6165 | 508- 397 
ted | "87 395- 325) 445 | $75- 365| 385- 319| 347 | 995- 245| 875- 239| 375- 295] 395 l | $45 | 445- $45| 448- $35| 615- 425| 403- 321 
‘i ; | 4 1400 l | 1865-1865 
shon) cpaillac 60 Special 40] 1450 | | | | | | 1245 | | | | 
Ose "394 1045 | 995- 945| 995- 795| 745 | | 845 | | | 1095- 995 | | | | 1075 | | 971- 911 
——__ 38] 825 a ee ee ee | 795-685 | | 985- 845; | ‘887-765, 
cae 495 | 495 | 495 | 445- 350 | | 445- 345 | | | | 445 | 575- 445| 695 | 511- 380 
th tl qhevrolet Master 40) 675-565 | 515- 495) 565 Nl | 599- 589| 539- 475| 595- 488| 530 | 625- 545 | | 595 | 675 | 665- 525| 699 | 606- 526 
nth fo °89] 460- 400 495- 395| 475- 435| 490- 449| 489- 361| 439- 405| 465- 375| 495- 425| 525- $85/ 495 | 495- 425| 563- 385| 469- 445| 595 | 497- 407 
gain] ————>38] 395-365 | | 815 | 445- 875| 825- 255| 205- 290| 885- 255| 395- 324) 395 | 366- 365| 395- 325| 445- 345| 495- 365| 450 |_392- 826 
—____ 82] 305- 275| 275 | 295- 285| 845- 259| 209- 225| 249- 195| 325- 195| 285- 165| 325- 295| 350-285 | 345- 195 | 345- 295| 395- 229| 429 | $26- 287 



























4 Gerrolet Deluxe 40] 695-585) 595- 525| 595 | -GAS- 585) 545 | 595- 495| 650- 579| 595 | 675- 475 | | 625- 550| 765- 585| 695- 595| 725- 695| 646- 567 
° ——_‘80f 525- 465) 445 | 435 ( §45- 495 | | 495- 375| 495- 385| 495- 465| 495- 445 | 585 | 495- 445| 525- 475| 595- 450| 625- 595] 520- 459 
| I l | 399- 299| 365- 345 | l $45 | $67- $65| 454- 425| 445- 349| 449 | 400- 358 













4—_—__—___ °38] 385- 365| 396 
, 





$34 $88- 279| 375 $20- 270 










































| $25- 315 | 295 350- 335 | 265 300- 219| 295- 200| 275 295- 275 339 
928 Guysler Royal 404 695 | 769 | 750- 695| 795 l l | 745- 645 | | 795 | | 756- 670 
C0 ———‘Cé« = Sl 4 a haa 
in 39] 615- 575| 599- 545| 535- 525| 645 l | 469- 450| 575- 465 | | | 645 | 689 | 599- 512 
| 489- 393 








a SY tae” a — ee 
38] 195- 445| 350 | 395 | 425- 401 | 


__ ei Lassie senate 
"379 385- 245 | $75- 275| 369- 345| 269 


| 899-875 | $87 365] 445-875 


l l | 489- 395| 425- 395| 575 
299- 247| 365- 195| 250 ee 5| 4 5 4 


’ 895- 205| 450- 385| 495- 469| 367- 292 









































































" De Soto "04 775-725 | l | 622 l | 675- 549| 665- 645| 675 | 695 l | 699 | 795- 750 | | J11- 667 
DeSoto AON ee eee I es sannnec a masala ante 
39] 495 | 495- 445| 495 | 589- 495 | | 559- 440| 595- 445| 495 l l | 635 | 650- 575 | [ 567- 480 
NT, a TT Si 1 ae a 8 $$ <<<S es 
alue 38] 440- 435 | | 375 | 425- 379 | l | 433-365 | 425 | l l | 498 | 475- 380 | | 448- 390 





Eee *__s p- 300 | 36 nee 
al "37 | 365- 245 195| 388- 245| 345- 275 299- 285| 348- 295| 475- 345| 336- 269 


















































wa 40] 795- 595| 695- 610| 645- 595| 645- 625| 589 646- 535| 645- 585| 665- 575| 745- 645) 695- 667| 695- 675| 795- 695| 888 7103- 618 
and qpDedge ee oa Bo | OR0~ 280 | Oe eee 

39) 565- 195| 565- 325| 495- 445| 539- 529 | | 450- 895 | 495- 445| 525- 475| 595- 545| 665- 475| 495- 420| 585- 567| 665- 515| 645 | 560- 469 

i ee bated eee iets tonite ne eee ee a cc ee ED 

38] 480- 395| 425 | 425- $25| 449- 395| 387 | $99- $45| 435- 345| 395 | 435 l | 367 | 445- 388| 525- 395| 577 | 442- 370 







conn dt ai ca ic ne ies et’S DOO 
$75- 275| 350- 175| 325- 195| 415- 295| 295 $15- 179| 345- 245| 345- 260| 345- 275) 295 $45- 265| 375- 294| 445- 295| 455- 389| 358- 262 





















































] 
“| Ford V-8 “85” 40] 565- 195| 495 | 595- 435 | | 487- 375| 595- 389| 565- 495| 475 | 635- 555 | | 577- 525| 595 | 585 |_ 695 |_572- 467 
39] 475- 335 | 325 | 395 | 466- 423| 419- 292| $89- 319| 419- 365| 425- 375| 475- 365| 495 | 475- 385| 495- 385| | 569 | 448- 360 
ea a 
38] 385-260 | l | 877- $25 | | 825- 210| 369- 245| 395- 275| 365- $25| 365- 325| 350- 325| 384- 325| 335 | 498 | 877- 290 
ee — LE —————————————————————— — — ———— —_ =O eee ie oe 
97) 245-195 | 257- 225 | 250- 155| 265- 170| 265- 179| 215- 119| 245- 169| 275- 185] 325- 145] 335- 196 | 335- 195| 325- 250) 295- 200| 355- 295| 285- 191 
| to 40) 595- 590| 595- 529| 595 | 535 l | 599- 470| 565- 545| 595- 565| 695- 495| 725 | 665- 595| 645- 545| 695- 545| 735 | 684- 542 


4 ford V-8 Deluxe 






| 395- 385| 495- 415| 450- 385| 465 


; | 545 | 495- 395| 550- 475| 565- 445| 565- 545| 500- 425 
| 369- 267| 365- 295| 375- 325| )- 440| 394- 336 


"394 195-395 | 
l | 425- 827| 445- 389| 435- 349| 499- 440| 394- 336 


a aincemianmenaiae 
$84 395- 345 | 395 


| 483- 365| 495- 445 | 
345- 295| 339- 325| 345 
























































































































































































| 
ee SS a eee S$ Eee 
"Si 375- 245) l | 269- 260| 159 | 199- 195| 265 l | | 225 | $25 | 299- 265| 325- 245| 425- 345| 287- 259 
ortan ~ ' 
on, aap Hudson Six "404 695- 575 | | | 595- 569 | | 575 | 535 | | | 596 | | | 635- 540| | 605- 561 
\ded (112) ’39§ 599- 575 | l | 485- 410] | 495- 425| 525- 475) ] l | 395 ] ] | 500- 471_ 
cultu “38h 445- 285) | 375 | 379 | 335 ] | | | 365 l | 487- 345 | 425- 295| 495- 475| 413- 350 
(Terraplane) °37] 295- 165) 317 | 195 | 259 | | 249- 195| 275- 215] 260 | 295 | 185 | 295 | 295- 245| 245- 200| 395- 299| 274- 220 
rohn § Uncoln-Zephyr 409 1085-1045 | 960- 895| 945- 835 | 1077 | ene 1095-945 | | as | 1095 ] | 1036- 930 
for 89] 745- 685| 795- 565| 535 | 777- 675) | 625- 545 | 645- 495| | 645 | l | 795- 765| 699- 665 | | 696- 628 
ions. "$8)_565- 450| 475- 375| 475 | | 399- 395 | 565- 425| 375 | 545- 495 | | | 595- 475| 645- 495| 659 | 530- 444 
87] 335- 275| 285- 195| 325 | $45- 289| 469 | 280- 195| 325- 225] 350- 275| 395- 275| l | 425- $25| 425- 295| 395 | 359- 261 
Mercury 40] 745- 666) 895- 499| 695 | 695- 639 | | 745- 720| 695- 599| 745 | 695- 675 | | 745 | 745 | 795- 565| 769 | 747- 623 
5 39] 649- 495| 645- 495| 565- 485| 595- 539| 397 | 525- 469| 575- 485| 595- 498| 595- 545 597 675- 495| 645- 595| 695- - 517, 
| | | 695- 595| 596- 517 
8 Nuh Ambassador Six ’40] 695-595) 650 | 645 | | 697 | 595 | 645- 595| 725 | | | | | 795 | 897- 745| 705- 645 
od 39] 575 | 457- 455) | 595 l ] | 675- 445| 585 | | 567- 565 | || 876- 488" 
od | Senne rein eee lene ee | | | | | | 560 | 414- 365 
= "87 350- 325| 345- 245| 333 | 350 | | 295 | 295 | | | $75- 350| 395- $25 | | $42- 311 
d & ® ' 
od if Olds Six (60) °’40] 775- 665| 575 | 625 | 690 | 593 | 610- 495| 695- 595| 695 | 695 | 635 | 635 | | | 657- 585 
od | « 39) 575- 475| 525- 495| 495- 425| 595- 495 | | 475- 450| 545- 445] 495- 445| 595- 535 | | 595- 565| 595- 499| 510- 465| 675- 669| 556- 497 
d ft 88) 495- 395, 445- 425 | 345 | 495- 403 | | 400- 325| 445- 365| 435- 395| 425 l | 395 | 495- 372] 525- 345 | | 445- 378 
$7] 385- 265| 395- 295| 365- 245| 336- 299| 335- 325| 349- 260| 375- 245] 345- 325| 395- 275| 326 | $45- $25| 385- 345| 385- 275| 485 | 372- 290 
ods} inner ieiinieiemieticinianieet Ta an ree nee ee ee ee 
a Packard Six 40] 745 | 695- 675) | | 795 | 695 | 689 | | 745- 645) | 795 | 765 | 985- 695 | | 768- 672 
dt 39] 665- 545| 595 | 595 | 645 l | 545 | 595- 545 | | 595 l —| es |. | 65 || 6l7- 545 
od! "884 525- 445) 445 | 425- 395| 495- 475 | | | 445 | 500- 495 | 65 | 495 | 495 | 579-465) —~(| 497-456 
s 4 a ammen ! Oe rn ic Nr a ea eS | 579- 465 | 497- 455 
2d u 87 375- 245 | 295 365 | 875- 345| 395- 325| 325 | 345- 275 | | 395 ] ($45 | 395- $45! 495- | $05 | 5 Sa sas 
, SEO 
ir 1) Plymouth 40] 665- 545| 675- 499 | 595- 540| 575 | | 495- 485| 565- 425| 595- 530| 650- 595 | | 537 | 677- 645| 625- 597| 739- 735| 616- 600 
og 8 = 1 Oe ne nae aaa 545- $45| 475- 395| 495- 399| 495- 208| 445- 345| 510- 365| 495- 395| 525- 365| 388- 360| 445- 417) | | CC 487-873 
| 98] 445- 295| 345- 205| 369- 345| 850- 294| 385- 335| 385- 335| 425- 295| 395- 350| 395- 295| 385- 266| 395- 287| 395 | 439- 385] 527- 439| 402- 324 
od «fC 15-275 825- 165| 295- 185| 345- 189| 339- 225| 299- 147| 299- 195| 345- 199| 295- 235, 299 | 295- 185| 374- 345| 385- 249| 465- 445| 336- 234 
| | | | 205- 185| 374- 345| 385- 249| 465- 445| 336- 234 
1 '| Plymouth Deluxe ___°40)_663- 575] 675-575 | 650- 525| 650-454) 485 | 595- 495| 595- 475| 625 |_| | 505 | GAA 699] 5-595) | G25 558 : 
Oe EE ee iE i ie 
od 37] 345-265 | 295 | 335 | 285- 215| 295- 275 | | $45- 205| 255- 288| 295- 285| 299- 264] 395- 265] | 314- 263 
> } ; ; 
4 i. 99] _575- 475| 565- 485| 495- 485] 545- 585| 500- 477| 525- $75| 518" 465| 495° 445| | 495 | 405- 447| 575-428] 545- 485 | 685- 645] 5S0- 474_ 
od 38] 475- 375 425- 265 | | 445 | 395- 264| 365 | 399- 365| 395 | | | 450 | 475- 425| 445- 370| 585- 495| 441- 365 
af Miteteees Ww fd) ae... |__| 8) | 628 | 526- 465 
7 are Ccnmneenee ON i err | 875- 795 | | 776- 745 
; 89] 565- 475) 475- 395| 625 |_ 595 | | 518- 445) 475 565 Nl | 505 | 645- 695| | 662-487" 
» ‘ > x | | | | 425- 35 j ni : . = | on 
4 a 38] 575 335 | | 425-350 | | 450 445 85- 465 | . 
--_ (Di 37) 317-235 | 845- 245| 925-250) 337 265 295- 225| 295 S51 —_— | ep erence hee 
1 de ictator) °37) 347- 235, | 395- 345 | 195 350- 295| 343 415- 335| 465- 385| 336- 289 
ag sly, 0 495- 475 | 398- 295| 465- 395 | | | 445 | | 495 | | | 499 | 466- 388 
‘/_ =a 39] | $25 ce 35. ~+| SC~ CSCO panini | 
dt $n re a en ee fn eer | $41- S41 
jock J—___— w§$—s—s—“‘é«S SYS fo ed 189- 165 |_ 245 eS | l | 245- 232 | (295. | 244-199 


| 195- 185; 211- 170) 227 | 175- 110] 185 195- 127| 229- 145| 289 





od : 

? National Average, All Makes, Feb. 16—$521-$450 
: “ National Average, All Makes, Feb. 9—$533-$451 
4 : a Car Selling Prices, as advertised in the classified section of metropolitan newspapers nationally, are compiled exclusively by Automotive News as a co ighted 

7 's 18 the first time ils -fide top and bottom prices have been compiled from blish i dt ie canna 
a time anywhere that bona-fide top p p t published figures to establish the trend of the market and the resulting national ind 
ds Where no prices are quoted, no car of make and model was offered during the period covered. = 


od, Used Car prices in Cleveland, Indianapolis, New Orleans, Dallas, Kansas City, Minneapolis and San Francisco appeared on this page last week and will be published agair t k 
. ° , ag 1 next week. 













THE SAGA OF FIRST 
100 YEARS ON RUBBER 





Chapter CXII— Manufacturers’ Dinners 


_ Annual dinners of an industry have a decided place 
in its history. Foregatherings of its leaders, even if pri- 
marily social in nature, are significant in promoting 
camaraderie and it was unquestionably the friendship 
between competitors more than anything else that made 
the accomplishment of the automobile industry what it 
has been in a bare two score of years. With the expe- 
rience of having attended nearly all of the manufac- 
turers’ (National Automobile Chamber of Commerce, 
now the Automobile Manufacturers Assn.) yearly din- 
ners in New York from 1910, or thereabouts, when they 
began, to their lamented demise after 1934, it is quite 
in order for me to include a chapter on the subject in 
“Who, Me?” At least the dinners lasted throughout the 
industry’s adolescence. 


The early affairs were put on at the old Waldorf and 
later were transferred to the Commodore, where they 
remained until they were discontinued, by which time 
the average attendance was between 1,100 and 1,200. 
The banquets became so popular that the demand upon 
the manufacturers for tickets, through whom only they 
could be obtained, proved embarrassing, since accommo- 
dations were limited, so at the time of the dealers’ show 
in 1935, they were dropped. 


Head Table 


There always was a head table of industrial leaders 
aside from the motor manufacturers themselves, and 
at the last affair something like 52 men were at the 
head table, of whom 48 were presidents or board chair- 
men and included representatives of industry, heads of 
banks, presidents of railroads, publishers, etc. 


Characteristic of the dinners was that they were 
never too long, nor their “movement” tedious. When 
they gradually assumed “standardized form,” they in- 
cluded only two speakers, one of whom was a humorist, 
and the award of “honors” for the previous year to four 
or five prominent manufacturers selected for that 
season’s grilling. The unwritten law of the banquets 
was always not to discuss the motor industry except in 
a humorous way. The serious speakers were not sup- 
— to talk about automobiles, but rather of some 

road question of public interest. The humorist had 
more latitude, in fact was invited to have as much fun 
as possible with the car makers and their products, so 
long as he kept away from the misfortunes of either. 
Successes could “take it.’’ And he generally did a good 
job to the glee of the victim’s competitors. The serious 
speakers were men of distinction from the fields of 
finance, business or statesmanship. = them were 
three cabinet members, Edwin Denby, Secretary of 
the Navy and in private life a builder of motor trucks, 
(later Roy D. Chapin became the second member of the 
industry to acquire a cabinet portfolio, Secretary of 
Commerce) ; Herbert Hoover, Secretary of Commerce, 
and William M. Jardine, Secretary of Agriculture. 

Humorists of renown, some of whom appeared more 
than once at separated intervals, because of popular 
acclaim, included Irvin S. Cobb, Will Rogers, Edward 
J. Cattell, Neal O’Hara, Edward H. “Senator” Ford, 
Charles Milton Newcomb, Julius Tannen and the in- 
dustry’s own George M. Graham. 

At one of the dinners when “Senator” Ford was speak- 
ing, he placed his hand on Mr. Nash’s shoulder and said 
he was always delighted to be there with Mr. Nash, 
who that year was advertising the good points of his 
car, including a seven-bearing crankshaft, which, in the 
opinion of the “Senator,” really offered seven good 
reasons why you should buy a Buick. Then following 
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the laughter, he added, 
about the Buick. The car 
they certainly have a fine 


Better Buick Is Built, Mr. 


Keep It for Himself’.”’ 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, MARCH 3, 1941 
“Be careful how you laugh 


may not be very good, but 
slogan, which is: ‘When a 
Sloan, the President, Will 


During the '20’s the outstanding feature of the 
dinner was the reading of a burlesque citation by some- 
one dressed as the chancellor (latterly it was Harry 
Meixell), who hung big plaster or papier mache medals 


around the necks of four or 


five leaders. The citations, 


read with great dignity, included kidding the men or 


their advertising or their 


cars. The “decorations,” as 


they were called, had their inception at the 1917 dinner, 


of which more will be said 


later. It proved such an ap- 


preciated feature of the dinners that it was repeated for 


years until all of the more 


prominent executives of the 


industry had been “honored.” Far from resenting the 
good-natured grilling they got, they felt it quite a dis- 


tinction to be called up; 
the more they seemed to 
audience did. 


the rougher they were treated 


enjoy it and certainly the 


This is the 112th installment of Chris Sinsabaugh’s memoirs. 
“Manufacturers’ Dinners” will continue in the next 
issue of Automotive News. 





‘Here Today . . - 


Accident Booklet Shows Speed Responsible 


for 40% of 1 


HARTFORD, Conn.—No single 
catastrophe in the United States 
last year approached the daily 
average of almost 100 lives lost in 
automobile accidents, according to 
a new booklet entitled “Here To- 
day—” just issued by Travelers In- 
surance Co. The booklet is the 
eleventh in a series issued annually 
and presents an analysis of the 
facts about accidents in which 35,- 
000 persons were killed and more 
than 1,300,000 others were injured 
in 1940. 

Automobile accidents on an aver- 
age day last year took twice the 
number of lives lost in the Kenvil 
(N. J.) powder blast, three times 


Traffic Fatalities 
Increase in 1940, 
34,400 Lives Lost 


WASHINGTON—In the pre- 
liminary edition of “Accident 
Facts,” published by the National 
Safety Council, it is reported that 
96,500 persons were killed in acci- 
dents during 1940, an increase of 
four percent over the 1939 total of 
92,623. 

Traffic deaths accounted for half 
of the 1940 increase with 34,400 
compared with 32,386 in 1939, a 6 
percent increase. 

Much of the increased toll was 
attributed to the expanded ac- 
tivity in all fields due to the 
national defense program, the re- 
port disclosed. Deaths and death 
rates for the last five years and 
for 1900, 1910, 1920, and 1930 were 
as follows: 


All Deaths Per 
Accidental 100,000 
Deaths Popuiation 
SES Sick es 59,968 79.0 
BOO. «cas 77,901 84.4 
ae 75,932 71.3 
. ee 99,147 80.6 
| Se 110,052 85.8 
re 105,205 81.4 
Se 93,805 72.1 
Bs 62sec 92,686 70.7 
BOER. ccs 96,500 73.2 


In addition to the 1940 death 
toll resulting from motor vehicle 
accidents, 1,200,000 non-fatal in- 


juries occurred during 1940 of|¢ 


which 100,000 caused permanent 
disability. 

Motor vehicle travel during the 
past year was 6 percent greater 
than in 1939 and the number of 


vehicles in use increased 4 percent. 
Death rate on a mileage rate, 
therefore, remained unchanged. 
The national accident fatality 
toll for all accidents in 1940 and 
1939 is given in the following table: 
OY 
1910 1939 Gain 
All Accidents .. 96,500* 92,623 4% 
Motor Vehicle.. 34,400 32,386 6% 
PUG cccncaxee 15,500 15,500 same 
I ies 32,500 32,000 2% 
Occupational .. 17,000 15,500 10% 


*The all accident totals are ap- 
proximately the sums of the other 
figures, minus the duplication of 
occupational and motor vehicle, 
which in 1940 amounted to about 
2,800. The 1939 totals are U. S. cen- 
sus bureau figures, while the 
others are National Safety Council 


a: ta in ae aj! estimates. 


940 Fatalities 


the toll of the Georgia-South Caro- 
lina hurricane, and four times that 
of the Little Falls train wreck or 
the Lovetsville airplane crash, the 
report says. The number injured 
in traffic on an average day ex- 
ceeded the total casualties of the 
six major disasters of 1940 com- 
bined. 

Highlights from the annual re- 
port, based on official reports 
from the 48 states, include the 
following interesting facts: 

Exceeding the speed limit was 
responsible for 40 percent of the 
fatalities and 26 percent of the in- 
juries in 1940. 

Every third victim of a fatal 
traffic accident last year was a 
pedestrian. 

More than 97 percent of all driv- 
ers involved in accidents had a 
year or more of operating expe- 
rience. 

Almost 86 percent of all fatal ac- 
cidents occurred in clear weather 
and almost 78 percent happened 
when the road surface was dry. 

A composite picture of 1940's 
typical accident driver would show 
that he was an experienced, middle- 
aged male and that he was driving 
a passenger car in good mechani- 
cal condition in clear weather dur- 
ing the early evening hours of a 
Saturday or a Sunday. 

An outstanding feature of the 
booklet is a section devoted to 
what the editor calls “the traffic 
disaster of Oct. 4.” Several pages 
are devoted to a vivid description 
of the traffic “disaster’ which 
swept the nation on that day when 
85 persons were killed and 1,496 
were critically injured. It is then 
pointed out that Oct. 4 was not 
unusual but a completely average 
day in every respect, and that the 
catastrophe was duplicated on Oct. 
3-5, and on any day in 1940 which 
might have been named. Almost 
1,350 daily newspapers were used 
in making this unique study of 
One day’s accidents. 





Obituaries— 





Charles Shore 
LINCOLN, Neb.—Charles Shore, 73, 
engaged in automotive business here 
ar meer yoacs. -s for several years 
: ealer, i i 
ok = r ied at his home 
* * © 


G. R. Meyercord 
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich.—George R. 
Meyercord, 65, co-founder, chairman 
+ oe aren ut directors and former 
president o askelite . i 
in New York on Feb. 52,°° oo 


* is ce 


Grant E. Parker 
ASHTABULA, O.—Grant E. Parker 
74, local atomobile dealer, died in 
General hospital here. A native of 
Salatasburg, Pa., he came here 50 
years ago, and for 20 years had been 
engaged in the automobile business. 

* * * 
W. W. Crawford 

_ CHICAGO. — William W. cr: 

in 1907 secretary of the ic ee 
mobile Club and automobile editor of 
the Chicago Record-Herald, died in 
Miami Beach, Fla., on Feb. 19 aged 
58. At the time of his death he was 
preaident of the Edward Valve Co., of 

ast Chicago. He had been secretary- 
treasurer of the Chicago City and 
Connecting Railways from 1910 to 1920 
In 1912 he also was secretary-treasurer 
of the Chicago Interurban Traction 
hy post he held until 1920. He was 
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Progress Exhil 


MIAMI, Fla.—Design 
how industrial research oy" 
stantly advancing industria he 
niques contribute to the vig,’ 
strength of the nation ra 
designed traveling €XPosition 
formally opened here last we, 
General Motors, launchin _ 
tionwide tour. a 

“The permanent defense of 
ica, both in the immediate tis 
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and in succeeding years, is »jMerrick 
to require greater ingenuity , ng of t 
inventiveness, more dissatisfasfied. He \ 
with old and _ inefficient Way praper, 
doing things, and more real hunaw, Wé 
work to fully utilize our Natempired PI 


resources of men, mone 
materials than ever before” 
Charles F. Kettering, vice-presis 
of GM, in sounding the keynoty 
the new “Parade of Progreg’ 

In launching the new tray 
exposition, which is an oy 
doors show composed of g } 


Rtriffler. 
orked | 
hat ‘the 
n eeting, 
fential c 
Fortun 
pf the pc 
Dealers 


“Aer-o-Dome,” a tent seating gMADA i 
persons, and 22 streamlined tooled fo 
ture-liner” transports and trfean put 
units arranged for public digigtion tha’ 
The Parade of Progress js #from no' 
hibiting and describing a ny 
of new developments of indy ELBO 
research which are already gin the 
tributing to national strength with out 


eaching 
picked | 
as attr 
quainted 
You Mi 
rood an 
of our « 
he tex 
headline 
“Man 
automob 
pld-fash: 
can « 


which give promise of future; 
provements of an important nab 

Among these research dev 
ments are — lightweight hig 
powered electric motors using ¢ 
insulating tape; lightweight m 
particularly magnesium, use 
aviation engines; laminated plas 
treated plywood for molded s 
plane wings and _ fuselages; » 
thetic rubber for tires and ot 
military usages; portable di 
power plants for military y 
“peanut tube” high-intensity, 
ter-cooled mercury vapor lay 






unni 


which are said to have possibili H 

as searchlights for airfields; u 
octane fuels using tetraethyl kg DETR 
the tent itself, which is polegeil C. | 
constructed of aluminum alloy regional 


synthetic, impregnated canvas, 
which may pioneer a type of} 
table construction useful for 
tary purposes. 

While no attempt has been1 
to show the various defense 
terials being manufactured 
General Motors, there is on ex 
tion one of the GM liquid-co 
Allison airplane motors. 


Petition Granted 
For C. I. T. Apped 
To Supreme Cow 


FORT WAYNE, Ind. — Fe 
Judge Thomas W. Slick 
granted a petition of the Comm 
cial Investment Trust Cor?. 
appeal a decision of the 
district court, over which Ju 
Slick presides, to the U. S. sup™ 
court. 5 

The petition was filed with 
court last week along with 
assignment of errors endeavor 
to show where the court erred); 
recent anti-trust decision afl) ¢ 
the corporation. 

The decision was in the for 
a decree extending for one! 
an injunction preventing : 
interesting itself in any fins ; 
organization handling time! 
ment notes on automobiles J} \ 

A similar petition was %¥ 
last week by Judge Slick 
case of the Chrysler Corp, ' 
involved in the anti-trust 
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Maybe This Is Solutio 


For Human Pedestrl# 
ROANOKE, Va. (UTPS). ~ 
hound with a safety syst” | 
his own was observed whit 
by Judge Randolph &. 

of Roanoke juvenile and 
tic relations court. He he 
animal baying loudly 

crossed a busy stree 
tion, and observing him ©, 
came to the conclusion 












dog would bay every 

Intrigued, the juris 
and watched the an 
two other street interse¢ 
the same manner. 
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Ney 

' 
xhil 
“o4 been a dealer himself 

z ‘sg bee ’ 
trial ty ae ‘seteran in addition. Frank 
Vigor Apes back in the industry to 1909 
a ndphen he joined Briscoe when that 
+ ,» was made in Jackson, Mich. 
t wey fivhen his wings had sprouted he 
ing g Mook on the Hudson at Jackson 
¥.d held that franchise up until 
ree years ago when he became 
association executive. Of course, 
, is paferrick didn’t do all this renovat- 
Nuity Ing of the association single-han- 
atisfauiied. He was fortunate when Harold 
way, mpraper, Chevrolet dealer in Sag- 
real pgnaw, was called to fill the unex- 
ir napired presidential term of Fred 
oney gptriffler. Draper and Herrick 
‘ore,” smvorked so well in double harness 
-presigghat the association, at last week’s 
keyno,pmeeting, kept him in the presi- 
gress’ ential chair. : 
trav Fortunate, too, was the decision 
nN outagpf the powerful Detroit Automobile 
f ahmpealers Assn. to join the now 
ating 4gMADA in a body last week. Re- 
ined tooled for 1941, Draper and Herrick 
1d tre—ean put forth a new model associa- 
ic diggtion that should have a lot to say 
ess jg qrom now On. 
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* * 


‘in ELBOWING THROUGH the jam 
eady gin the lobby of the Hotel Olds 
ength with our own Pete Wembhoff, and 
uture preaching headquarters’ desk, I 
nt nagpicked up a Herrick leaflet that 
. devgwas attractively headed: “Get Ac- 
1t himquainted with Your Competition — 
singggou Might Like Him.” Sounded 
ht maggood and done in the best style 
usei of our old friend, Confucius, was 
ed plagthe text that accompanied the 
ided wgheadline in which Confucius say: 
ges; q ‘Man who invest own money in 
and gigeutomobile business do so with 
le gapold-fashioned idea of making profit. 
‘ary can do — smart man — if no 


isity, 
or ingCunningham Is Named 


stl’ Hudson Regional Head 


‘Ids; 
thyl kj DETROIT. — The promotion of 
; poleNeil C. Cunningham to the post of 
alloy v@regional manager for the Indian- 
nvas, ' apolis territory 
e of } was announced 
for last week by 
George H. Pratt, 
general _ sales 
manager of the 
Hudson Motor 
Car Co. 
Cunningham, 
who formerly held 
- the position of 
ed city sales man- 
t ager at St. Louis, 
| has been’ with 
pea Hudson for a 
‘ umber of years and is a veteran 
our the industry. 
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Pete Wemhoff’'s Fourth Dimension 
bffers news of automotive advertising. 
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RON STEUBEN HOTEL 


Ve MOTELS THAT CHECK WITH EVERY TRAVEL STANDARD 
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Vv. ®. & Gen. Mgr. 


THEOOGRE Dewitt 
President 





Sparks 


(Continued from Page 1) 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, MARCH 3, 1941 









Chris 
Sinsabaugh 


can do, dumb cluck. Dealer buy 
from factory man many shiny new 
cars and pay for same with hard, 
cash money before can even touch 
new cars. Dealers trade new cars 
for much used cars and promise 
to pay. Sometime promise good, 
many times not so good. Pretty 
soon dealer have great many used 
cars, more promises to pay but 
hard cash all gone. Dealer have 
write many numbers in big book 
which factory man tell him show 
much profit. Dealer think he smart 
business man. Comes time when 
new cars all traded off and dealer 
goes to factory man to buy new 
cars. Factory man say: ‘Fine, this 
great business. Sell more new cars 
make more profit.’ Dealer tell 
factory man hard cash money all 
gone but will pay for new cars 
with numbers in book and used 
cars in back yard. Factory man 
get strange look in eyes and say 
‘Nuts.’ Dealer go home and tear 
up book with numbers in and 
sell trash in back yard to junk- 
man. With small amount hard 
cash money, dealer go to factory 
man and buy few new cars. Fac- 
tory man again tell dealer sell 
many new cars make more profit. 
Dealer say to factory man, ‘Nuts.’ 
Dealer now only trade new car off 
when can show some profit on 
deal. He getting to be smart man. 
Factory man now always looking 
for new dealer with much hard 
cash money so can buy many new 
cars. Him smart man for long 
time. When come time dealer and 
factory man decide each shall run 
own business, then both make 
profit and live ever after happily. 


Seelah!” 
a 


LISTENING TO the speech of 
J. Lee Barrett, executive vice- 
president of Southeastern Michigan 
Tourist Bureau and internationally 
recognized as the voice of Detroit, 
he told us something I never had 
stopped to figure out, although 
sensing it. In a burst of civic pride, 
Lee estimated that in the state of 
Michigan, going back for the start 
to Henry Ford’s beginning, there 
had been built in the state some- 
thing like 71,000,000 motor vehicles. 
What’s the value? Lee asked us to 
guess. He had the answer — 55 
billion dollars, twice the value of 
the gold Uncle Sam has in the 
Fort Knox hole-in-the-ground, and 
more than the national debt of 
45 billions — before Roosevelt 
called for another stack of blue 
chips a few weeks back. 

eee 


THIS MAN Cargile, away from 
his Arkansas home base (Ark-an- 
saw to you if you would speak 
correct English) took in a lot of 
territory on the trip he was mak- 
ing. Summation: Three or four 
days in attendance at the Detroit 
meeting of the NADA executive 
committee; then to Washington, 
D. C., for a conference on the me- 
chanics problem; then to Spring- 
field for the convention of the 
Illinois Automobile Dealers Assn.; 
a sleeper hop to Lansing for the 
session of the Michigan Automo- 
bile Dealers Assn.; then back to 
Detroit for the Adcraft Club’s 
luncheon Friday which had for its 
chief speaker Wilbur Shaw, three 
times winner of the Indianapolis 
500-mile race and now in Fire- 
stone’s aviation division. At this 
session the president of NADA 
took a bow and said some nice 
things about the tieup between 
automobile dealers and the adver- 
tising world. 


Wilbur did not attempt to make 
a speech—he held his audience 
with stories about his racetrack 
experiences, told in a whimsical, 
humorous way, which was far bet- 
ter. That does not mean Wilbur 
isn’t capable of making a speech— 
he is, and he can hold his own 
with the best of them if he has to. 
And listening in on him from the 
speakers’ table was the veteran 
Tommy Milton, who is a two-time 
winner at Indianapolis and the first 
one to win more than one of the 
classics. 


ABM Conclave Set 


AKRON. — The spring meeting of 
Assn. of American Battery Manufac- 
turers, Inc., will be held May 22-23 
at Hotel Statler, Detroit. 


Automotive 
Washington 
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reach, has taken Knudsen to 
its heart. In all quarters, in- 
cluding Capital Hill, he’s consid- 
ered the tops, in his job and 
as a man. 


1942 Models 


Certain 

THEY’RE talking about 1942 
models in Washington. E. R. 
Stettinius, priorities director, said 
that the “rationing” of aluminum 
and machine tools would un- 
doubtedly mean that the new 
cars would be about the same as 
the ’41’s except for some body 
changes. It was recalled last 
week, when the aluminum and 
machine tool mandatory priori- 
ties system was announced, that 
recently Knudsen was asked 
whether the 1942’s wouldn’t be 
about the same as this year’s 
ears. He is reported to have 
chuckled and said: 


“They’ve been about the same 
before, only it wasn’t so gen- 
erally known.” 

* * * 


THE PRESIDENT got into 
the automotive picture last week. 
Asked about the automobile in- 
dustry at his press conference, 
he said he didn’t know the situ- 
ation exactly, but understood that 
the same engines would be under 
different hoods. On the rubber 
situation he expressed great con- 
fidence, saying it was well in 
hand. He meant that even if 
supplies were cut off, stocks on 
hand would be ample for indus- 
try until synthetic production 
could take up the slack. 

* *+ * 


Crackdown 


May Come 

BIGGEST headache in Wash- 
ington now is the labor outlook. 
Officials are deeply concerned 
over strikes on and looming in 
key industries and a_ definite 
crackdown by the White House 
or Congress, or both, is not out- 
side the realm of _ possibility, 
although the administration will 
do that only as a last resort. 


All during the week the 
grapevine buzzed with reports 
of the establishment by OPM 
of a national defense labor 
mediation board, whose mem- 
bers would work with the U. 
S. conciliation service in at- 
tempting to avert shutdowns. 
Plan is said to call for 11 
members of the board, three 
without labor or management 
tieup; four from industry, and 
two each from the AFL and 
CIO. Something along this line 
seems definitely on the cards. 
This much is positive: The 
administration is not going to 
sit idly by and watch defense 
production being strangled by 
labor disputes. 


* * * 


CONGRESS will have before 
it soon measures calling for a 
$1,000,000,000 highway building 
appropriation, to assure ample 
roads for movement of essen- 
tial commodities in case of 
emergency. First bill is now 
being prepared by Rep. Wilburn 
Cartwright, House roads com- 
mittee chairman. It will call 
for an immediate appropriation 
of $275,000,000 to improve roads 
which national defense officials 
say are urgently needed. The 
White House strongly favors 
this action. 


* * * 


* 


More About 
Buying 

THERE WERE plenty of rep- 
ercussions in Washington as a 
result of what Mrs. Roosevelt 
said at her press conference on 
automotive purchases. AUTOMOTIVE 
News’ stories, however, its read- 
ers will be interested to know, 
have been completely accurate 
and authoritative. 


There is no reason to believe, 
further, that if and when the 
industry will find it necessary to 
curtail regular production, it will 
follow any such mistakenly al- 
leged “trial balloon.” Rather, the 
industry itself will be very much 
in on the arrangements. 
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however does, but it seems to be 
a lost art in the automobile busi- 
ness, and no wonder, when so 
few dealer merchants are left to 
fight the battle. Let’s try to find 
another Bill Holler, and we will 
then realize that the training of 
salesmen and merchandisers 
went out of the window many 
years ago. 
* * * 


Sees Compulsion 


Is Near 
“(NURTAILMENT as a result of 

the rearmament program will 
affect the present practice, but 
whether a return to proper busi- 
ness procedure will result is a 
question. As I see it, the manufac- 
turers, to save their own hide, will 
eventually find it compulsory to 
exert a concerted effort to stop 
this ruinous procedure. No one 
manufacturer can do it alone, as he 
will find himself in the same po- 
sition as the dealer who is trying 
to out-live a nasty situation; except 
that they have their stockholders 
to account to, and loss of volume 
and profits would not set very well 
with them. 

« + * 


“Many of us could have made 
considerably more money out of 
the business by resorting to such 
tactics. We can cheat at golf and 
win a few more dollars or balls, 
but there is a principle involved, 
the ability to merchandise prop- 
erly, and the skill to out-play the 
other fellow. Clean business, as 
well as clean sports, is conducive 
to a happier and healthier life, 
and it is my belief that good 
sportsmanship has its place in 


business.” 
* * * 


More Chiseling 


Than Ever 

CCORDING to many dealers, in 

spite of the fact that there are 
lots of buyers and an impending 
shortage of cars, there is more 
chiseling in this trade than ever 
before. It seems to reach its height 
in large towns, for most small 
towns, where there is no cross- 
selling, are largely free from it. 
This is a severe criticism and con- 
demnation to an industry that 


Pa. Truckers Set 
For Annual Fete 


HARRISBURG, Pa. — (UTPS).— 
Edwin C. Hill, radio news com- 
mentator, writer and lecturer, will 
be the principal speaker at the fifth 
biennial legislative dinner of the 
Pennsylvania Motor Truck Assn. 
here March 4. 

Toastmaster will be Ted V. 
Rodgers, president of the American 
Trucking Assns., of which PMTA 
is the largest affiliate. Rodgers’ 
home is in Scranton, and he is a 
former president of PMTA. 

Guests at the dinner will be Gov. 
Arthur H. James, members of his 
cabinet and state senators and 
representatives. A vaudeville show 
will climax the program. 

John R. Eldridge, Harrisburg, 
general chairman of the banquet, 
said arrangements have been made 
for 900 persons. 

The following will serve as com- 
mittee chairmen: Howard D. Gibbs, 
Pittsburgh, president of PMTA, 
reception; A. Bowman _ Snavely, 
Hershey, entertainment; W. F. 
Richardson, Lemoyne, reservations; 
S. F. Niness, Downingtown, speak- 
ers; Myles F. Rockey, New Cum- 
berland, traffic and transportation; 
Joseph Garner, dinner; James 
Monn, decorations, and Edward 
Gogolin, general manager of PMTA, 
publicity, all of Harrisburg. 


Dealers Are Warned 
Of Spurious Salesman 


HOLLIDAYSBURG, Pa.—-Dealers 
are warned against a man who is 
soliciting uniform business for the 
Ponder Uniform Co., Dallas, Tex., 
and are urged to report to police 
if the man is seen. He is wanted 
in a number of states, including 
Pennsylvania and West Virginia. 

The man is described by William 
H. Plank of Plank Motors here, | 


as being 45 years old, 5 foot, 8 or | MANAGER, 


10 inches tall, weighing 145 pounds, 
dark eyes and hair, slender build 


prides itself in the great human 
service performed by its products. 
Surely those who undertake the 
sale of such an important com- 
modity, that affects so greatly the 
nation’s domestic economy, are en- 
titled to a reward for their invest- 
ments and efforts. Dealers them- 
selves, through cooperation with 
their own sales force, as well as 
with other dealers, can be a most 
important factor in cleaning up 
this unhealthy situation if they but 
make up their minds to do so. 
* * * 


The industry as a whole must 
set in motion some stabilizing 
forces which will remedy this 
obviously destructive practice. 


UAW-CIO Lists 
Demands for New 


GM Agreement 


DETROIT.—Demands to be ne- 
gotiated with General Motors for 
inclusion in a_ revised national 
agreement have been forwarded to 
the corporation by President R. J. 
Thomas and GM Department Di- 
rector Walter P. Reuther, of the 
UAW-CIO. 

The demands were drafted by 
the conference of GM local unions 
and the International GM council. 

The demands include: 

A 10 cents an hour general wage 
increase. 

Shop steward system. 

Union shop. 

Eighty hours vacation pay. 

Adequate compensation for 
drafted workers. 

*- *¢ *# 


Murray Warns 
Industry 


ATLANTIC CITY, N. J.—Philip 
Murray, president of the CIO, to- 
day warned American industry that 
it must grant wage increases to 
employes or accept responsibility 
for delaying the national defense 
program. 


=WANT ADS 


Want a Man? 
Want a Job? 
Want to Buy? 
Want to Sell? 


YOU can make YOUR WANTS 
known quickly and cheaply to 
12,000 Automobile Dealers, Jobbers, 
Manufacturers—the whole industry! 
Forms close Friday noon at Detroit. 
Cash in advance — TEN 

PER WORD PER INSERTION. 
Twenty-five cents per word for 
three insertions. Count each initial, 
group of numbers or abbreviation 
as one word. Address: 

WANT AD DEPARTMENT 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, DETROIT 


















EXPERIENCED ADMAN 


ONE who can produce sound, sales-making 
campaigns right from the start, relieve 
you of responsibility and help step up 


your profits. We can put you in touch 
with a man who has had 20 years 
successful experience, the last five of 
them on the creative staff of a leading 
Detroit agency during which time he had 
complete charge of the creation and 
production of all promotional materials 
for a leading automobile manufacturer. 
Prolific idea man, hard and loyal worker, 
this man, now the advertising manager 
of a well-known Detroit manufacturing 
concern, has a sound reason for seeking 
a change. He would like to secure the 
job as advertising manager of an aggres- 
sive industrial company, assistant man- 
agership in some automotive company, or 
as a creative copywriter for some adver- 
tising agency. He can provide you with 
the best of references. Address him care 
of, Box 261, Automotive News, Detroit. 


BUYER WANTED 


COLLECTION SYSTEM—aApproved method. 
Prepared for Automotive Trade. Effec- 
tive, inexpensive. Trial suggested. Sam- 
ples and literature sent Free. Write 
today. Mercantile Forms Company, 11 
Avon Street. Providence, Rhode Island 


POSITION WANTED 


PARTS accessories merchandise manager 
new with the Chevrolet Motor Division 
is well qualified for factory district man- 
ager or sales supervisor. Sixteen years’ 
experience, draft exempt. Confidential. 
Box 262, Automotive News, Detroit. 


7 POSITION WANTED 


automobile 
Best 
Automotive News, 


sales manager, 
Thirty years experience. 
Box 263, 


agency. 
reference. 
Detroit 





SERVICE 


=NDIX 





means a lot lo you / 


HE automotive industry moves swiftly and ac- 

complishes much, because it demands service 
from all who are part of it. Those who will not or 
cannot serve are speedily left behind. 

Service, as we see it, begins with delivery of 
Bendix Products per-specification and per-schedule. 
Thousands of hopeful concerns, imagining that 
was all there was to it, have ‘“‘crashed”’ the automo- 
tive industry like a comet...and have vanished 
quite in the same manner. 

So it is plain, from these examples, that Service, 
on the part of an organization such as Bendix, de- 
veloping and manufacturing highly technical auto- 
motive units, must follow through all the way. That 
is why Bendix provides the vital supplementary 
service, to back up the car dealer. The owner of a 
car or truck must have service—quick and expert— 
wherever he goes. He has a right to expect perma- 


nent, specialized, standardized service, ‘“‘regardless- 
to-what.”’ 


Therefore, Bendix maintains a nation-wide serv- 
ice organization of thousands of experts in carbu- 
retion, brakes, power braking, and the various 
other fields which Bendix Products serve. This 
service is invaluable to car manufacturers and 
dealers, and to owners. 


That is the scope, and the reason, and the think- 
ing behind Bendix Service. We believe you will 
agree, no matter what your personal connection 
with our industry may be, that here is— 

‘A nation-wide service that means a lot to you!” 


BENDIX PRODUCTS DIVISION 
OF BENDIX AVIATION CORPORATION 
SOUTH BEND, INDIANA 
In Canada: Bendix-Eclipse of Canada, Ltd. Windsor, Ontario 


Bendix B-K Vacuum Power Braking 
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